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December Sermon Series

The December sermon series this year is titled,
“Christmastime Is Here.” During this series, we will be
preparing for celebrating Jesus’ birth and the dawn of our
salvation by looking at several important “times” in our lives.
The series starts on December 1st with “Personal Time” and
the text for the message is Matthew 24:36-44. In the following
weeks, the themes are: Family Time (Matthew 3:1-12), Church
Time (Matthew 11:2-25), God’s Time (Matthew 1:18-25) and
Lifetime (Matthew 2:13-25).
You may recognize the title of this sermon series by the
name of the song “Christmas Time Is Here” sung in the animated
Christmas classic A Charlie Brown Christmas. The lyrics of the song include the phrase: Oh, that we could always see
such spirit through the year. That phrase begs the question, “What are you doing to prepare for and celebrate the birth of
Christ in a manner that brings Jesus to yourself and others throughout the year?” Join us for this series and make time for
Christmastime!

Advent/Christmas Schedule
Special worship opportunities are planned for this Advent and Christmas Season and you will want to note the schedule
and not miss anything. There will be one service in the Sanctuary at 9:30 a.m. and one in the Gym at 9:31 a.m. on Sunday,
December 22nd and 29th. On Christmas Eve there will be two services in the Sanctuary at 5:00 and 7:30 p.m. with a live
nativity outside on the steps to the Foyer. Christmas Day will be filled with music, God’s Word and a special opportunity
to attend Communion as we celebrate the “Word made flesh.”

Advent Midweek Communion Services
Advent Midweek Service (LHN Choir)*
Advent Midweek Service (TLS 5-8 Program)*
Advent Midweek Service (TLS K-4 Program)*
Two Services
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services
Christmas Day Communion Service
Two Services
New Year’s Eve Communion Service
New Year’s Day Communion Service

December 4, 11, 18
December 4
December 11
December 18
December 22
December 24
December 25
December 29
December 31
January 1

Noon
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
9:30 & 9:31 a.m.
5:00 and 7:30 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:30 & 9:31 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
9:30 a.m.

* Advent Supper will be served from 5:00 - 6:15 p.m. in the Mary Martha Fellowship Hall.

HLC Christmas Concerts
The Houston Lutheran Chorale, under the direction of Jason Mangels,
invites you to join in the glory and wonder of the coming of our Lord.
This year’s Christmas concert entitled “A Great and Mighty Wonder,”
includes a variety of music such as I Wonder as I Wander, A Great and
Mighty Wonder, Winter Carols for Choir, Welcome All Wonders and
Mary, Mary. The orchestra will perform Fantasia on Greensleeves and a
special selection by M. W. Smith. Let us inspire and prepare you for the
celebration of the birth of our Lord! The two concerts will be:
December 7, Memorial Lutheran Church, 5810 3rd St., Katy, 7 p.m.
December 8, Trinity Lutheran Church, Downtown, 4 p.m.
For ticket and concert information call 713.229.2932 or visit our
website http://www.hlc-tx.org. Thank you for blessing this ministry and
being a part of this amazing tradition.
The Chorale will also be singing at the Wednesday evening Advent service on December 4 at St. John-Cypress, 15235
Spring Cypress Road, 7 p.m. You are invited to join the service.

Congregational Assembly Recap
The members of Trinity Downtown met in assembly on Sunday, November 17th.
The meeting was preceded by a pot-luck dinner in the multi-purpose room of the
Education Center. Chairman John Menke called the meeting to order at 12:40 p.m.,
announced that a quorum was present and led an opening prayer. The minutes of the
last Congregational Assembly were approved.
After introducing the electronic voting process, Mark Anderson from the
Nominating Committee conducted the election of Governing Board members. Elected to the Board were Kevin Juergen
(Elder), Jean Minsch and Dave Weinhold. Then elections were held for the 2014 Nominating Committee and these
members were elected: Mark Anderson, Steve Maynard, Cindy Struckmann, Lou Faszholz, Pam Buenker, Kristin Fischer,
and Ann Clark. Thank you to all who were willing to let their names stand for this process. Mark Anderson led a prayer of
thanksgiving for those who have served the congregation and will serve in the upcoming year.
Pastor Dorn began his report by quoting from 2 Timothy 2:8-10 — despite being in prison the Gospel could not be
bound. Pastor shared that despite the challenges and obstacles of the last year or so, we continue to work through them
so that the Gospel be shared. He introduced several new staff members: Natalia Junkans (Principal), Ricky Robinson
(Facilities), and Ron Lacy (CFO, CPA). The Governing Board is in the process of organizing a Call Committee for
the next Pastor of Discipleship to replace Pastor Aaron Lytle who is planting a new church in Houston called Oikos.
Information was shared about some of the ministries and missions of Trinity. Pastor Dorn announced the formation of the
135th Anniversary Committee planning team. Pastor Dorn concluded his report by sharing that both the Board and Staff
are working hard on improving communication that includes: a new website, regular information sent to members via
email through Constant Contact, and ending each meeting with the question, “What needs to be communicated from this
meeting, to whom and how?”
The Assembly voted to extend a Call to Michelle Davis who joined the teaching staff in August. She is teaching
physical education for all ages.
As discussion began on the spending plan, the Assembly stood in applause to honor the 24 years of faithful service that
Sue Holeman provided as Director of Finance at Trinity. Tim Grady presented the 2014 spending plan which was ratified
by the congregation. They also approved the implementation of the HUG3 Capital Campaign using Capital Funding
Services of the LCMS. Pastor John Kieschnick will be the consultant from the LCMS for the next campaign which will
begin in the Fall of 2014 and launch on January 1, 2015.
There was much discussion about how to bless the new church being planted under the leadership of Pastor Aaron
Lytle. In the end, the following motion was approved by the Assembly: Resolved that Trinity Lutheran Church bless
Oikos; pray for the success of Oikos, that many more people would become followers of Jesus Christ and finally, pray for
the ongoing success of all the ministries of Trinity Lutheran Church including the worship services at 8:15, 9:31 and 11.
Pastor Leeland closed the meeting with prayer and chairman John Menke adjourned the meeting at 3:05 p.m.
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Advent Devotions
This year we are offering three devotion booklets for the Advent
season. The Word Became Flesh and Dwelt Among Us by Wayne
Palmer and Advent People: Waiting for the Coming Savior by Pastor
Lonie Eatherton are provided by Lutheran Hour Ministries. The third
devotional, This Holy Moment! is written by Pastor David Leeland.
In The Word Became Flesh, Palmer mines the Gospel of John for
its wealth on the Savior’s life. Typically, when we celebrate Jesus’ birth,
we think about Gabriel’s announcement to Mary; Joseph and Mary’s trek
to Bethlehem and Jesus’ lowly birth; the angels’ joyous proclamation to
the shepherds; and the wise men visiting the King of the Jews from afar,
according to Palmer.
Per John’s narrative strategy, however, Christ’s birth is rendered “from a different point of view,” Palmer said. In the
fourth Gospel we are immediately informed of Jesus’ divinity, His creative power, and His timelessness. Spoken of as the
One heralded in the Old Testament, in John’s Gospel and writings Jesus is referred to as the One who has become flesh
and dwelt among us, “full of grace and truth” (see John 1:14).
The second of LHM’s Advent devotions, Advent People: Waiting for the Coming Savior, is a meditation for young
people. Here Eatherton illuminates a procession of Old Testament characters such as Adam, the sons of Noah, Deborah,
David, Daniel and more, all the way to Zechariah. He chronicles their march through the centuries, awaiting the Branch of
Jesse, the promised Messiah, the Babe of Bethlehem.
A four-verse poem and a prayer of gratitude complement each day’s Scripture reading. Each component highlights
the Old Testament person, who trusted in God as he or she looked to the fulfillment of His promises. “I thought it would
be cool for kids to see with each passing Advent day, a timeline that grew closer and closer to the time of Jesus’ birth,”
Eatherton said.
For our third Advent devotion, Jason Mangels, Suzanne Kurth and Pastor David were brainstorming ideas for this
Advent Season and Christmas Celebration. Out of that discussion came the idea of “Moments at the Manger.” Pastor
David, in musing on this theme, wrote a poem called, This Holy Moment! The whole idea and magnitude of God already
knowing and planning to save us even from eternity before the foundations of the world became the focus and catalyst for
his writing the Advent Daily Devotional, This Holy Moment! Before there was a universe, before there was our world,
before there were any humans needing salvation, God knew what He would do. This Holy Moment! daily devotional
focuses on the heart of God and His great love for the world that from eternity would come the Manger and the Cross and
Empty Tomb of our Savior Jesus Christ. We are invited to reflect on such great love given for us in Jesus our Savior, to
kneel at the Manger and to go on to share His saving love with all people now! To God be all the glory!
Devotion booklets are available in the foyer, narthex and gym.

It’s Beginning to Look a
Lot Like Christmas

December 1 is the
day we’ll all come
together for the best
Christmas
decorating
party of the season!
Don’t miss it. We’ll
have a great time of
fellowship, fun, and
service in His name
when we gather in the foyer after the 11:00 service to hang wreaths, set up the
nativity, set our poinsettias and all the other things it takes to prepare His house
for the coming of His Son. Lunch will be provided. See Faye Faszholz for more
information. Santa hats optional but still encouraged.

Toys For Joy
Please consider donating a toy
or two to help out a child in need
this holiday season. LINC Houston
is collecting toys for all ages and
gift cards for teens. If you would
like to help with this cause you can
bring your unwrapped toy to the
foyer or 931 service. Gift cards may
be placed in the box located on the
Welcome Center Desk.
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Christmas Dinner and Gifts for the Homeless
December 15 at 12 PM in the Multi-Purpose Room
Prayerfully consider the following opportunities to help our homeless
community during the Christmas season. If you would like to donate food
or volunteer, please contact one of the following:
Penny Mickel - 713.825.4562 - penny_mickel0910@me.com
Angela Rinnan - arinnan87@gmail.com
Adrianna Crane - 281.468.1281 - amcrane74@yahoo.com

Christmas Gifts

Pull a name out of the wrapped gift boxes located in the foyer at
the Welcome Center or at the 931 worship service. Purchase the gift(s)
requested and bring the gift wrapped with the name tag on it to the party
by 10 a.m. on December 15. If you are not able to come to the party, the
gift can be placed under the Christmas tree in the foyer.

Christmas Dinner

The following items are needed for the meal. Please bring the food
cooked and in aluminum pans to the Multi-Purpose room between 7 a.m.
and 10 a.m. on December 15.
Item
Turkey
Baked Hams
Cornbread or Bread Dressing
Green Beans
Corn
Salad
Ready to Serve Bread Rolls
Desserts (all kinds)
Ranch Dressing
Italian Dressing
Bowls of Butter
Salt and Pepper Sets (disposable)
Volunteers
Prayer Warriors
Dessert Table
Drink Table
Waiters and Waitresses
Kitchen Staff
Gift Center

Quantity
20
6
20
20
20
20
300
20
3
3
25
25

Size
10 pounds each
10 pounds each
serve 10 each
serve 10 each
serve 10 each
serve 10 each

serve 10 or more
large
large
small

As many as the Lord provides
5 families at 11:45 a.m.
5 families at 11:45 a.m.
15 families at 11:45 a.m.
20 adults, need 3 people at 7 a.m.
20 families, need 6 people at 7 a.m.

Advent Suppers
For some very special Advent Moments, plan to join together for Advent Suppers on
Wednesday nights from 5:00 – 6:15 in the Mary Martha Fellowship Hall. Trinity Stephen
Ministry, Ladies Circle Ministries and Women’s Club will be serving warmth in both food
and fellowship. All are welcome. Bring friends!
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Prayers and Promises by Pastor David Leeland
A Blessed and Merry Christmas to you all!

My mother had a very colorful ceramic
Manger Scene that she would put out on top of a
coffee table every Christmas Season. My earliest
memories of Advent preparation and Christmas
celebration go back to playing with that Manger
Scene.
There were Shepherds, sheep and barn
animals, Wise Men and camels, the Holy Family,
Mary and Joseph and the Baby Jesus, and an
angel holding a star that would be placed above
the stable.
As I played each year and grew to know the
beautiful account of our Lord’s birth better and
better, my story telling grew in greater detail as I moved the figures into position:
 First came Joseph leading Mary who was sitting on a donkey searching for a place since there was no room for
them in the inn.
 Then came the birth of our Savior, the Baby Jesus, wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in a Manger surrounded
by the barn animals.
 Next came the angel’s announcement to the shepherds and all the angels filling the skies with Glory to God in the
highest! The shepherds rush off to Bethlehem to see this great thing that was told them.
 Then the Star leads the Wise Men to Jesus and they come trooping in on their camels with overflowing gifts for
our Savior.
I would imagine myself as one of the barn animals who were there when Jesus was born, or a shepherd rushing in
the night to get there, or a wise man coming from far away to seek the Lord of heaven and earth, or even the herald angel
proclaiming our Savior’s birth. No matter how I saw myself, my heart was always glad to be part of the telling of God’s
great love for us and for our world through His Son Jesus!
My sons did the same thing when they were young and now my grandson does this too! Where do you see yourself in
the story? How well do you know it that you can tell it from memory and straight from your heart?
Take some time to read the Christmas narrative in the first two chapters of the Gospel of Luke and the first two chapters
of Matthew. Get lost in the story and then find yourself there, at the Manger or beneath the heavens filled with angels, or
maybe in the desert following the Star to Bethlehem. And then, look for opportunities to tell the story in your family circle
and maybe even during your daily routine.
Take a moment to kneel at the Manger and pray:
O Heavenly Child of Bethlehem, my Savior and my Lord, thank YOU for coming for our world and for me to save us,
redeem us and give us new life. May YOUR love, Lord Jesus, go deep in my heart, may YOUR grace go deep in my soul,
and may YOUR joy overflow in my life in sharing YOUR saving love with all people now. May the glory of the Father rest
on me by the power of YOUR Holy Spirit that in all I do and say, YOU have first place in my heart. Bless YOUR Church
and YOUR people everywhere and make us powerful witnesses of YOUR life and light through YOUR beautiful name
Jesus. Amen.
Merry Christmas! God bless and strengthen your hearts in Jesus always! Amen.

Sunday, December 22 and 29
9:30 a.m. - Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary
9:31 a.m. - Modern Worship in the Gym
No Sunday School or Bible Classes
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Power Prayers Class – Moving to Sunday Mornings in January
Power Prayers Class is moving to Sunday Mornings during the Bible Class Hour
starting January 5th.
You are invited to join Pastor David in this study and practice of Prayer as we learn
together to pray with greater joy and confidence.
In the words of St. Paul: 4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 5 Let
your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6 do not be anxious
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 8 Finally,
brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is
commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9 What you have
learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.
So, let’s come together in January and have a lot of fun learning together to pray in the name of Jesus. Send Pastor
David an e-mail at dleeland@trinitydt.org to let him know you are coming. God bless you!

Donation Items Needed

As you already know, LINC
Houston exists to support our many
mission congregations as they
evangelize and make disciples in their
communities. Currently, we have
a pastor who has noted a thriving
children’s and youth program. This is
certainly a blessing and we are very
thankful for it. However, in sitting
down with Pastor David Kim, Mission
Director, it was decided that the spaces
used by these children need updating
and re-furnishing. Of course, our aim
is to keep costs low, so we are seeking donations. Please contact cristina@
linchouston.org for more information or to donate! You can find the list below.
Children’s Needs
• Paint sets for the kids
• Coloring books
• Children’s Bible storybooks (English and Spanish)
• Age-appropriate DVD’s (think Veggie Tales, etc.)
• Shelving
• Lower, child-sized tables and chairs
• TV
• DVD Player

High School Needs:
• Tables and chairs (Pastor has asked for something similar to pub tables/
barstools)
• Pool table
• Couches
• Projector or large TV
• DVD player
• Young adult books (please contact for a list of requested titles)
• Preferably an X-Box or similar gaming console
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Poinsettia
Donations
We have ordered forty-five small
(6 in.) poinsettias ($10) and ten large
(8 in.) poinsettias ($20) to adorn our
worship areas throughout the Advent
season and on Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day. If you are interested
in donating a plant(s) which may
be taken home with you after the
Christmas Day service, please
contact Lisa Valdez at 713.229.2970
or lvaldez@trinitydt.org with the
number you would like to purchase,
the size, and the dedication you would
like printed in the Christmas Eve and
Day service folders. There is no limit
on the number of poinsettias you can
order. Deadline to order poinsettias
and have dedication included in the
Worship Folder is December 11.

A Christmas Greeting
We received this as a greeting last Christmas from our friends, Pastor David, and his wife, Charlotte Hintze. I saved
it because I wanted to share this with all of you in 2013!
“As we reflect on the importance of keeping Christ in Christmas, we saved the following acronym to share:
M
E
R
R
Y

is for the Miraculous gift God gave to mankind.
is for the Everlasting life He left behind.
is for the Richest love He gave to you and me.
is for the Redemption He blessed us with.
is for the Yearning to meet Him in paradise.

C
H
R
I
S
T
M
A
S

is for the Child He gave us, His Son Jesus Christ.
is for the Healing He gives to us.
is for the Redeemer that is good and kind.
is for the Innocence we lost in Eden.
is for the Sacrifice He made for us all.
is for the Tenderness He shows in His smile.
is for the Miracle of His virgin birth.
is for the Adoration we give Him.
is for the Satisfaction we receive in the end.”

“How blessed we are to have such a Savior! May we who have come to know the mysteries of His Light on earth also
come to the fullness of His joys in Heaven.” May we share our joy with others!
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Julie Bertrand, Parish Nurse

Calling All Carolers!
Sunday, December 15

Are You Called to
Serve?

Please set aside an afternoon during
the holidays to bring Christmas joy to our
homebound Trinity members. Join the
PEP Club as we sing carols at their homes
on Sunday afternoon. Meet at 3 p.m. on
Sunday, December 15 in the Mary Martha
Fellowship Hall.
After caroling, we will return to
Trinity for dinner. Please RSVP to Bea
Uhl at 713.864.4919 (beauhl@sbcglobal.net) or Cynthia Roney 281.460.4263
(roneyc10@gmail.com).

Christmas Eve is an incredible
night at Trinity as we celebrate the
birth of our Lord. Over 1200 Trinity
family, friends and guests join
together to worship and praise Him
on this Holy Night. We have places
for an army of volunteers to greet
guests, drive golf carts, help with the
living nativity, take pictures, support
our large music team, and myriad
other tasks large and small. If you’d
like to volunteer for an hour or so on
Christmas Eve, please contact either
Jason Mangels or Suzanne Kurth.
There’s a place for you!
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Trinity Prays!
I thank God for all you, for your faith in Christ Jesus, and for your
love for others in the name of Jesus! May you be strengthened and blessed
mightily in the grace and love of our Heavenly Father through Jesus Christ,
our Savior. Amen.
Here are a few prayer suggestions to focus your prayers at this holy time
of the year:

 Pray for people to receive Jesus deep into their hearts and souls this Christmas. Think of our members and guests,
Early Childhood and School families. Lift up your own family, your friends, neighbors and co-workers. As the
Spirit of the LORD brings individuals to mind, focus your prayers on their behalf.

 Pray for greater peace, love, grace and joy in Jesus to be poured from our Heavenly Father’s throne of mercy over
the world and the Church everywhere. Lift up those in distress, those who are far away from home, those who
have suffered in any way. Whether it be those on the Island of Sabu, The Philippines, or those at Star of Hope in
our downtown.
 Pray for people to be in Worship, that churches everywhere, wherever the name and grace of Jesus is proclaimed,
where hymns and songs are sung to the praise of Almighty God, where Jesus is taught to the young and the not
so young, may be filled to overflowing with people hungering and thirsting for the Bread of Life and the Living
Water of Jesus.

 Pray for the Holy Spirit to open your eyes, your ears and your hearts to opportunities to share Jesus, to serve others
in Jesus and for you to be the point of connection for them to receive Jesus and become part of the Body of Christ.

God bless all our prayers as we respond to His grace and Good News in Jesus! Let us pray: Heavenly Father, we
praise YOU for the gift of YOUR Son Jesus, our Savior who is both LORD and CHRIST. May Jesus be so precious to us
that we prize Him above all things as YOUR greatest gift given to us and to the world. Take us deeper in Christ by YOUR
Holy Spirit that we may truly experience the grace and freedom of Jesus and freely share Jesus with others, every day, in
every way. This we pray in the Wonderful Name of Jesus. Amen.

Church Endowment Fund Disbursements
God provides Trinity with many blessings including the ongoing funds from the church endowment
fund. A few months ago the Endowment Committee met to distribute $28,654 to a variety of ministries
in our church and community. Here’s a breakdown of how the funds were disbursed:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

$3,050 to LINC Houston, Inc.
$1,000 to Star of Hope Mission (Houston)
$2,000 to Concordia Seminary St. Louis - Student Financial Aid
$1,000 to The Salvation Army (Greater Houston)
$2,300 to Concordia University Texas
$5,000 to Worship Service – Streaming Internet for Mission Outreach Project
$2,000 for the Sanctuary Cry Room Bathroom Remodeling
$761 for the Mary & Martha Fellowship Hall Kitchen Bathroom Remodeling
$623 for Replacing Tile up the Stairs for Mary and Martha Fellowship Hall Access
$1,920 for New Nursery Doors and Hallway Remodeling
$3,000 for the Entrance Hall Attendant Window Installation (to be reassigned as this project is
not moving forward)
$4,000 for the Trinity Lutheran School – School Desks Project
$2,000 for the Trinity Lutheran Church – College Student Scholarship Fund for members
studying full time to become Church Workers and Teachers

Your contributions to the Trinity Lutheran Endowment help to support many ministries. A member
of the congregation has issued a challenge to our members to match up to $25,000 in donations to the
Church Endowment Fund before December 31, 2013. This is a great opportunity for us to build up the
Endowment. If you would like more information about the endowment, contact the committee chairman, Steve Maynard.
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Be A Generous Receiver of Gifts
Surely that’s a typo. This is the season to be a generous giver - to carefully
select just the right gifts for our loved ones. To see the joy on their faces as they
unwrap our gifts. Since this is a message from the HUG2 Fulfillment Team, it must
be a reminder to give generously to the HUG2 fund and complete the pledges we
promised almost three years ago.
But it’s not a typo. Our Father has provided us with the wonderful gift of
His Son, His grace, His everlasting promise of life. His greatest desire is that we
receive this gift, as Paul exhorted in Ephesians 1:3, “Praise be to the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with
every spiritual blessing in Christ.”
What does it take to be a generous receiver? Take a look at how you receive gifts and compliments. Are you able to
accept the gift and respond with humility and appreciation? Or does it make you feel uncomfortable or guilty? If so, you
may be thinking of gifts as something to be earned, like you haven’t done enough to make yourself worthy of earning the
greatest gift of all — grace.
That belief can affect your ability to give. It can cause you to hold back everything you own and everything you are to
compensate because you don’t feel like you have anything of value to give. But this isn’t God’s desire for us.
For the LORD God is a sun and shield;
the LORD bestows favor and honor;
no good thing does He withhold
from those whose walk is blameless. (Psalm 84:11)

I like to think of resources and gifts like the flow of water. You can’t stop the flow in one part of the stream, and not
have it impact the flow in another. If I cut off the flow of gifts into my life, no wonder there wouldn’t be a flow out.
Likewise, if I stop the flow of blessings out of my life, it makes sense that it would be difficult for gifts and blessings to
flow in.
Receiving gifts is humbling. So is giving them.

Plans for 135th Anniversary Celebration Being Made
The 135th Anniversary Committee has been busy making plans for the celebration of Trinity’s 135th Anniversary,
November 9, 2014, at the 8:15; 9:31; and 11:00 o’clock services.
Members of the committee include Sharon Balke, Jan Case, Thelma Deterling, Trina Fischer, Liz Gallmeier, Kathy
Krueger, Suzanne Kurth, Julie May, Karen Maynard, Lorraine McKinney, Beverly Meaden, Jean Minsch, Judy Stevens,
and Ruth Stoerkel, Secretary.
Thelma Deterling has accepted the challenge of coordinating the publishing of a new membership pictorial directory.
The pictorial directory will be published in-house and Trinity members who enjoy photography are asked to volunteer
to take photographs of members starting in January. Trina Fischer will be in charge of a reception/luncheon following
services in the Education Center Multi-Purpose Room. She will need volunteers to help with serving and members will
be asked to bring finger food and desserts.
More details will be forthcoming as plans include an alumni reunion, a musical event and more.

Reserve November 9, 2014 Now...We will Celebrate With Gladness!

Trinity Today - 9

Trinity Adult Studies for December
St. Luke’s Nativity • Jim Cleary • Room 211 • Sunday • 9:30 a.m. (12/01 -12/15)
The story of Christ’s birth is foretold in the Old Testament and detailed in the gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke, but it is the words of
St. Luke that resonate in our hearts when we hear him say, “And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar
Augustus…” These are the words we’ve heard so many times in the voices of our grandparents, our parents, and even our children.
They bring us comfort and strength – and joy – immeasurable joy. To hear these words again and to study their meaning, come join us
Hebrews • Bill Fischer • Chapel • Sunday • 9:30 a.m. (08/11 - 12/29)
Our God inspired the book of Hebrews so that Christians would be encouraged to persevere in their faith. The writer of the Letter to the
Hebrews was committed to the well-being of its readers – in the first century and today. Through the Word in Hebrews we are taught that
Jesus Christ is above all, that He serves as our mediator with the Father, that His sacrifice was perfect and complete, that all our sins are
forgiven, that although we will know temptation, we can depend on Christ and therefore live lives that bring glory to God the Father, that
our faith and obedience please God. This message is alive and well today. Come join the Chapel class in their study of the New Testament
book of Hebrews.
Proverbs: Learning to Live Wisely • Lori Fischer • Room 205 • Sunday • 9:30 a.m. (09/01 - 12/29)
Temptation during the time of King Solomon was much like it is today. People made poor choices, blamed other people for their own poor
judgement, trusted in the ways of the world, but God wanted them to turn to Him. He sent His wisdom and discernment through the words
of King Solomon. Today, He wants the same for us. God wants us to turn to Him and to follow His clear, practical instruction for living a
godly life.
Coping With Stress • Krystle Marcis • Room 232 • Sunday • 9:30 a.m. (09/01 - 12/15)
If you’re stressed out about the holidays, this is the class for you. God tells us “My peace I give to you.” Still, most of us are more familiar
with the world’s havoc than we are with the Father’s peace. In this Bible study, we’ll take a close look at specific events and situations that
tend to take our focus away from Him who can quiet the storm and we’ll learn more about what He has to say about Coping With Stress.
The Hole in Our Gospel • Alanna Bree • Room 206 • Sunday • 9:30 a.m. (10/20 - 12/15)
If you’ve ever wondered just exactly what God expects of you, you’ll want to join this class. The Hole in Our Gospel is a study centered
around the same question the prophet Micah asked: What does God require of man? To read Micah’s answer, go to Micah 6:8. To discuss
the question with like-minded friends, come join this class.
Tuesday Women’s Bible Study • Audrey Black • Room 205 • 10:00 a.m.
The Tuesday Women’s Bible Study is studying the New Testament Gospel of Mark. This is a fantastic study, rich in gospel and strong in
doctrine. All women are IMMEDIATELY welcome. (You’ve got to come to find out why IMMEDIATELY is so important in a study of Mark.)
A New Song Women’s Bible Study • Jan Case • Room 205 • Wednesday • 9:30 a.m.
Our God indeed does wonderful things. Any time in His Word is encouraging, uplifting, and hopeful, but especially fellowship and study time
with fellow Christians is fruitful and meaningful. Our new Bible study group will be reading some of the Psalms and exploring many of God’s
wonderful deeds.
Wednesday Women’s Bible Study
The Wednesday Evening Women’s Bible Study will take a break during Advent so that members can worship midweek with family and
friends. Mark your calendars now to join this group when we reconvene in January.
Sonrise Bible Study - Pastor Black • Room 124 • Thursday • 6:30 a.m.
“All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls, but the Word of the Lord remains
forever.” 1 Peter 1:24–25 (cf Isaiah 40:6–8)
In our world where change is constant, we find guidance, strength and insight from clear, regular study of God’s Word. Every Thursday
morning, the Sonrise group studies the lectionary texts for the next Sunday morning. If you’re an early riser, this is the group for you!
TnT Bible Study - Dag & Rachel Calafell • Offsite • 1st & 3rd Fridays • 7:00 p.m.
This dynamic group of Trinity 20s and 30s, singles and couples, meets the 1st and 3rd Fridays of each month for Bible study and fellowship.
The group is continuing a new series based on Trevor Hudson’s Questions God Asks Us. We recently completed a study on tough
questions that we ask God. Now we will discuss tough questions that God asks us, based on five Old Testament & five New Testament
passages. Please contact Dag and Rachel Calafell, rachel.calafell@gmail.com for more information.

***Bible Classes and Sunday School will not meet on Sunday, December 22 and Sunday, December 29***
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Middle School a Time of Transition
Middle School is not just the years between elementary and high school. It is
not an older version of elementary school, nor is it mini-high school. Middle School
is a time of transition, maturing, striving for independence, and searching for safe
boundaries. It is movement toward accepting more responsibility, understanding of
oneself and the world that God has created. It is the time when faith must become
real and not just an assumption of the parent’s faith.
Where do you want your middle-schooler to spend these critically important
years? More than likely, you desire for them to be under the influences of those
who share your family’s beliefs and core values.
Trinity Lutheran School is a place where our
transitioning middle school students are loved and
appreciated for the unique people they are and where they
are nurtured to maturity in Jesus, in academics, as well
as in the social and physical areas of their development.
TLS middle school is designed to help students transition
from a one teacher classroom to the high school setting.
Teachers and students work together to facilitate the
development of independent thinking and learning skills.
We encourage you to come visit Trinity, and share in the experience. If you would like to receive further information
about our school, contact Natalia S. Junkans via email: njunkans@trinitydt.org or by phone: 713.229.2901.

Kudos to the TLS Teachers! TLS Open House

This summer Trinity teachers created classroom
websites using Shutterfly.com to help manage parent/
teacher communication with document sharing, calendar
events, and sign-up sheets. The teachers can post important
reminders and announcements or day-to-day updates.
The parents in turn can receive auto reminders for
events and volunteer duties with a shared class calendar.
Additionally, the teachers and parents can share class
photos and videos from daily activities and field trips. The
best part of all, it’s private and secure.
When we decided to take on this new venture, Shutterfly.
com challenged us to be part of a national contest called
Classroom Community Connections. We were notified on
November 13th that we were one of the 50 winners, and that
we would be receiving $2,000 for our school!
Congratulations are in order to all our teachers for
creating their websites and connecting their parents through
this online resource.

We are excited to announce
that we will be hosting an Open
House on the first Thursday of each
month. These Open Houses
will begin at 9 a.m., and will
consist of a brief presentation
on
Trinity
Downtown,
followed by a tour of our
campus. Ashley Phelps, our
Admissions Coordinator, conducts
weekly tours to prospective families
from Early Childhood through 8th
grade every Tuesday and Thursday! If
you are interested or know a family or have friends who
are interested in learning more about Trinity, please be
sure to direct them to Mrs. Phelps for an appointment or if
you have any other questions at aphelps@trinitydt.org or
832.301.3115.
Our Open House dates can also be found at www.
tlsdowntown.org under the Admissions tab.
Upcoming Open House Dates:
December 5th 9 a.m. Education Center - Library
January 9th
9 a.m. Education Center - Library

Trinity Lutheran School’s Mission
Inspire and empower students with a Christ-centered education!
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Trinity Women’s Club

Engaging Quotes

The Women’s Club annual Christmas party will
be on Tuesday, December 10th in the Mary and Martha
Fellowship Hall. The party begins at 6:30 p.m. with
fellowship, wassail, and appetizers with dinner
and entertainment following. We are collecting
unwrapped toys for LINC Houston. Come join us
for an evening of Christmas spirit and fellowship!
The dinner is $15.00 per person and can be
given to Marilyn Clark. Contact Jan Case at
281.392.5899 for child care information.
We will be serving the Advent Dinner on
Wednesday, December 18th and need help
with preparation, serving, and clean up.
The proceeds will support the ministries of
Women’s Club.
The members are reminded to bring
their LWML mites and toiletry items for the
Good Samaritan Lutheran Group Homes to the party.
Members raise money for the LWML mission grants
by collecting cancelled stamps. The box for the
stamps is at the Welcome Desk near the flower chart.
Remember our monthly visit/devotion at the
Highland Park Care Center, 2714 Morrison Street on
Wednesday, December 4th at 10:00 a.m. Contact Bea Uhl at 713.864.4919 for
more information.
The speaker at the January 14th meeting will be Pastor Mike Moreno, a son of
our congregation. He will talk about Operation Barnabas which is the LCMS’s
network of care to our nation’s military members, families, and veterans.
The members of the Women’s Club wish everyone a Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year!

 Faith communities need to
assist older adults deal with two
important questions: “Why is
God giving me these extra years
of living?” and “What should I
be doing with this amazing gift
of extended life?”
 Older adults are tempted to spend
too much time focusing on the
past. A better approach is to look
toward the future.

 Being a caregiver is not easy. It
is important to take steps to care
for yourself as you care for a
loved one.

 Be careful when you are
organizing your pills. When
in doubt, have a friend double
check for you.

- Adapted from the Fall
2013 issue of “Engaging the
Aging” - a timely newsletter for
congregations serving
older adults

Pastor Dorn’s Annual Advent Movie
Bible Study
Each year Pastor Dorn
leads a Bible study using topics
developed from Christmas
movies. This year the movie
is Miracle on 34th Street. In
this Christmas classic, an old
man going by the name of Kris
Kringle fills in for an intoxicated Santa in Macy’s annual Thanksgiving Day
Parade. Kringle proves to be such a hit that he is soon appearing regularly at the
chain’s main store in midtown Manhattan. When Kringle surprises customers
and employees alike by claiming that he really is Santa Claus, it leads to a court
case to determine his mental health and, more importantly, his authenticity.
The theme verse for Pastor Dorn’s study is Hebrews 11:1, “Now faith is the
assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” Join Pastor
Dorn in his office (seating is limited to about 50) for this three week study that
begins on December 1st at 9:30 a.m. Popcorn will be served!
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2013 Governing Board
Jim Baccus (Elder)
Dag Calafell
Pastor Michael Dorn
Bill Fischer (Elder)
Bill Gebhardt (Elder)
Tim Grady
Michael Kaspar (Elder)
Scott Leitko
Michelle Leitner
John Menke
Michelle Vanderwater
Charles Volek (Elder)

Ladies Circle Ministries - December 5
The Christmas gathering of the Ladies Circle
will be held in the Mary/Martha Fellowship Hall at
10 a.m. on Thursday, December 5.
Christmas music will be presented by the
Trinity Singers under the direction of Jason
Mangels, director of music and worship. A covered
dish luncheon honoring October, November and
December birthdays will be served at noon.
Members are encouraged to bring to the
meeting new toys or games for children from
infants to 12 years of age, or gift cards for Target or WalMart. Gift wrapping
supplies are also needed. These gifts will help the missionaries serving through
the Lutheran Inter-City Network Coalition (LINC)-Houston “Toys for Joy”
program to help develop relationships and share the Gospel with people through
their ministries.
Members and guests are invited to participate in this gathering for inspiration,
fellowship, and good food.
For additional information, please contact Debbie Leonard, president, at
(c)319.431.6804; 713.861.7175; or by email to Debbie@GreenAndHealthyStore.
com.
Additional date to remember: Members and friends are invited to come to
the Highland Park Care Center, 2714 Morrison Street, at 10 a.m. on Wednesday,
December 18, to share the Good News of Christmas and sing carols with the
residents.

A Life Quote
“The Church must renew its commitment
to protecting the life and true dignity of
every human – from natural conception until
natural death. But despite the euphemisms of
euthanasia law and suicide organizations, true
human dignity is not found in death (except in
cases of great self-sacrifice). It is found in life! And
in Him who is the author of all life.” - Chuck Colson, author and founder of
Prison Fellowship.

This ”Life Quote” is from Lutherans For Life – www.lutheransforlife.org

The 39 Club
The 39 Club is invited to meet in the foyer
following the 11 a.m. service on Sunday,
December 1, and travel to the home of Pastor
and Audrey Black, 7719 Meadowvale Drive,
for our annual Christmas luncheon. In
November the group enjoyed hamburgers at
Southwell’s.
Those who are single, 39 and over, are invited to
join us. For more information contact Jean Minsch at
281.550.4752.

Staff Directory
CHURCH
Senior Pastor
Pastor Michael P. Dorn............713.229.2940
Director of Caring Ministries
Pastor David A. Leeland..........713.229.2916
Visitation Pastor
Pastor Donald G. Black...........713.229.2917
Director of Music and Worship
Jason Mangels........................713.229.2937
Director of Youth Ministries
Ken Rodgers...........................713.229.2931
Director of Facilities
Ricky Robinson.......................713.229.2904
Director of Administration
Suzanne Kurth........................713.229.2922
Controller
Ron Lacy.................................713.229.2911
Communications Coordinator
Pam Schroeder.......................713.229.2944
Executive Ministry Assistant
Lisa Valdez..............................713.229.2950
Host
Rollin Cattau............................713.229.2950

SCHOOL/TLEC
TLS Principal
Natalia Junkans.......................832.301.3105
TLS Secretary
Julie May.................................713.229.2901
Director of Early Childhood Program
Victoria House.........................713.229.2932
Director of Extended Care & Kids Camp
Jennifer Horn...........................713.229.2967

Joyfully Sharing Christ’s Saving
Love With All People Now!

WORSHIP ONLINE AT
live.ninethirtyone.org

Broadcasts
every Sunday
9:15 a.m. CT
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CHURCH REPORT
October 21 - November 17
BAPTISMS

New Members - Received November 17

Revenue Update

October 27

• Michelle Davis

Year to Date through 11/17/13
Total Receipts . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $1,720,145
Budgetary Needs. . . . . . . . . . . .  $2,314,552

Kambria Nava House

• Abigail Dodge and son, Trace
• Spot and Hope Edge
• Jason and Tara Emde and sons, Scotch
and Revel
• Jim and Judy Holmes
• Mary Krueger
• James and Antoinette Latham
• Sean Mata

HUG2 Update
Year to Date through 11/17/13
Total Contributions . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,492,788
Pledged to Date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,945,786
Sunday School Totals

• Erich Mikesell
November 3
William Henry Harkrider

• Leo and Virginia Poche and children,
Christian and Mitchell
• Christine Pratt and children, Michael and
Cooper
• Brett Schlictemeier
• Julie Yancy and children, Evelyn and
Donovan
• Debbie Zander
DEATHS
October 21
Doris May Bader

November 16
Sawyer Emmerson Vij

November 17
Vivienne Britt Weeks
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10/27
11/03
11/10
11/17

1-8
58
46		
34
41

H.S.
7
11
11
12

Adult
135
114
118
136

Total Offering. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $186.96
SUNDAY Worship Attendance
		
8:15 9:31
10/27		178 333
11/03		 318 234
11/10		 226 125
11/17		 296 135

11:00
135
161
136
146

Online
10
—
—
—
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Sunday

Monday

1

2

8

9

15

16

22

23

8:15 AM Worship (C)
9:30 AM SS & Bible
Classes
9:30 AM Confirmation
9:31 AM 931 Worship
11:00 AM Worship (C)
12:00 PM Christmas
Decorating/
Lunch
12:00 PM 39 Club - Christmas Luncheon

8:15 AM Worship
9:30 AM SS & Bible
Classes
9:30 AM Confirmation
9:31 AM 931 Worship (C)
11:00 AM Worship
4:00 PM HLC Concert

8:15 AM Worship (C)
9:30 AM SS & Bible
Classes
9:30 AM Confirmation
9:31 AM 931 Worship
11:00 AM Worship (C)
12:00 PM Homeless
Christmas Meal
3:00 PM PEP Club
Caroling

9:30 AM Worship
9:31 AM 931 Worship (C)

7:00 PM Basketball Fellowship Group
7:00 PM HLC Dress
Rehearsal

11:00 AM LFL Crochet
Class
7:00 PM Basketball Fellowship Group

5:30 PM Elders Meeting
6:30 PM Governing
Board
7:00 PM Basketball Fellowship Group

6:30 PM Christmas
Eve Dress
Rehearsal

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

3

4

5

6

7

10

11

12

13

14

17

18

19

20

21

24

25

26

27

28

10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
1:00 PM Power Prayers
6:00 PM Stephen Ministry Christmas
Party

10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
1:00 PM Power Prayers
6:30 PM Women’s Club
Christmas Party

10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
1:00 PM Power Prayers

5:00 PM Christmas Eve
Candlelight
Service & Live
Nativity
7:30 PM Christmas Eve
Candlelight
Service & Live
Nativity

8:15 AM LS Chapel
8:55 AM MS Chapel
9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:00 AM Women’s Club
HPCC
12:00 PM Advent Worship
(C)
5:00 PM Advent Supper
5:30 PM Trinity Woodwinds
5:30 PM FUEL
6:30 PM Advent Worship

8:15 AM LS Chapel
8:55 AM MS Chapel
9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
12:00 PM Advent Worship
(C)
5:00 PM Advent Supper
5:30 PM FUEL
6:30 PM Advent Worship
6:45 PM IGNITE

8:15 AM LS Chapel
8:55 AM MS Chapel
9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:00 AM Ladies Circle
HPCC
12:00 PM Advent Worship
(C)
5:00 PM Advent Supper
5:30 PM FUEL
6:30 PM Advent Worship
6:45 PM IGNITE

9:30 AM Christmas Day
Worship (C)

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
9:00 AM TLS Open House
10:00 AM Ladies Circle
Ministries
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
6:20 PM Trinity Bells
7:20 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble
7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
5:15 PM Trinity Wind
Ensemble
6:20 PM Trinity Bells
7:20 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble
7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
5:15 PM Trinity Wind
Ensemble
7:20 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble
7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir

7:00 AM Middle School
Bible Study
5:30 PM Family Fun
Night

7:00 AM Middle School
Bible Study

7:00 AM Middle School
Bible Study
1:30 PM Jingle Bell
Mingle

7:00 AM Middle School
Bible Study

8:00 AM Basketball Fellowship Group
8:30 AM Concordia Review Sessions

8:00 AM Basketball Fellowship Group

8:00 AM Basketball Fellowship Group

Drills & Skills Basketball Camp 12/26 10 a.m. - 12/28 10 a.m.

29

9:30 AM Worship (C)
9:31 AM 931 Worship

30

7:00 PM Basketball Fellowship Group

31

6:30 PM New Year’s Eve
Worship (C)

25

8:15 AM LS Chapel
8:55 AM NOVEMBER
MS Chapel
9:30 AM Women’s Bible
S M Study
T W T F S
5:30 PM Trinity Wood1 2
winds
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
5:30 PM FUEL
12 13 14 15 16
6:4510PM11 IGNITE

26

ALL OFFICES CLOSED

9:30 AM Thanksgiving Worship
Service

29

ALL OFFICES CLOSED

30

8:00 AM Basketball FelJANUARY
lowship Group
10:00 AM 931 Set-up
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Jesus loves:

Article submission deadline DECEMBER 8Th for articles to be published
January 1, 2014. Submit articles to pr@trinitydt.org.

Contact Pam Schroeder at 713.229.2944 with any questions about this publication.

Joyfully sharing Christ’s saving love with all people, Now!
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