Striving for Excellence
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The Dog’s Ear
TOO MANY UNEXCUSED
ABSENCES

March 2015

FAMILY PAINTING

Important Dates to
Remember



March 8—Time
Changes



March 12—Spring
Pictures



March 13t—T-Ball,
Baseball & Softball
Sign-ups due



March 16—20—Spring
Break



March 28—Family
Painting
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Parent’s Note after an Absence
Upon returning to school, the student must
bring a note, signed by the parent that
describes the reason for the absence. Students
have three (3) days to bring a note in after
being absent or the absence will be marked
UNEXCUSED. Notes signed by the student,
even with the parent’s permission, will be
considered a forgery and the student will be
disciplined.
Doctor’s Note after an Absence for Illness.
Upon return to school, a student absent for
more than 3 consecutive days because of a
personal illness must bring a statement
from a doctor or health clinic verifying the
illness or condition that caused the student’s
extended absence from school.
Should the student develop a questionable
pattern of absences, the principal or
attendance committee may require a
F
S
statement from a doctor or health
6
7
clinic verifying the illness or
13
14
condition that caused the student’s
20
21
absence from school.
27
28 [See policy FEC(LOCAL).]
Notes are required as official
documentation for the state. If a
student is absent for a medical or
dental appointment, a signed note
from the dentist or doctor’s office
must be returned to the office or the
absence is unexcused.

PTO and ACE are sponsoring a Family
Painting day for Pre-K through 2nd students
and parents, Saturday, March 28th. 9:00 a.m.
to 11:00 a.m. We will be painting a ceramic
object with an Easter theme. Sign-up sheets
will be sent out in the next couple of weeks.
Please be sure and sign up if you plan to attend
so adequate supplies can be on hand. Come
join in this free event for the family. Parent
must be present with child for child to
participate.

PICTURES WITH PITA RABBIT
Be sure and save the date...April 1st. And
this is no April Fool’s joke! Pita Rabbit is
going to be here to take pictures with students
on Wednesday, April 1st. Just remember
carrots aren’t as cheap as they used to be, so
Pita does have to charge. The cost of each
picture will be $5.00 1 pose, 2 prints.

Spring portraits are a
tradition of their own.
There are several reason
to take advantage of the
program when offered
in our school:


Convenience—
Taking studio—
Quality portraits in
school saves you the
time and hassle of
finding and working
with an outside
studio.





Gift-giving—Spring
portraits are timely
keepsakes
for
Mother’s Day, Father’s Day,
Easter and other spring giftgiving occasions.
No risk—Lifetouch Spring
Portrait programs usually runs
on “family approval” - you view
your portraits before deciding
whether to buy.

While fall pictures are used in the
yearbook, spring portraits offer more
opportunities
for variety and
personalization.
Lifetouch School
Portraits offers casual, studio-style
looks for these pictures, and students
have more freedom to create a look

that’s truly their own.

SPRING BREAK

Along with the Spring Portraits,
Lifetouch offers a variety of keepsake
novelties:

Dawson ISD Spring Break will be
the week of March 16th through March
20th.



Eye—catching and durable
laminated bookmarks, bag tags and
wallet-size portraits



“Sticky” portraits printed on
self adhesive paper for
letters and crafts


Portraits printed on
metallic film paper for
extra elegant look

MISSING
IMPORTANT
INFORMATION?
Are you missing
important information
about your child’s
school? Such as school
closings?
With the
recent bad weather we
have had you might not
have gotten the notices. To keep up to
date
go
the
Dawson
ISD
w e b s i t e ;
dawsonisd.net.
In
the
drop
downs look for
One Call Now.
If you have
gotten a new phone number there is a
place to add it, be sure to delete your
old number. If you don’t want to
receive the One Call Now notifications
this is also where you can remove your
number from the listings. One Call
Now is the best way to stay up to date
with any last minute news regarding
closures at the schools or cancelations.
Sign up NOW!

LOST & FOUND
We have had some pretty chilly
weather here lately and there are still
plenty of coats and jackets in our lost
and found. Please come and take a
look if your child is missing anything
from a lunchbox, pants, to coats. It
could be in the lost and found at
school. The lost and found box is
located by the cafeteria.

BOOK FAIR NEWS

Since we had bad weather and missed
two days the last week of February, the
Book Fair is going to be extended
through Wednesday, March 4th. We
will also extend our public school
week so please feel free to come and
enjoy breakfast or lunch with your
child during this time.

HERE ARE 10 WAYS TO
HELP OUR
CHILDREN BE
SUCCESSFUL
WITH STAAR
TESTING

Whether we agree with
standardized testing or
not is a non-issue when it
comes to our children in
the classroom. They have
to take the test, regardless
of our personal opinions.
If you want to know more
about STAAR and how it compares to
TAKS, there are some great resources
on the Texas Education Agency
website. Here are some tips to help
your child through STAAR testing
week.
1. What they should expect. Talk to
your kids about what to expect and
how the STAAR test is not that
different from regular tests and exams.
When I pointed out to my daughter
that she was already doing well in
Language Arts and making good
grades on her writing projects, she
relaxed. Sometimes just reminding
them that they already have the skills
and a record of success can
build their confidence.
2. Sample tests. If they are
feeling stressed, you can
see example of the types of
questions and problems
kids can expect at http://
www.tea.state.tx.us/
student.assessment/staar/.
When I reviewed one of
the 4th grade reading tests, I knew my
daughter would be fine. It’s very
similar to the type of work she has
been doing in class already. Let them
take a sample test and see how well
they do. Talk through some of the
problems that may be challenging
them.
3. Get plenty of sleep. A tired child
cannot stay focused for hours on end.
4. Eat a healthy breakfast. Minimize

sugar and carbohydrates and make sure
your child has some protein to help
keep their energy stable
for a longer period of
time. In many cases,
schools are providing hot
breakfast for kids this
week. Check with your
local school. Sometimes
getting to school early to
have breakfast with
friends can help relax
your child and take their
mind off the test.
5. Make sure they get
plenty of exercise and
free play time after school. The test is
stressful and the kids’ normal routine
at school is different this week. Their
minds need a mental break and after
sitting all day, your younger ones will
have excess energy to burn off.
Physical activity is also great for
helping kids to relax and sleep better!
6. Support and praise them. It may
sound simple, but just tell them you are
proud of them and know they will do a
great job. Knowing you are rooting for
them can help boost confidence.
7. Eat Healthy. Send a healthy lunch
or talk to your kids about
choosing a healthy lunch
at the school cafeteria.
Explain how healthy food
supports their brains, kind
of like Popeye and his
spinach! My son’s middle
school has required us to
bring a sack lunch for the
two days of testing. Kids
will be eating in their
testing rooms, so check
your school’s regulations today.
8. Surprise them with a special note.
Put a note in their lunch box to just say
hi and you hope they are having a great
day. Nothing fancy, just a sticky note
saying “I love you” will lift tired spirit.
Got older kids? Send them a quick
lunchtime text showing your support.
Don’t ask how it’s going, just say, “I
am thinking about you, have a great
day.” Whether they admit it in public
or not, our kids need our love and

support on a daily basis.
9. Go to the Dollar store and buy a
couple of fun, colorful pencils. Even
something this small brightens their
day and gets them excited. As we near
the end of the school year, pencils tend
to be worn down and erasers nearly
gone, make sure your kids are
prepared.
10. Celebrate when the testing is
complete and again when you get the
scores. Acknowledge your child for
their effort and their success. It might
help to tell them that you will go out
for ice cream or for a movie or a walk
in the park at the end of the week. The
key here is to keep their spirits up
throughout the week!
Testing Dates:
 Writing Day 1—March 30th—4th
Grade
 Writing Day 2—March 31st—4th
Grade
 Math—April 20th—5th Grade
 Math—April 21st—3rd & 4th
Grade
 Reading—March 31st—5th Grade
 Reading—April 22nd—3rd, 4th, &
6th Grade
 Science—April 22nd—5th Grade

DAYSA SIGN UPS
All girls T-ball and softball and all
boys T-ball and baseball sign ups are
due by Friday, March 13. Please send
the form and payment to school with
your child. If you need another sign
up sheet, they are in the elementary
front office.

Name: _____________________________________________________
Date: ______/______/20____

Campus: Elementary

JH

HS

Mailing Address: _________________________________________________
Phone Number: (_____) ______ - ________ Method of Payment: Cash Check
Cash Information: Total amount of cash received: _________________________
Check Information: Check # __________ Final Check Amount _______________
Name on top left hand corner of check: _________________________________
Yearbooks will be available in August of 2015. If you have any questions regarding the Yearbook, Please contact Cindy
Woodard or Cameron Shaw. THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT AND BUSINESS!

