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INSIDE:
Summer Across the Valley
Interested in those oxen sitting along
the road? Read about why and how
they migrated.
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See Pennington’s new bike trail and
how it could impact your commute to
school.

3
Find out the details about our new
school food provider.

4
Rob Radice has moved a town over.
Learn more about our newest football
coach.

5

What did you do this summer?

Read about the new school-themed
mural inside the Media Center.

6

Hello CHS! Hopefully, you’ve enjoyed the beautiful weather
these past weeks and found some time to kick back, relax and
decompress…or had fun doing something. In case you’ve been
wondering what your peers did, here are a few snapshots:
•

Several Bulldogs worked for the Trenton Thunder baseball team: Sean Greener and Ben Schragger
were batboys; Astrid Hunter assisted promotional staff; Rachael Samonski ushered fans; and Donald
Allen, Akeem John and Pierce Jacobs worked in food services.

•

At the end of June, members of the CHS Thespians troupe traveled to the International Thespian
Festival in Lincoln, Nebraska. Gilly Rice, Jackie Silva, Katie Weinstein and Davis Warren performed,
receiving 75 total callbacks. They also participated in workshops and attended productions.

•

Senior Drew Wiley verbally committed to Villanova University for Division I-AA Football. He will
play the position of linebacker.
(Section cont’d on next page)
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(Summer Vacations…cont’d from previous page)

•

In July, CHS students traveled on a World War II-themed field trip throughout Europe, visiting sites in
France, England and Belgium. The excursion was sponsored by the Social Studies Department and
chaperoned by teachers Jeff Parkinson, John McGinley, and Dana Pomykacz.

•

Cross Country runners Jordan Antebi and Iggy Lopez competed in the 92-mile River to Sea race across
New Jersey. Their seven-member team, comprised of Hopewell graduates/runners, placed fourth out
of 150 teams.

•

Junior Yash Balaji was one of five winners of Walt Disney and Marvel Studios’ “Guardians of the
Galaxy: Guardians of Good” contest. He submitted designs for the water purifying clean bottle.

•

Art students under the tutelage of teacher Dr. Robert O’Boyle traveled on a trip to European art sites.
They visited museums in France and Italy, including the famous Louvre.

The Stampede is Here!
bY Jess bezek

You’ve seen them in front of Pennington Market, outside of the local elementary schools and even on Main
Street in Pennington, but what is this colorful herd of oxen for exactly? Well, the newly established Hopewell
Valley Arts Council wanted to kick off their foundation with a memorable first project and has used this
stampede of oxen to do it.
Composed of 68 life-size fiberglass oxen, local artists took the time to paint, collage and draw on each and
every animal to make it a unique work of art. The herd was then unleashed on the streets and scattered
throughout Hopewell Township, Titusville, Pennington and Hopewell Borough.
(Story cont’d on page 4)
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Trailblazing: Pennington Bikeway Opens
By Jordan Antebi

Hopewell Valley’s emerging network of bicycle
infrastructure was given a major boost last August
with the opening of Pennington’s connection to the
Lawrence-Hopewell Trail (LHT). This trail adds a
new option for biking to school.

in Hopewell Valley’s emerging bicycle network
and
future
trail
connections
between
neighborhoods and schools. Last year, a meeting
was held to conceptualize a trail through
Pennington between CHS and the LHT.

Although the path between Pennington Borough
and the LHT is only half a mile, it allows bicyclists
and pedestrians to safely travel between the town
and other points within Hopewell Township,
including the Stony Brook Watershed, Mercer
Meadows Park and developments such as
Brandon and Princeton Farms. According to
Township Mayor Vanessa Sandom, “The
Pennington Connection is a major step forward in
a community-wide goal to enable Hopewell Valley
residents to travel throughout our area by walking
or biking.”

Networks of paths continue to grow across the
Hopewell Valley. The township is developing
new segments of the LHT between the Stony
Brook-Millstone Watershed, Hopewell Hunt,
Cleveland Lane and a nearby bicycle/pedestrian
bridge into Princeton.
In addition, LHT
connections
to
Hopewell
Borough
and
Washington’s Crossing/Titusville are being
explored.
Bicycling can offer opportunities for exercise,
escaping rush hour traffic and enjoying scenery.
So grab a helmet, dust off the seat and hit the trail!

The protected trail meets the LHT near Old Mill
Road before continuing across a wetland area and
a bridge over Stony Brook. It ends at King George
Road where there are sidewalks and bike lanes
leading to Kunkel Park and further into town.
Previously, cyclists and pedestrians had to
navigate the narrow, busy Pennington-Rocky Hill
Road to travel in or out of Pennington. Now, a safe
opportunity exists for riding to school by bicycle.
Within a few years, it will be possible for even
more CHS students to bike to school.
HVRSD officials have publicly expressed interest

3

4
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Although the HV Arts Council is a new
organization, they’ve made it clear that they
have big plans for the future. With goals to
expand
awareness,
appreciation
and
collaboration in the arts, this group hopes to
enrich art educational opportunities for people in
the Hopewell region while also connecting with
cultural organizations in neighboring areas.
Taking an icon of Hopewell’s agricultural
heritage, the ox, the creative foundation has
selected an animal that plows ahead in the field
and used it to move forward in bringing art to
the forefront of this community. Catapulting this
town into the artistic scene, there seems to be no
limits to the HV Arts Council’s aspirations.
So how can you get involved? The HV Arts
Council has taken every chance to make their
stampede an event for the community and you
can find them on Facebook, Instagram or on their
website. With a scavenger hunt and the chance to
vote for your favorite ox, there is plenty to do to
be a part of the inventive effort.
You can even hashtag #ollyox on Instagram
photos of the oxen or attend their auction at the
end of January at the Grounds for Sculpture.
Even just enjoying the masterpieces as you make
your way through town proves how easy it is to
take part in the HV Arts Council’s first big
project.
But no matter how you take in the eye-catching
stampede, it is clear that the Hopewell Valley
Arts Council is quickly making its way into the
heart of Hopewell and there’s no doubt that their
creative presence is going to be an integral part
of our community for a long time.

Donec
interdum

Sodexo Out; Pomptonian
in: CHS’s New Food
Service
By Luke Momo

Pellentesque:

If you buy lunch in the cafeteria, then you’ve
probably noticed a change. Last June, the Board of
Education decided to replace Sodexo, an
international food corporation that has its
headquarters in France, with Pomptonian, a New
Jersey based food service that manages cafeterias
and vending operations in 33 primary and
secondary school locations across our state.
Pomptonian offers two types of lunches: the
“Traditional Lunches” and the “Village Fresh
Lunch”. They claim that Pomptonian’s Village
Fresh daily offerings will include all white meat
chicken dishes, fresh “grab and go” salads, Boar’s
Head deli bar or “grab and go” sandwiches/wraps.
The traditional lunches on the other hand include
items like cheese enchiladas, pizzas, and stir-fry.
According to Board of Education President Lisa
Wolff “It is an extra pleasure that we are
supporting a local NJ business. It’s great to buy
local but we are doing so because
they offer a
Consectetuer:
great product and value.”
According to Pomptonian’s website, Jersey Fresh
items such as “locally grown produce, like lettuce,
tomatoes, peppers, cranberries, apples, peaches,
and watermelon” are used as ingredients in their
meals when each item is in season. You may be
familiar with Jersey Fresh items; they are usually
sold at community farmers markets; now they will
be at the high school.
(Story cont’d on next page)
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During Sodexo’s time here, the school district was paying the service subsidies in order to keep the
program afloat since it was losing money. Under the terms of their contract with Pomptonian however, the
district is guaranteed to make money within the first year. Despite the replacement of Sodexo and the fact
that the food options are changing, the existing employees in the district will also be retained at their
current hours and rate of pay.
Wolff also said that, “our Administration made the recommendation to change food service providers based
on the expectation that our students will get high quality meals, great service and a better value for our
district.”
According to Pomptonian’s official welcome letter to our district, they claim their service “brings the
Hopewell Valley Regional Schools into the new food movement; increasing quality while keeping costs
reasonable.” Their prices at Central High School will run from $3.35 for what they call the “Traditional
Lunch” to $4.50 for what they call their “Village Fresh Lunch”.

Getting to Know Coach Radice
By Sean Greener and Will Cusma
For this upcoming season, Hopewell has hired Rob Radice to be the football team’s offensive
coordinator. Formerly head coach at Lawrence Township High School, Radice is in his 25 year
coaching football.
th

Coach Radice attended Lawrence High where he played center and defensive line for the team. At
Delaware Valley College, he became an outside linebacker and continued to play this position after
transferring to Rider University.
After graduating from college, Coach Radice served on the Lawrence High staff for 24 consecutive
seasons. After choosing to resign last year, he knew he’d eventually coach again. He just didn’t expect
it to be so soon. Before making this decision, Coach spent two weeks consulting family, friends,
former players and the principal at Lawrence for guidance.
One of the greatest factors influencing Coach Radice’s
decision to become Hopewell’s Offensive Coordinator
was his connection with Hopewell. He lives here in the
Valley and has two kids attending Hopewell schools. In
addition, he is also Vice President of Hopewell Valley’s
Pop Warner Board and good friends with current head
football coach, Mr. Caldwell. Radice decided that he
could not pass up such an opportunity.
(Story cont’d on next page)
AT WORK: Rob Radice (right) runs a play
with varsity quarterback Kevin Coleman.
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So far, in his first year at CHS, he has enjoyed players’ great work ethic and attitude as well as the level of
talent from returning players. His favorite part of coaching here is getting to know everyone, and building
relationships.
Coach Radice says, “it is great to just coach the game of football.” The goals he hopes to accomplish this
year are to just take it one game at a time and to continue to get better after each practice and game.

New Mural Graces Walls of CHS
By Astrid Hunter
If you haven’t yet made the trip, please come see the new addition inside the Media Center’s
Senior Lounge (underclassmen, you’ll have to look from the window!). This past summer Nick
Pane and Astrid Hunter began painting a mural on the wall of the lounge to bring together
Hopewell Valley Central High School’s student community. Nick and Astrid met over the summer,
combining their initial ideas and working together to create a design. Their final product includes
over 90 symbols of different scholastic clubs, sports, and academic interests. With this project,
they hope to include as many student groups and aspects of our high school as possible.
Throughout the year, they intend to paint the rest of the wall…seniors, there’s a suggestion sheet
next to the mural for your comments! After finding inspiration from this project, Nick and Astrid
have officially started a mural club. At CHS, there is an endless supply of walls to paint.
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IN PROGRESS: Finishing touches continue
to be made to the new CHS mural.

Interested in writing for the school paper? Come and
stop by our newspaper meetings during lunch or after
school (listen for announcements for add’l details).

Upcoming Dates:
Welcome Back Dance 9/26
Hopewell’s Got Talent 10/9
Homecoming Festivities 10/10
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