Vol. 16, No. 10

October 1, 2014

Your Help Is Needed!
Donate Candy
Place large bags of candy in the foyer or either of the school offices.
Volunteer at the Event
Visit VolunteerSpot at http://vols.pt/HEBc1v
Enter your email address: (You will NOT need to register an account on VolunteerSpot)
Sign up! Choose your spots - VolunteerSpot will send you an automated confirmation and reminders.

Fall Food Drive - November 16
Our annual Fall Food Drive will be held on November 16. Non-perishable food,
baby items and monetary gifts are welcome.
Suggested items for Thanksgiving dinner include: large box of instant mashed
potatoes, two cans of green beans, two cans of kernel corn, one large can of sweet potatoes,
gravy (can or dry mix), one can of cranberry sauce, one box of “Stove Top” stuffing and a
donation (or grocery gift card) to be used to purchase turkeys and other necessities. Call
Steve or Tana Bell with any questions at 713.461.1676.

Mary Voigt Joins Staff
We are delighted to announce that Mary Voigt
has accepted the position of Interim Director of
Music and Worship at Trinity.
Mary served as the Director of Worship, Music
and the Arts at Gloria Dei in Nassau Bay for 16
years where she planned worship services and
directed the adult choirs, orchestra, brass, and
woodwinds. She also led the Arts at Gloria Dei and
produced events such as Christmas Remembered
and the long-running Christmas musical, “Two from
Galilee.” Mary retired from Gloria Dei in 2011.
She enjoys singing with the Houston Symphony Chorus (22 years) and is a
founding member of the Houston Camerata, a 34-voice choir that rehearses here
at Trinity. Mary and her husband, Bob, live in Clear Lake City.
Please join us in welcoming Mary to our team.

Great Marriage! Begins October 16th!
Now’s the time to register for Trinity’s Fall Great
Marriage! Class. This class begins on Thursday,
October 16th from 6-9 p.m.

Here are a few questions to consider in coming
to this class. Did you know:
¾¾ That Marriage is the most complex and
sophisticated thing a woman and a man can do together?
¾¾ That there is a Bell Curve to Marriage?
¾¾ That Fun is essential to a healthy Marriage?
¾¾ That male and female brains are actually wired differently by God’s
design?
¾¾ That every Great Marriage is blessed with agape love? (What’s agape
love?)

Great Marriage! Trinity’s Pre-Marriage Preparation and Marriage
Enrichment Class starts Thursday, October 16th, from 6 to 9 p.m, in Room 124
and meets for six sessions.
October 16th
October 23rd
October 30th

(6 – 9 p.m.)
(6 – 9 p.m.)
(6 – 9 p.m.)

November 6th
November 13th
November 20th

(6 – 9 p.m.)
(6 – 9 p.m.)
(6 – 9 p.m.)

Please contact Pastor David Leeland to register for Great Marriage! by
e-mail: dleeland@trinitydt.org or by telephone: 713.224.0684.
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Trinity’s Health Cabinet Camp Dermadillo Ministry
Celebrates its 5 Year Anniversary
We know that the greatest of the commandments is to Love Our God
and to Love Our Neighbors. And the Trinity Camp Dermadillo Ministry
volunteers have done exactly that. The Trinity Camp Dermadillo Ministry
sponsored by the Health Cabinet has been a wonderful opportunity to
share the love of Christ with others. These volunteers obviously love
their God and are willing to share that love in a visible way by helping
those in need. They have truly lived out Matthew 25:35, “I was a
stranger and you welcomed me.” Over the past five years, our Trinity
Camp Dermadillo
volunteers have
welcomed
112
children and teens The Campers & Staff of Camp Dermadillo are thankful for your
with significant, service!
life-altering skin disease and birthmarks at the airport as they arrive to
Houston to begin their one week camp experience which takes place
at Camp For All in Burton, TX. Our Trinity volunteers are the first
people who have the chance to interact with our campers, many who
are nervous and away from home for the first time. They have the
very special opportunity to simply offer a warm smile and reassuring
words as they gather their camper’s luggage and escort them to the
Some of the over 50 volunteers from Trinity who have served the
conference room
Camp Dermadillo Ministry.
where we all meet
together. It is not a significant investment in time, but it can make a
huge impact in the lives of these children who are often stared at and
made fun of by others for their conditions. I am so thankful to the
Health Cabinet for sponsoring this ministry, and I consider each and
every one of you who has volunteered a true blessing. I also offer the
appreciation of all the campers and staff, as well as the gratitude of The
American Academy of Dermatology and Texas Children’s Hospital
who sponsor Camp Dermadillo. Thank you Trinity Lutheran Church
for your five years of service and congratulations on the 5th Anniversary Some of the faithful volunteers who have served this ministry
all 5 years!
celebration of this very special ministry.
							Alanna Bree

Annual Congregational Assembly Meeting

Mark your calendars now for our annual congregational assembly which will be held on Sunday, November
16th at 12:15 p.m. In addition to the regular reports, there will be elections to fill positions on the
Governing Board and Nominating Committee. Nomination packets are available at the Information
Desk in the foyer and the gymnasium. The deadline for all nominations is noon on Wednesday
October 15, 2014.
Positions available for the 2015 Board of Directors are two Elder and two NonElders. Current Board members with terms expiring on 12/31/2014 are Bill Gebhardt
(elder and not eligible for re-election), Charles Volek (elder), Dag Calafell, and Bo
Hopmann. Board members with terms that don’t expire this year are Jim Baccus (elder),
Bill Fischer (elder), Timothy Grady, Michelle Leitner, Kevin Juergen (elder), Jean Minsch, and David Weinhold.
Positions available for the 2015 Nominating Committee are five regular and two alternate members. Current Nominating
Committee member are Mark Anderson, Pam Buenker, Ann Clark, Lou Faszholz, Kristen Fischer, Steve Maynard, and
Cindy Struckmann. Please contact any of the Nominating Committee members if you have any questions.
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Be in the Word
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
Baby, You’re a Rich Man: Money and Faith – Room 205 – Led by Jim Cleary
Money: just the word itself can cause anxiety. Mortgages, saving for
retirement and bottom lines can easily overwhelm us to the point of despair.
But God, who “gives us richly all things to enjoy,” wants His people to
live in freedom, trusting Him and learning to manage our gifts wisely and
generously. By pointing to His trustworthiness and generosity, these studies
can help you rest in the peace He offers.

Faith Discovery – Room 123 – Various Leaders
Faith Discovery gives the opportunity to explore the Christian faith and membership at Trinity. All who seek to
become part of the Body of Christ and members of Trinity Downtown participate in Faith Discovery as a way of
growing closer to our Lord Jesus Christ and with others in Christian community.

Vocal Minority – Chapel – Led by Bill Fischer
In THE VOCAL MINORITY, the Chapel Class is now studying the Old Testament book of Hosea. Hosea lived and
preached at the time of the second and last Jeroboam, king of Israel. Luther says that “Hosea preached vigorously
against the idolatry of his time and bravely rebuked the people, together with the king and his princes and priests. He
also prophesied powerfully and most comfortingly about Christ and His kingdom.”

Midweek Studies
Book of Romans
Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. – Room 205
Women’s Bible Study led by Audrey Black

Golden Fruit - Living the Fruit of the Spirit Through
the Best Times of Your Life
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. – Room 205
Women’s Bible Study led by Jan Case
Book of Colossians
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. – Room 205
Women’s Bible Study led by Mary Oliver

Sonrise Bible Study
Thursdays at 6:30 a.m. – Room 124
Led by Pastor Black

TnT – 20s and 30s Group Bible Study
Current Study: “Broken: 7 ‘Christian’ Rules that Every
Christian Ought to Break as Often as Possible”
Meets 2nd and 4th Fridays at 7:30 p.m. – off site. Contact
Rachel and Dag Calafell at rachel.calafell@gmail.com or
832.389.8998 for more information.

National 40 Days for Life
Christians around the world are invited to take part in the National 40 Days for Life effort September 24th thru
November 2nd. Our church has selected Tuesday, October 7th, as our day. In addition to the 40 days of praying and fasting
for an end to abortion, please consider volunteering to pray outside of the Planned Parenthood abortion facility at 4600
Gulf Freeway for two hours on that day. When people are present in prayer at the abortion site, through the grace of God,
hearts are changed and lives are saved. Please contact Jan Case, jcase001@gmail.com or 281.392.5899.
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Work Day!!
Calling all
to come and
help clean up
the
church
for the 135th
Anniversary
Celebration.
We will do some polishing, some
vacuuming, and some cleaning
outside. Everyone is invited to help.
Saturday, October 25th, from 9 to
noon unless we finish early. Bring
some rags, bring a bucket, bring a
broom, bring a vacuum.
The Facilities Mat is making
a list. If you have seen a need,
please email Cindy Struckmann at
cstruckmann@trinitydt.org.
Trinity Today - 5

Trinity on Mission - Ministry Fair
“All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
God is our merciful Father and the source of all comfort.” 2
Corinthians 1:3
I am truly praising our God for all those members of
Trinity who helped make the Ministry Fair and Luncheon on
September 14th a success! It was such a wonderful opportunity
to share the many ministry opportunities that are available
to serve our Lord both within and outside of our church. It
was also a great opportunity to share fellowship with other
members of our Christian family at Trinity.
There are many members, including our pastors, who are
servant leaders within our church, and I am thankful to each
and every one of them. They understand and are living examples of Ephesians 2:10, “For we are God’s masterpiece. He
has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things He planned for us long ago.” It is my prayer that all
members of Trinity take this Scripture to heart and find some area where they can serve in and through Trinity.
I am also greatly encouraged and moved to action by the words
of Rick Warren as excerpted from What on Earth Am I Here For?,
and I hope you will be too. “God designed you to make a difference
with your life. You were placed on this planet for a special
assignment. God redeemed you so you could do His holy work.
You’re not saved by service, but you were saved for service. A
saved heart is one that wants to serve. We are healed to help others.
We are blessed to be a blessing. Once you are saved, God intends to
use you for His goals. God has a ministry for you in His church and
mission for you in the world. Every Christian is called to service.
Your service is desperately needed in the Body of Christ. There is
no small service to God; it all matters. For Christians, service is not
optional. We must act on what we know and practice what we claim
to believe. As we mature in Christ, the focus of our lives should
increasingly shift to living a life of service. We are only fully alive when we are helping others. Service is the pathway
to real significance. It is through ministry that we discover the meaning in our lives. God wants to use you to make a
difference in His world. He wants to work through you.”
If you are not currently involved in a ministry at Trinity, I hope that the Ministry Fair showed you where you can join
in. If not, please pick up a Ministry Directory that is available at the doors of the sanctuary and at the Welcome Desk and
use it to help God show you where He wants to use you for His service at Trinity. It is a true joy and privilege to serve
our God together!
								Alanna Bree

Trinity On Mission- Giving God the Glory (G3)
“Come and hear, all you who fear God, and I will tell what He has done for my soul.” Psalm 66:16
God is always at work in the world around us in powerful ways. He is also at work in each of our lives and hearts.
Sharing how God is working and active in your life is a gift you can share with others. Fellow Christians are strengthened,
encouraged, inspired and uplifted by the testimonies of their brothers and sisters in Christ.
Sharing your testimony is simple. Just write a short story of the ways in which God has showed you His mercy, His
grace, His provision, His healing, His comfort, His compassion, His joy, His guidance, His goodness, His saving love in
your life. You can also share how you came to know Jesus as your one true Savior and how your relationship with Him
has transformed your life.
If you would like to encourage others at Trinity with your testimony, please fill out the Giving God the Glory (G3)
card and place it in the G3 box in the Narthex of the Sanctuary. With your permission, we may share your testimony in
the newsletter or in a short video in the worship services. We are looking forward to hearing from you!
6 - Trinity Today

Trinity Lutheran School Featured in ‘Downtown Houston’
Magazine Fall 2014 Issue
Our pride is showing! The incredible magazine Downtown-Houston featured Trinity Lutheran School in its 2014 Fall
Issue, and tells the story of the journey of 135 years. The writer, Holly Beretto, interviewed alumni, church leaders, our
administration, teachers and even a 5th generation student. Please enjoy this story (see the following two pages), as your
heart swells with the joy of knowing you have had a significant role in this amazing unfolding of events, past, present and
future. A special “thank you” to Brenda and David Read Photography, who captured the spirit of our students, from our
infants to our Tiger Mascot! ENJOY!!!!
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Trinity Lutheran School…Downtown

“Inspiring and empowering students with a Christ-centered education since 1879.”

From the Principal’s Desk - Reaccreditation
It is that time again when Trinity Lutheran School must submit its application for
reaccreditation to the National Lutheran School Accreditation Commission. Currently we are
working on our self-study report to submit for review.
I want to share with you now TLS’s philosophy so that you can be praying about how you
are being led to partner with the school. At TLS we strive to work in partnership with parents
so that children are equipped both academically and spiritually. Students are provided a sound
educational experience within a Christ-centered environment, and come to understand they
are God’s creation and He has a purpose for their lives. Students are taught not only the reality
of God’s Law and the saving message of His Grace through Jesus Christ, but also the ability
to incorporate these understandings into their everyday lives through our Values of:
•
•
•
•

Being Christ Centered: Jesus is the Savior, Healer, Transformer, and Friend that every human being needs and
we value a journey with Jesus that results in individual growth and kingdom expansion. (Colossians 1:3-5, 9-14)
Serving with Ministry Excellence: Giving our best to honor God and inspire people. (Colossians 3. 23).

Maintaining Generational Relevance: Making God real to people in their everyday lives. (Psalm 78:4-6,
Matthew 28:19-20)
Serving in a Life Saving Community: Becoming more like Christ through close relationships. (Acts 2:42-47)

Each day we strive to fulfill our school mission of “Inspiring and Empowering Students with a Christ-Centered
Education” along with our church mission of “Joyfully sharing Christ’s saving love with all people now!”
Thank you for considering TLS as one of your mission posts.
In Christ,

Natalia S. Junkans

Job Opening

Position available Extended Care Counselor (after
school program). Part-time 3:00 - 6:00, Monday - Friday.
Call Tilita Herrera at 713.229.2901 or email: therrera@
trinitydt.org.

Ask and You Shall Receive

Open House

TLS Infants - 8th Grade Open House - October 15,
10 a.m. in the Education Center Library. For more
information Lisa Jakel, 713.229.2903 or ljakel@
trinitydt.org

With this in mind, our Middle School staff will now have a faculty lounge! Finally, a place to plan, eat lunch and gather
together as a team. We are in need of a real refrigerator for their lounge to store their lunches, drinks, and even provide
a location for any special events held for classroom projects in which our students need to bring something that needs
refrigeration.
We are also in need of a nice couch, loveseat, or even any living room furniture that could be laying around your home
that you would like to donate. We have already acquired a nice dining room table and chairs, and an area rug.
If you would like to donate any of the above items, please reach out to Lisa Jakel at 337.802.5411, come by the school
office or email ljakel@trinitydt.org. Bless You All!
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Join Tiger PAC Today!
The 2014-2015 Tiger Parent Action Committee had its
first informational meeting of the school year to generate
excitement and support for the school, on Wednesday,
September 10th. Led by parent, John Hilliard, the parents
discussed all of the many volunteer opportunities offered
to them this year.
If you are interested in volunteering to help with
any of the opportunities listed below, please contact Mr.
Hilliard at johnhubert_52@yahoo.com.
You can help in some of the following ways: Teacher
Appreciation Week  Tiger Fun Run  Grandparents Day
 Spring Fine Arts Showcase  Science Fair  Box Top
Chairperson  “GiddyUp Gala.”

Trinity Volleyball
“The volleyball season is off to a great start. Both
the JV and Varsity teams continue to work very hard
in practices. JV took third in the Lutheran High North
Tournament and Varsity beat OSL in three very intense
games. I am already so proud of both teams, and have
no doubt that we will have an incredible season here at
Trinity!! Thank y’all so much for all of the support!”
1 Corinthians 10:31 & 1 Timothy 4:8
		

Michelle Davis, TLS Athletic Director

Volleyball Girls
JUNIOR VARSITY:
Lauren Miller
Janna Hilliard
Chloe Casas
Lane Bohmbach
Nicole Campaign
Alicia Garcia
Miranda Olivarez
Ayana Smith
Sarra Cerda
Elizabeth Roesel
Kendahl Haltiwanger

VARSITY:
Layla Crane
Michaela Kaspar
Maris Frost
Bella Batterson
Jackie Garcia
Jessica Junkans
Lucy Andrado
Liz Andrado
Madison Krailo
Aasha Revier
Ruth Martin
Bella Villarreal
Elizabeth Dorn

TLS Dates to Remember
Family Fun Night
Literacy Night
City Volleyball Playoffs
Pep Rally Volleyball State Playoffs
First Quarter Ends
2nd Quarter Begins

October 3
October 8
October 11
October 16
October 17
October 20

Buddy Field Day
Report Cards
Red Ribbon Week
Parent/Teacher Conference (No School)
Trunks and Treats

October 24
October 24
October 27-30
October 31
October 31
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Prayers and Promises by Pastor David Leeland
What comes to mind when you hear the words, “Plans, Pruning, Discipline and
Strength?”
All four of these words apply to our life in Jesus Christ. They speak to the Father’s
will and way in our lives. And, these words describe the work of the Holy Spirit in
taking us deeper in Jesus for the Father’s good and glory in and through our lives.
Let’s take a look at these four words from Scripture.
From Jeremiah 29:11
11
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” [NIV]
From John 15:1-2
[Jesus said,] “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every
branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away, and every branch that does bear
fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. [ESV]
From Hebrews 12:6, 10-11
6
For the Lord disciplines the one He loves, and chastises every son whom He
receives.” … 10 … He disciplines us for our good, that we may share His holiness. 11
For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the
peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it. [ESV]
And from Hebrews 12:12-13
12
Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees, 13 and make straight paths for your feet, so that
what is lame may not be put out of joint but rather be healed. [ESV]
God has plans for your life; plans for your family and for every single member of your family; plans for your marriage
and for each spouse in the marriage; plans that cover your childhood, youth, teenage years, adulthood, middle age, golden
years, in fact every phase and stage of your life and human development.
God has plans and wrapped up in His plans are His pruning process to make us more fruitful and a school of discipline
by which we grow and mature in Jesus Christ in meeting the challenges of life.
Through it all and in it all, there is His steadfast love and mercy through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ who gives
us grace upon grace in the renewing power of His forgiveness through the working of the Holy Spirit so that we take heart
and become strong for His work in our world today.
It finally comes to Jesus in our lives and how He places each one of us exactly where He wants us to serve Him and the
cause of the Gospel by sharing His saving love with all people now starting where we are and going out into all the world.
We serve at His pleasure, for His purposes, through His presence, power and peace in our lives. May Jesus be strong
in you, in me and in His Church, everywhere and in every way. Amen.

Trinity Prays! Up and Praying!
Trinity Prays is up and praying! We’ve given out the lists of people to pray for
and celebrated this powerful ministry with a great potluck luncheon on September
28th.
God bless us all as we lift one another up to the Father’s throne of mercy and
grace in prayer! Thanks to all who have joined our Trinity Prays Prayer Team!
Thanks to all who updated their contact information and gave permission to be
contacted by the one praying for you! And thanks to our great God and Savior Jesus Christ who with the Holy Spirit prays
perfect prayers on behalf of us all!
The third stanza of the children’s song, “The Wise Man Built His House Upon the Rock,” says:
The prayers go up and the blessings come down;
The prayers go up and the blessings come down;
The prayers go up and the blessings come down;
So build your life on the Lord Jesus Christ!

May the LORD shower us with His abundant blessings and make us a blessing to many in the name of Jesus. Amen.
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LWML Bayou City Zone Fall Rally
The Bayou City Zone Fall Rally will meet October 4 at Pilgrim Lutheran Church
(8601 Chimney Rock Road). Speaker for the day is Deaconess Perla Gil de Rodriguez,
Executive Assistant to Mission Director - LINC Houston. She will be speaking on “What,
Why, and How” - Raising awareness of the importance in reaching all nations crossculturally with the Gospel by way of forming new LWML societies in our uniquely ethnic
communities. Registration/Fellowship begins at 9:30 a.m. with the program beginning at 10:00 a.m. Lunch will be served
following the program.
For additional information contact Sandra Perez at sxperez@texaschildrens.org. Childcare will be provided.

Ladies Circle Ministries - October 2

The Ladies Circle will meet at 10 a.m. on Thursday, October 2, in Room 205, with fellowship and
refreshments beginning at 9:30 a.m.
A Christian Growth topic entitled, “Emotional Support and Caring for Aging Friends and
Relatives,” will be presented by Joanne Husser, a Stephen Minister from Trinity Lutheran Church.
All are welcome - bring along a friend.
Following the meeting, ladies are asked to help assemble the gift bags to be given to all ladies in
attendance at worship on LWML Sunday, October 5.
For more information about the Ladies Circle and its ministries, please call Debbie Leonard, president, at
(c)319.431.6804 or 713.861.7175, or email to Debbie.Leonard.TX@gmail.com.
Additional dates to remember:
Saturday, October 4, 10 a.m. - LWML Bayou City Zone Fall Rally at Pilgrim Lutheran Church, 8601 Chimney Rock Road.
Sunday, October 5 - LWML Sunday - Special gift bags will be presented to all ladies in attendance at worship that day.
Wednesday, October 15, 10 a.m. - Devotions at Highland Park Care Center; 2714 Morrison St.

Trinity Women’s Club
The members enjoyed an informative, interesting, and lively discussion with Matt Herzberg from the Lutheran
Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS). The members learned about the ministry of LIRS, LIRS’s response to the
border crisis, and how we as Lutherans can respond to the crisis.
Our monthly visit/devotion at the Highland Park Care Center, 2714 Morrison Street will be on Wednesday, October 1st at
10:00 a.m. Contact Bea Uhl at 713.864.4919 for more information. The Quilting Group will meet Tuesday, October 21st.
Contact Thelma Deterling at 713.643.5845 for more information.
On Tuesday, October 14th at 7:00 p.m. in Room 124, Dr. Alana Bree will talk about her
mission trip to Kenya. Jeanine Hembree will have the opening devotion and Linda Gray will
have the closing prayer. Sharon Balke, Linda Gray, and Judy Stevens will be the hostesses.
Refreshments will be served starting at 6:45 p.m. Contact Elizabeth Stoerkel at 281.463.3171
if child care is needed. Members are reminded to bring their LWML mites, hotel toiletries for
the homeless ministry, and toiletry items for the Good Samaritan Lutheran Group Homes to the
meeting.
The Women’s Club and the Ladies Circle will celebrate Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Sunday on Sunday,
October 5th. Don’t forget to wear purple! Mr. Omar Holguin, Jr. will talk about the history of Woodland Heights and other
Houston neighborhoods at the November 11th meeting. Get the baking pans ready! Our annual Goodies Sale will be on
Sunday, November 23rd. The annual Christmas party will be Tuesday, December 9th. Come and join us as we serve the
Lord with gladness!

Vacation Days
Pastor and Audrey Black will be on vacation from October 10 – 23, visiting family and friends in Illinois and Indiana.
Your prayers for their safe travel will be appreciated.
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Stephen Ministry Leaders Training Conference
Dear members of Trinity,

On behalf of Beverly Meaden, Elizabeth Cutaia, Susi Bentke and myself (Krystle
Marcis), Thank you so much for your support and encouragement as we attended the
Stephen Ministry Leader’s Training Conference in Dallas during the month of July.
We could feel all your prayers and support throughout the week! It is so difficult to put
into words everything that we learned, experienced and grew from - the paragraphs
below represent a few highlights, but if you want to know more than what is in this
article, please come talk to any one of us and we are more than happy to share in
depth!
Fellowship - Imagine a hotel ballroom filled with 250 other Christians from
all different denominations, from all
over the United States and even a few
international countries. All of these
Dr. Haugk imparts his wisdom.
individuals have a shared purpose of
developing leadership skills to help develop/grow Stephen Ministry within
their congregation or to start a brand new Stephen Ministry program. It’s
like going away to summer camp because you spend almost twelve hours
learning together every day, and you develop deep friendships and bonds
as you learn how to facilitate Christian caregiving for hurting people.
One of the most incredible experiences for all of us was the opportunity
to develop a prayer-partner relationship with a complete stranger. What a
humbling experience to see individuals praying publicly for one another
Elizabeth Cutaia, Amity (Dr. Haugk’s daughter), Krystle
in every nook and cranny of the hotel! It was incredible to see how God
Marcis, Susi Bentke, Dr. Haugk, and Beverly Meaden
matched each of us with just the right person to speak to us and to help
meet our various needs! Not only did we get to form deeper
relationships with strangers who became friends, but as a
group, the four of us also got to share joys, sorrows and aha
moments, which served to strengthen our fellowship with
one another. Late night chats and early morning prayers
became part of our daily routine!
Knowledge - Before we left for the conference, Trinity
Stephen Ministers presented us with rolling carts to help
cart around our materials - and boy were we glad! When
we checked in to the conference, we were each given a box
with 35 lbs of material - which we faithfully and diligently
studied during the sessions and for our nightly homework.
Everything that we ever needed to know about Stephen
Ministry is contained within those files - I’ve never been to
a training where you receive so many resources and support
materials! We spent approximately twelve hours each day
(with a couple of breaks for delicious meals) studying and
Prayer used during conference.
going through these materials. Fortunately we were guided
through the mountain of materials by several of the leadership staff of Stephen Ministries. We even got the privilege of
hearing from the founder of the ministry, Kenneth Haugk - what an honor! We learned so many things that we cannot wait
to share with the members of Trinity to help encourage one another, build one another up, and share each other’s burdens!
Faith - Every morning began with opportunities for praise and worship, followed by a devotion of some kind. Every
learning session ended with a benediction and we sang a prayer before every meal. In all of these opportunities and many
others throughout the week, God spoke to each of us personally, sharing a word of hope, encouragement and strength.
What an amazing opportunity we had to draw into closer relationship with our Lord and Savior.
Thank you again for all of your prayers and support. We are truly grateful to have had this experience and can’t wait
to see where Stephen Ministry at Trinity goes from here!
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Caring Hospital Visits

Engaging Prayer

We want to care for you, pray for you and visit you whenever possible when
you go to the hospital. Here are a few things you can do that will help us care
for you:

A Prayer for the Elderly and
Those Who Care For Them:

When you know that you will be going to the hospital and everything’s
scheduled for a test, surgery, other procedure or delivery:
• Please call the church at 713.224.0684 or email Pastor David at
dleeland@trinitydt.org.
• Tell us the name and location of the hospital,
• The date you will be going in,
• How many days the doctors project you being there,
• Cell phone numbers for you and your loved ones, and
• Your code number if you have been assigned one.

When going to the hospital is an emergency during the day:
• Have one of your family members call the church, 713.224.0684 or
Pastor David at 281.798.4089.
• Let us know which hospital you are going to,
• How you are getting there (driving yourself or going by ambulance),
and
• Give us your cell phone numbers.
When going to the hospital is an emergency at night:
• Please call Pastor David Leeland at home, 281.345.7951 or call or text
him on his cell: 281.798.4089.
• Share hospital and cell phone information with him.
• Pastor David will pray with you,
• As needed, Pastor David will visit you that night,
• Or one of our pastors will visit you the next day.

We want to care for you, support you in prayer and visit you to encourage
your healing process. Your calls will greatly help us care for you! To God be
all the glory!

Gracious God, we ask You to
bless especially Your children who
have grown old. When they can no
longer care for themselves, send them
loving caregivers who appreciate
their wisdom and the richness of
their experiences. Send Your angels
to keep them safe as long as they live
and lead them home to You when
their work is done. Bless the families
of the elderly with insight and good
judgment. Send Your Holy Spirit to
help them make wise decisions, and
grant them the patience to care for
those who once cared for them. Bless
all the compassionate caregivers
who serve older adults in our faith
communities. We pray in the name of
Jesus. Amen.

Adapted from “Engaging the
Aging” - a timely newsletter for
congregations serving older adults

Trinity Archives

Trinity’s archives has recently received donations of hymnals, programs,
history books, anniversary plates, special service folders, videos and
photographs. We thank Dottie Burroughs, Alice Scherer, Ellen Stamp, Janis
Taube, and anonymous members for donations to the archives. All donations to
the archives are appreciated and valued. We also thank Linda Anderson, Elaina
Baden, Cheryl Witt Hampton, and Marie Heinke for identifying photographs.
Special thanks to Alice Scherer for updating the 135th Anniversary Banner
in the sanctuary. This banner welcomes all to worship.

Board of Elders - Contact Information
Jim Baccus
Bill Fischer
Bill Gebhardt
Kevin Juergen
Charles Volek

jimbaccus@comcast.net
bfisch@aol.com
william.gebhardt@sbcglobal.net
kevin.nitajuergen@yahoo.com
volekcw@hal-pc.org

713.956.1899
713.827.8664
713.862.4382
713.868.4813
713.662.3553
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“How to be a Great Patient”
According to Dr. Orly Avtizur, M.D., MBA, in the May, 2014, issue of ‘Consumer
Reports on Health’ there are five steps to follow to make the most of your valuable time
when you visit your physicians.
1. “DON’T IGNORE SYMPTOMS.” Early intervention/treatment can mean the
difference between a good or bad outcome. The minute you begin to wonder “should I go
see the doctor?” is the time to call the office and make an appointment. So, what if your
symptoms turn out to be nothing? Your doctor won’t mind and you will feel very good
about finding out that information. If they do turn out to be something, you’ll have done
yourself and your family a favor by getting timely treatment.
2. “BE SWEET TO THE OFFICE STAFF.” Those staff members who work at the front desk are the people who
give your physician messages and handle insurance company requirements. Like us, they appreciate simple courtesies like
arriving on time and calling ASAP when you realize you have to cancel. As we all know, one latecomer can throw off the
schedule for the day and it’s great when you can get an appointment you think you need when someone has canceled an
appointment. There is always a list of people waiting to take that canceled appointment. I might add that I’m appalled at
the number of people who are rude to office staff when office staff have been helpful and kind. Also be sure to have your
insurance card, list of current daily medications and those taken as needed and names and complete contact information for
other doctors you are seeing and the results of exams/tests you have done elsewhere. Tracking down missing information
is time consuming for staff and takes valuable time away from you being cared for correctly by your physician. If you
don’t provide a complete list of medications, your physician may prescribe a medication that conflicts with one of them.
(We carry a list of up-to-date medications and other up-date medical information in our wallets and planners; we have also
started keeping a record of past doctor visits and take them along with us).
3. “TELL THE DOCTOR EVERYTHING.” Doctors must have a complete picture of your health and life
situation to make the correct treatment/intervention decisions. You must also provide information that you may think
is “personal” or embarrassing. Privacy laws ensure that doctors can’t disclose your medical information without your
written permission except in certain, specific circumstances such as signs of abuse, certain injuries or certain contagious
diseases. Be sure you let your doctor know about smoking, alcohol intake, if you have recently lost your job and can’t
afford treatment, if you are recently widowed or divorced, or if you haven’t filled a prescription, taken your medication as
directed, or finished a course of treatment. (Many individuals stop treatment/medications when they feel better – that is a
“NO NO”). If you don’t share this information with your doctor it might be assumed that your current medication isn’t
working and increase your dose unnecessarily or order follow-up exams/tests that aren’t necessary. For me, that’s time
and money “down the drain.”
4. “TRUST YOUR DOCTOR.” Dr. Avitzur strongly believes that shared medical decision-making is “far superior
to the old paternalistic doctor-knows-best-relationship.” Mutual trust is the key to making it work. You must trust the
doctor to respect your opinion and needs in making treatment decisions. Your doctor also must trust you to be informed
about your condition and to respect his/her professional expertise. Here are suggestions on how to handle situations that
can put that to the test: (1) Playing Dr. Google - a helpful way to use the Internet is to deepen your knowledge of your
condition, develop a list of questions for your next visit (our family does that consistently) or connect with other patients
with a similar problem or diagnosis. Not so helpful is using the Internet to self-diagnose and self-treat without consulting
your doctor first. A wrong conclusion could land you in BIG TROUBLE. (2) Multiple second opinions – the author of
this article is “a huge fan of second opinions and she readily encourages her patients to seek them out when faced with a
difficult diagnosis or decision. But, you can have serious complications and/or results if you are indecisive after seeking
several opinions. Medicine frequently involves judgment calls, and sooner or later you’ll have to trust one of them. A
solution to that is praying for guidance and direction! Our wise Father knows best and He promises His help when we call
upon Him.
5. “TOGETHER, YOU’RE A GREAT TEAM.” That’s what it all boils down to, after all. How do you make it
happen? See items one through four!
PROMISE: “If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and
it will be given to him. But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea
blown and tossed by the wind.” James 1:5-6 (NIV)
								Julie Bertrand, Parish Nurse
16 - Trinity Today

Michael Held Selected as Church Worker Alumnus of the Year
Congratulations to Michael Held who has been selected by Concordia University Nebraska
to be the Church Worker Alumnus of the Year. This award will be given in Seward, Nebraska,
on October 4, Homecoming Weekend.
Mr. Held was a freshman at Concordia High School in 1958 and graduated from Concordia
Teachers College on the same campus in 1966. He received a master’s degree in music from
the University of Wisconsin in 1968. For the next 34 years he served in LCMS congregations
as a classroom teacher and a minister of music in St. Louis, Sacramento, and Houston.
Michael said he was blessed to be the minister of music at Trinity Downtown from 1984 to
2000. Presently he is the organist and handbell choir director at historic St. Matthew Lutheran
Church in Westfield, Texas (12 years). He also serves as a supervisor of student teachers from
Concordia who do their student teaching in the Houston area. In addition he has been the JV
golf coach of St. John’s High School in Houston for the past eight years.
Michael’s wife, Jeanne (they married in 1969), has always been a singer in his choirs and ringer in his handbell choirs.
She also served as a physical therapist in Houston area hospitals. The Helds are blessed with four children, all graduates
of Trinity Lutheran School. Carla is a hand therapist in the Memorial Hermann Hospital system, Lisa is a kindergarten
teacher at Zion Lutheran School in Dallas, Jeff is the head of the fine arts department at Concordia University in Irvine,
California, and Jonathan is the head of the music department at Concordia High School in Tomball, Texas. The three
children who are called workers in the LCMS already have a total of 45 years of service to our Lord Jesus Christ. The four
children and their spouses have gifted the Helds with nine grandchildren.
Michael said, “I am very thankful that the Lord has permitted me to continue serving Him through my 70 years of life.”

Pilgrim Lutheran School Alumni Association
The Pilgrim Lutheran School Alumni Association, Houston, Texas, is updating their
database. If you are a former student, administrator or faculty member of Pilgrim Lutheran
School, please take a couple minutes to complete the Alumni Contact form at http://www.
plshouston.org/parents/alumni-form.cfm. If you are a parent of a former student or know other
alumni or faculty, please spread the word and let them know about this Alumni Contact form.
Also, please Save-the-Date! Please plan to attend Pilgrim Lutheran School’s 60th
Anniversary Celebration the weekend of October 17-19, 2014. There will be Friday Night
Mixers, a Saturday Golf Tournament, a Saturday Banquet, a Sunday Celebration Worship Service at 10:45 a.m. and a
Back-to-Church-Sunday Celebration Lunch. This is going to be a BIG weekend and all Alumni, past faculty and friends
are invited to be there. Come and catch-up with some old friends. For more information, please go to the school’s website
at http://www.plshouston.org/parents/alumni.cfm.

LHN Golf Tournament
Lutheran High North will hold its annual Golf
Tournament at Tour 18 Golf Course (3102 FM 1960
East) on October 13.
Entry Fees are $150 per golfer or $500 foursome
and include lunch (Hamburger Buffet), cart, 18
holes of golf, refreshments, hospitality pack, awards
ceremony and dinner (Prime Rib Buffet).
The schedule for the day is as follows:
11:30 a.m. Registration begins
12:30 p.m. Putting Contest
1:30 p.m. Shotgun Start
6:00 p.m. Awards Dinner and Ceremony
To register, visit www.lutheranhighnorth.org.

2014 GOVERNING BOARD
Jim Baccus (Chair/Elder)
Dag Calafell
Pastor Michael Dorn
Bill Fischer (Vice-Chair/Elder)
Bill Gebhardt (Elder)
Tim Grady
Bo Hopmann
Kevin Juergen (Elder)
Michelle Leitner
Jean Minsch
Charles Volek (Sec./Elder)
Dave Weinhold
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CHURCH REPORT
August 18 - September 14
BAPTISM
09/07/14
Charley Ruby Rosenow

STAFF DIRECTORY

TRANSFER OUT
• Kyle and Colleen Richter to Grace LCMS
- Midland, TX
RELEASED
• Amber Wallace
• David Becker
Year to Date through 07/31/14
Total Receipts . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $2,425,563
Budgetary Needs. . . . . . . . . . . .  $4,518,510
HUG2 UPDATE
Year to Date through 09/14/14
Total Contributions . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,937,057
Pledged to Date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,945,786
SUNDAY SCHOOL TOTALS
1-8
H.S.
08/24
38
12
08/31
31
12
09/07
40
11
09/14
36
19

Adult
103
71
130
112

Total Offering. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $216.94
SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
		
8:15 9:31 11:00
08/24		217 156
185
08/31		175
95
126
09/07		218 106
171
09/14		250 123
162

The 39 Club
The 39 Club is invited to meet in the foyer following
the 11 a.m. service on Sunday, October 12, and go out
to lunch together. In September the group enjoyed the
Enchilada Dinner at St. Peter Lutheran Church.
Those who are single, 39 and over, are invited to
join us. For more information contact Jean Minsch at
281.550.4752.

Senior Pastor
Pastor Michael P. Dorn............713.229.2940
Director of Caring Ministries
Pastor David A. Leeland..........713.229.2916
Visitation Pastor
Pastor Donald G. Black...........713.229.2917

REVENUE UPDATE

TRANSFERS IN
• Chris & Risa Waterman and daughters,
Jennifer & Lindsey from Christ the King
LCMS - Kingwood, TX
• Brent & Marnie Vieselmeyer and children,
Payton & Quinn from St. John LCMS Orange, CA
• Robert & Sarah Martin and children, Ruth
& Daniel from Memorial LCMS - Houston,
TX
• Scott Nickell from Mount Olive LCMS Houston, TX
• Deon & Mateba Harris and children, Don,
Dasan, Dillan, & Dove from Mount Olive
LCMS - Milwaukee, WI

CHURCH

Total
558
396
495
535

Chief Financial Officer
Ron Lacy.................................713.229.2970
Director of Administration & Human Resources
Trinity Garrett..........................713.229.2937
Interim Director of Music and Worship
Mary Voigt...............................713.229.2922
Director of Accounting
Roseann Gamez.....................713.229.2962
Communications Coordinator
Pam Schroeder.......................713.229.2944
Contributions Manager
Angela Avant...........................713.229.2963
Host
Rollin Cattau............................713.229.2950

SCHOOL/TLEC
TLS Principal
Natalia Junkans.......................832.301.3105
Director of Advancement/Admin. Asst.
Lisa Jakel................................713.229.2903
Director of Early Childhood Program
Lucia Flores.............................713.229.2918
Director of Extended Care
Tilita Herrera...........................713.229.2967

Joyfully Sharing Christ’s Saving
Love With All People Now!

Bethesda Lutheran Communities Golf Scramble
The 24th Annual Houston Invitational sponsored by Bethesda Lutheran Communities will be held on
Monday, October 13, 2014, at Longwood Golf Course, 13300 Longwood Trace in Cypress.
Tee time for this four person scramble is noon. The event concludes with a banquet at 6 p.m.
Cost is $160 per golfer ($60 is a tax-deductible gift). Included are greens fees, golf cart, driving
range, complimentary gift, lunch and dinner, hosted beverages, numerous prizes and great raffle and
auction opportunities.
For additional information or to register, please contact Shari DeBraal, National Director of Special Events for Bethesda
Lutheran Communities, at 800.383.8743, ext. 4433 or Anita Lavand at 713.504.3551, or by email to SpecialEvents@mailblc.org.
Proceeds enhance the lives of people with intellectual and developmental disabilities in Southeast Texas.
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1
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5

6

8

9

S
1
8

8:20 AM TLS Chapel
9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:00 AM Women’s Club
HPCC
3:30 PM FUEL
5:30 PM Trinity Woodwinds

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

2

3

4

10

11

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
10:00 AM Ladies Circle
1:00 PM Peace-Filled
Quilters
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
6:20 PM Trinity Bells
6:30 PM Awareness
Forum
7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir

7:00 AM Middle School
Bible Study
5:30 PM Family Fun
Night

9:00 AM Concordia
Meeting

30

5

8:15 AM Worship (C)
9:30 AM SS & Bible
Classes
9:30 AM Confirmation
9:30 AM Faith Discovery
9:31 AM 931 Worship
11:00 AM Worship (C)
12:15 PM Awareness
Forum
12:30 PM Catalyst Kick-Off
2:00 PM HLC Rehearsal

6

7:00 PM Basketball Fellowship Group
7:30 PM 135th Anniversary Planning
Meeting

7

8

9

14

15

16

17

18

21

22

23

24

25

10:00 AM Tuesday
Women’s Bible
Study
6:15 PM Stephen
Ministry
7:00 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble

8:20 AM TLS Chapel
9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
3:30 PM FUEL
5:30 PM Trinity Woodwinds
6:30 PM Women’s Bible
Study

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
6:20 PM Trinity Bells
7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir

7:00 AM Middle School
Bible Study

LWML Sunday

12

8:15 AM Worship
9:30 AM SS & Bible
Classes
9:30 AM Confirmation
9:30 AM Faith Discovery
9:31 AM 931 Worship (C)
11:00 AM Worship
12:00 PM 39 Club
12:30 PM Catalyst Youth

13

11:00 AM Crochet Group
7:00 PM Basketball Fellowship Group

10:00 AM Tuesday
Women’s Bible
Study
7:00 PM Women’s Club
7:00 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble

Vision Sunday

19

8:15 AM Worship (C)
9:30 AM SS & Bible
Classes
9:30 AM Confirmation
9:30 AM Faith Discovery
9:31 AM 931 Worship
11:00 AM Worship (C)
12:00 PM LT Progress
Review #3 with
Lunch
2:00 PM HLC Rehearsal

20

7:00 PM Basketball Fellowship Group

10:00 AM Tuesday
Women’s Bible
Study
12:00 PM LWML Quilting
6:15 PM Stephen
Ministry
7:00 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble

8:20 AM TLS Chapel
9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:00 AM Ladies Circle
HPCC
10:00 AM TLS Open
House
3:30 PM FUEL
5:30 PM Trinity Woodwinds
6:30 PM Women’s Bible
Study

8:20 AM TLS Chapel
9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
3:30 PM FUEL
5:30 PM Trinity Woodwinds
6:30 PM Women’s Bible
Study

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
1:00 PM Peace-Filled
Quilters
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
6:00 PM Great Marriage
Class
6:20 PM Trinity Bells
7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
6:00 PM Great Marriage
Class
6:20 PM Trinity Bells
7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir

7:00 AM Middle School
Bible Study

7:00 AM Middle School
Bible Study

10:00 AM “Home” Group
Gathering at
Church

9:00 AM All Church Work
Day

Buddy Field Day

26

8:15 AM Worship
9:30 AM SS & Bible
Classes
9:30 AM Confirmation
9:30 AM Faith Discovery
9:31 AM 931 Worship (C)
11:00 AM Worship
12:30 PM Catalyst Youth
2:00 PM HLC Rehearsal

27

5:00 PM Elders Meeting
5:30 PM Governing
Board Meeting
7:00 PM Basketball Fellowship Group

28

10:00 AM Tuesday
Women’s Bible
Study
6:00 PM Initial Commitments Event
6:30 PM Trinity Health
Cabinet
6:30 PM Sunday School
Teachers Meeting
7:00 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble

29

8:20 AM TLS Chapel
9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
3:30 PM FUEL
5:30 PM Trinity Woodwinds
6:30 PM Women’s Bible
Study

30

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
1:00 PM Peace-Filled
Quilters
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
6:00 PM Great Marriage
Class
6:20 PM Trinity Bells
7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir

31

5:00 PM Trunks and
Treats

31

8:00 AM

11:00 AM

Basketball Fellowship Group
PEP Club - Wunderlich Farms
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Jesus loves:

Article submission deadline OCTOBER 13TH for articles to be published
November 1, 2014. Submit articles to pschroeder@trinitydt.org.

Contact Pam Schroeder at 713.229.2944 with any questions about this publication.

Joyfully sharing Christ’s saving love with all people, Now!

20 - Trinity Today

