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Trinity Prays – A Ministry of Prayer for All of Trinity’s Families
Trinity Prays is a powerful ministry of Prayer that needs
you to succeed!
This school year, from October through May, we want to
lift up every family of the Church, School, Early Childhood
Center and every family visiting with us in Worship in prayer
every day.
To do this, we need you praying for one another [James 5:16].
This is how it works: Go to trinityprays@trinitydt.org to
sign up as a member of Trinity Prays. Based on the number of folks who sign up to pray, we will be assigning specific
families for each Trinity Prays team member to be praying for each day.
We will be having a Trinity Prays Kickoff Dinner in the Education Center on September 29th at 5 p.m. There you will
receive your prayer assignments. A main dish will be provided that all of us will supplement with our special side dishes
and desserts.
We will celebrate the joy we have in Jesus, pray for the success and blessing of this time of intentional prayer, and
commit our prayers to the LORD for His direction and blessing.
Then, in May, we will celebrate with another great meal and thank the LORD for all His many blessings!
Questions? Need more information? Please connect with Suzanne Kurth, skurth@trinitydt.org or Pastor David,
dleeland@trinitydt.org or call 713.224.0684.

Great Marriage! Class Starts on the 19th!
Great Marriage! Trinity’s Pre-Marriage Preparation and Marriage
Enrichment Class starts Thursday, September 19th, from 6 to 9 p.m., in
Room 124 and meets for six sessions.
September 19th (6 – 9 p.m.)		
September 26th (6 – 9 p.m.)		
October 3rd (6 – 9 p.m.)		

October 10th (6 – 9 p.m.)
October 17th (6 – 9 p.m.)
October 24th (6 – 9 p.m.)

Great Marriage! consists of:
 Bible Studies on Grace, Agape Love, the challenges to marriage,
the one-flesh union of marriage (and more!)
 Developing your prayer and devotional life
 Prepare/Enrich online inventory
 Saving Your Marriage Before It Starts DVD series
 Communication skills training from PREP (Prevention and Relationship Enhancement Program)
 The Five Stages of Marriage and The Apprenticeship of Marriage
 Roles, Expectations and Finances
 Brain Research and Gender Differences and a whole lot more!

Great Marriage! is packed with interactive discussions, couple communication exercises and opportunities to share
and learn together.
Each couple preparing for their great marriage that completes this class receives a certificate that gives them a $60.00
discount at the Harris County Office when they go to get their Marriage License.
Please contact Pastor David Leeland to register for Great Marriage! by e-mail: dleeland@trinitydt.org or by telephone:
713.224.0684.

Grieving With Hope – Trinity’s Grief Support Group Starts!
We will be starting a Grief Support Group, called “Grieving With Hope,” on Thursday,
September 19th, from 1-2 p.m., in Room 124. Grieving With Hope will be an ongoing
weekly group open to all who are experiencing grief in their lives.
We can experience grief from the losses that come our way. Here are just a few of the
ways we can experience loss that causes grief:
gg The loss of a loved one who dies and goes to heaven.
gg The loss of friends.
gg The loss from major trauma such as a house fire.
gg The loss of work.
gg The loss of health or mobility.
gg The loss of a family pet.
Grieving With Hope is open to all who grieve and want the opportunity to support and
encourage one another with scripture and prayer.
Grieving With Hope comes from St. Paul’s words of encouragement from 1
Thessalonians 4:13-18:
13
But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as others
do who have no hope. 14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with
Him those who have fallen asleep. 15 For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are
left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from
heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in
Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the
Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these words.
We have a tremendous hope, confidence and certainty in our Lord Jesus Christ. May His abiding presence bless us all
and comfort us with His grace and peace. And, may His peace flow to us and through us to others with His love. Amen.
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You are invited to

make a joyful noise to the Lord
with Trinity’s Music Ministry.

Trinity Winds begins rehearsals
for the Fall/Christmas season on September 4th and

Trinity Brass, Handbells, and Sanctuary Choir begin rehearsals on
September 5th. You are encouraged to share your joy of music and
invite a friend. If you have any questions please contact Jason
Mangels at 713.229.2937 or jmangels@trinitydt.org.

Wednesday Evenings
Trinity Winds
5:30 - 6:30 p.m.

Thursday Evenings
Trinity Brass
Handbells
5:15 - 6:15 p.m. 6:20 - 7:20 p.m.

Sanctuary Choir
7:30 - 9:00 p.m.

40 Days For Life
“With solid pro-life bills passing, Planned Parenthood facilities closing, and
lawsuits being filed against the abortion industry, great things are happening in Texas.
As Governor Perry shared when he signed SB5 into law, “They won’t have to ask,
‘Where were you when we were saving babies?’ No one should have to ask where we
were – they should see us on the front lines.”
Trinity has chosen October 1st for “our” day to participate in the 40 Days for Life
campaign this fall. Please prayerfully consider volunteering two hours on October 1st to stand (or sit) silently in prayer in
front of the Planned Parenthood Center located on the Gulf Freeway. You will not be asked to say anything or confront
anyone. In fact, we are asked to not speak at all - not even to each other. We are there to be a silent witness for the unborn.
“It does not feel good to pray outside abortion centers. But I go anyway. I go because when we show up to do God’s
work, He shows up and miracles happen.”
If you can volunteer only two hours on October 1st, please call or email Jan Case at 281.392.5899 or jcase001@gmail.
com.

Astros Faith and Family Night
Thrivent Financial and the Houston Astros are proud to sponsor
an evening of Lutherans at the Ball Park on September 14th at 6:10
p.m., as we rally together to support those Texans who have suffered
devastating losses over the past few months. For every ticket ($27)
sold, $5 will be donated to the Lutheran Social Services Disaster
Response Program that has been serving West, Texas, since the
disastrous explosion on April 18. RSVP at http://thriventsupportswest.
eventbrite.com or call Jennifer Coffman at 281.807.2617 no later than
Thursday, September 12th.
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A Degree from Concordia University Texas Pays Off
A degree from Concordia University Texas is an investment that
pays off, according to a new ranking by AffordableCollegesOnline.
org (AC Online). The online source identifies Concordia as one of 49
Texas colleges and universities with the greatest lifetime return on
investment. Students who graduate from these colleges earn more over
their lifetime, on average, than graduates from other Texas institutions.
Concordia ranks No. 38 on the list. 452 Texas colleges and universities
were analyzed for the report. The complete report can be found at
www.affordablecollegesonline.org/online-colleges/texas.
Concordia
University Texas is an educational institution of The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod with which Trinity Downtown is
affiliated. A number of Trinity members have attended this institution over the years. Congratulations, Concordia!

Homeless Ministry Needs Hand
Lotion and Soap
We are currently in need of travel
-sized hand lotion and soap. With the
Thrivent grant, we were able to supply
these items on an as-needed basis, but
we are getting to the end of our inventory
and the grant money has been depleted.
For those of you who travel, the size we need is what is found in hotels. These
can also be purchased in the travel section of stores.

Scholarship Checks Presented
Emilie Finke, Rachel Jones, and Colton Murray were presented with $2,000
scholarship checks from Trinity. These three members of our congregation
are currently enrolled at Concordia University Texas and are studying to be
full-time church workers. Emilie and Rachel are preparing to be Directors of
Christian Education (DCE) and Colton is studying to be a history teacher in a
Lutheran School.
Trinity Downtown is committed to supporting members who desire to be in
full-time ministry. Each semester Trinity provides a check based on available
funds to students to offset their tuition expenses. Currently this fund has been
depleted and your help is needed so that we can continue to support future
church workers. Please consider giving a special gift to the Churchworker
Scholarship Fund.

Emilie Finke
4 - Trinity Today

Rachel Jones

Colton Murray

Dorn Elected to
Third Term
Delegates to the
Synodical Convention
of The Lutheran Church
- Missouri Synod
elected Pastor Michael
Dorn to a third threeyear term on the Board of Regents
for Concordia University Texas.
Pastor Dorn is also the Secretary
of the Board and has served on the
Regents in this capacity for the last
five years. “It is a privilege to serve
the Lord in this way,” Pastor Dorn
said, adding, “I am thankful to the
members of Trinity Downtown for
allowing me to represent them and
our church body in this way.” This
was just one of the many decisions
delegates made at the Convention
that was held in St. Louis, July 20-25.
Pastor Dorn also served as a delegate
at the convention.

Blood Donor Sunday
Our last Blood Donor Sunday for 2013 will be held September 15, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
in the Mary and Martha Fellowship Hall in the basement, same as the last drive. Signup
sheets will be in the foyer, school hall near the gym entrance and the narthex September
1st and 8th if you would like to sign up ahead of time and save a special spot. Our Health
Cabinet will also be calling all of you who have donated in the past to set up appointment
times if you haven’t already signed up. Setting up the appointments ahead of time gives
us an estimate of how many donors to expect and then the Blood Center sends out the
appropriate number of workers. If we know in advance about how many of you will
be donating, ample help will be at our drive to keep things running smoothly. We look
forward to a very successful drive this fall. Double red cell and combination whole blood and plasma machines are also
available for those wishing to donate that way. Both count for two donations.
REMINDER: The minimum donor age requirement to give blood is now 16 years old with a parent’s permission.
Weight must be 122 lbs. (still 110 lbs. for 17 and older) and in general good health.
REMEMBER: One unit of blood can save as many as three lives as it is broken down into three components – red
blood cells, platelets and plasma. The Health Cabinet looks forward to speaking to each of you again so anticipate the call.
May our Lord keep you healthy and you can continue to contribute the gift of life!

Fall Mission Trip—How Can You Get Involved?
On September 28 - October 5, another team will be traveling down to
Que Brada De Agua, Guatemala. The team will be building relationships
and discipling leaders during the time. They will also work on four
possible projects:
Project #1 - Basic Improvements to School: This project will help
them utilize their space better by providing a room divider and putting in
a basic window. Total cost is approximately $800.
Project #2 - Water for the School: This project is providing just basic
needs for kids in the school. Total cost is approximately $540.
Project #3 - Ovens for the Community: This project would give the
entire community two working ovens to make bread. These are wood
burning ovens, so they are not fancy, but they are large. It provides jobs
for a few members of the community and also affordable bread for the community. Total cost is approximately $3,160.
Project #4 - Bibles for Kids: We want to put in the hands of every kid in the school a Bible. The total cost is
approximately $2,000.
If you would like to donate funds for one or more of these projects or for the individuals who are going, please give
to the Harms/Behnken Mission Fund which supports the Guatemala Mission. The team will be doing one or more of
these projects during this coming trip. The team that goes in the Spring of 2014, will finish or start new projects for the
community of Que Brada De Agua.
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HUG2 Giving
The HUG2 capital campaign is in its final year and
we have made great progress to date, with an additional
12 families completing their pledges during the second
quarter. The early pledge completions, memorial giving,
and generous estate donations have allowed Trinity to
pre-pay over $600,000 against the note’s principal and
thus save almost twice that amount in loan interest. This
success also brings challenges for the remaining members
who are still working to fulfill pledges and those who
haven’t yet started on their pledge giving. At this time,
there is an estimated $848,000 remaining in pledges to be
given. In the last three months, our weekly contributions
have begun to decline. Though we are still covering the
required $25,000 monthly mortgage payment, we will need to access our reserve funds if the trend continues.
A separate area of concern is with our mission investments at the Church Extension Fund (CEF). A feature of our note
with CEF is to maintain a satisfactory ratio of individual deposits in relation to our loan amount. In 2013, this ratio has also
steadily fallen - it is almost 10 percentage points lower currently than at the end of 2012. This low percentage prevents
Trinity HUG2 from receiving an interest rebate; in fact, the interest rate could increase as a penalty if the ratio falls any
lower. The CEF investment options are quite competitive with those at other financial institutions and our deposits will
not only help our own financial results and lower our interest rate, but provide funds to spread the Word though expanding
our Texas churches. (Find out more at www.texascef.org.)
Please regularly include HUG2 in your prayers – that each of us open our hearts to the Lord’s individual call to us
to share our bounteous resources, that we honor our heartfelt pledge made on Commitment Sunday so the remaining
$848,000 is collected, and that others may be inspired by our demonstration of faith to begin giving as well.

Traits For Living Well

Buddies for Kids

In the book “Living to 100” author Thomas Perls, MD, found that many of
the centenarians in his research shared the same attributes. They:
• Have positive outlooks
• Do not overeat
• Live for the day
• Have a good sense of humor
• Do not dwell on issues
• Are adaptable and independent
• Have meaningful relationships with family and friends
• Have a spiritual life
• Handle emotional stress well
• Stay active, both physically and mentally

Did you know that mentoring in
schools can have a significant impact
on the dropout rate? We are recruiting
people who would like to give an
hour a week through the school
year by investing in a kid. There are
always more kids in need than we
can supply buddies for. This is just
one of many ways Trinity is reaching
into our surrounding community with
the love of Jesus. Last year, several
buddies had the opportunity to tell
their kid about Jesus. If you have any
interest in this or would like more
information, please contact Pastor
Lytle at 713.229.2903 or alytle@
trinitydt.org.

Let all of us continue these “traits” if we are doing them and if not, let us get
started NOW! There are a few I can work on.
SOURCE: BETTER HEALTH (SUMMER 2013)

PROMISE: “Listen to Me , O house of Jacob, all you who remain of the
house of Israel, you whom I have upheld since you were conceived, and have
carried since your birth. Even to your old age and gray hairs I am He, I am He
who will sustain you and I will carry you; I will sustain you and I will rescue
you.” Isaiah 46:3-4 (NIV)
					Julie Bertrand, Parish Nurse
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Trinity Founding Member, Dr. Henry Nehrling (1853-1929)
Dr. Henry Nehrling was the first teacher at Trinity Lutheran School in 1879, the first
congregational secretary and one of the 24 men that were founders of Trinity Lutheran
Church and School on November 9, 1879.
In addition to Mr. Nehrling’s education at Concordia Chicago and training as a
classical Lutheran school teacher, he also had a great love for bird and flowers. Later
in his life, this avocation transformed into a very dedicated interest in ornithology and
botany that resulted in the purchase of acreage in Gotha, Florida (near Orlando) and the
establishment of his Palm Cottage Gardens. He authored a number of books and many
articles for publication. From 1886 until his death in 1929, Dr. Nehrling established
himself as the “patron saint of Florida gardens” and was recognized as a leading botanist,
horticulturist, conservationist, and scientist in the development of caladiums, bromeliads,
amaryllis, ficus, bamboo, palms, orchids and other well-known species of plants. He
remained an active member of the American Ornithologist Union for 46 years until his
death in 1929.
In 2010 and 2011 Ruth Stoerkel presented a program to the Women’s Club and Ladies’ Circle entitled “Let’s Drop
Names...New Characters from Past History” that included Dr. Nehrling’s accomplishments. After Dr. Nehrling’s death
in 1929 his widow began to sell off acreage from his gardens so that by the mid-1900s only six acres of his original 65
acres and his home remained at its original location. At that time, his great-grandson, Richard Nehrling, began an effort
to save the gardens and his home from destruction and redevelopment. In November, 2000, the site was placed on the
National Register of Historic Places. After much effort, the acreage and homestead were purchased by the non-profit
Henry Nehrling Society in 2009 and on-going efforts continue today to raise funds to eliminate the $350,000 mortgage.
In May 2010 Ruth and Fred Stoerkel were able to tour the gardens and noted that much restoration was going to be
needed to save the property as a historical and horticultural education center and as a beautiful living memorial to Dr.
Nehrling’s work in the field of botany and horticulture. Since 2010, various garden clubs, business owners, boys and girls
scout troops, and student groups have joined the effort to save the house and original plants and specimens on the property.
In July 2013 Fred and his son, Walter, on their annual trip to baseball
stadiums in the U.S., were in Florida and toured the Nehrling gardens.
Fred reports that a lot of progress has been made in the past three years to
reclaim the original gardens and restore the home.
The Florida Bureau of Historical Preservation has awarded the site a
Florida Heritage Landmark Marker which was dedicated on May 9, 2013.
With continued efforts and determination of the Henry Nehrling Society
and volunteer efforts of interested groups, hopefully, the Palm Cottage
Gardens will once again be restored to its original, but smaller, historic site
as it once was from 1884 - 1929. We are proud to claim Dr. Nehrling as a
member of our Trinity family.
							By Ruth Stoerkel

Power Prayers – A Class For Developing and Exercising
Your Prayer Life!
Power Prayers, a weekly class for developing and exercising your prayer life, starts
Tuesday, September 17th, from 1-2 p.m. in Room 124. Each week will have a focus Scripture
that will guide our discussion and opportunity for prayer. We will also be using the booklet,
Theology And Practice of Prayer: A Lutheran View, as a resource to encourage one another
towards a more active and powerful prayer life.
Our first focus Scripture is Psalm 50:15: “Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will
deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.”
Questions? Need more information? Please connect with Pastor David for more information or answers to questions
or to register for Power Prayers via e-mail at dleeland@trinitydt.org or call 713.224.0684.
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PEP Club
August – BINGO

Our Bingo party on August 11 was attended by 55
members who had a spirited time competing for Bingo
prizes, eating homemade ice cream and cookies, and
generally “enjoying people.” Heartfelt thank-you’s to
Bill Darling, our Bingo caller and to Beverly Meaden
and Mary Mountford, the event coordinators.
In response to requests, the recipe for homemade
orange sherbet is: blend a 20 oz can of crushed
pineapple with 2 cans of sweetened condensed milk
in a ½ gallon ice cream freezer. Add most of a 2-liter
bottle of Orange Crush soda to just past the fill line on
the canister. Churn in electric freezer and let sit on ice
or in freezing compartment for additional 30 minutes
before serving.

September – Bull and Bear Dinner

We will dine and have fellowship at the Bull and Bear Tavern and Eatery
on Saturday, September 21, beginning at 5:30 p.m. The restaurant is located at
11980 Westheimer (just west of Kirkwood) and serves authentic British fare in
a pub atmosphere. Kathleen Schmidt is coordinating the event. Please RSVP to
her no later than September 18. Her telephone number is 281.703.9718 (email schmidt5659@sbcglobal.net).

October – Wendish Luncheon

The PEP Club will take a bus trip to Serbin, Texas on Wednesday, October 9, to tour the Wendish Museum. On
September 20, 1854, about 550 Wendish Lutherans from congregations in Prussia and Saxony left for Texas under the
leadership and pastoral care of John Kilian. Upon arriving in Texas, the people of Serbin became the earliest members of
The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod in Texas. The ladies of St. Paul Lutheran Church, which was established in 1871,
will be providing lunch for the group. Attendance is limited to 30 people. More details will be provided in future articles.

2013 GOVERNING BOARD
Jim Baccus (Elder)
Dag Calafell
Pastor Michael Dorn
Bill Fischer (Elder)
Bill Gebhardt (Elder)
Tim Grady
Michael Kaspar (Elder)
Scott Leitko
Michelle Leitner
John Menke
Michelle Vanderwater
Charles Volek (Elder)
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Flu Vaccine Clinic for TLC, TLS AND TLEC – 2013
As announced in our August “Trinity Today” we will be offering the Flu Vaccine for the 2013-2014 Flu Season.
PLEASE TAKE NOTE: According to the CDC (Center for Disease Control and Prevention) INFLUENZA AND ITS
COMPLICATIONS can CAUSE up to 49,000 DEATHS IN THE USA EVERY YEAR and AT LEAST 3,000 DEATHS
IN TEXAS BECAUSE OF THE FLU!
This year (2013), as recommended by the CDC, the vaccine contains the seasonal (A and B) and the H1N1 virus
and the CDC recommends that EVERYBODY receive the Influenza Vaccine if 6 months of age or older. Individuals
who work in schools or any closed environments are more exposed than others to get infectious diseases. People at risk
for getting the flu are children younger than 5 years old, especially children younger than 2 years old, pregnant women,
people with medical conditions like asthma, diabetes (Type 1 or 2), heart and lung disease and especially people 65 years
and older.
IMPORTANT INFORMATION

•

WHEN:
1. SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2013 (8:00 a.m. – 1:00
p.m.) in the MIDDLE SCHOOL CLINIC (Room 131)
located in school hall near Reisner Street entrance and
gymnasium.
2. MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2013 (3:00 p.m. –
6:00 p.m.) in the TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
FOYER. You may enter from the hallway or Houston
Ave. entrance (triple doors).
YOU MUST MAKE A RESERVATION: Beginning
TUESDAY, 8/27/13, signup sheets will be in the school
hall near the gymnasium, Church Foyer, Narthex and the
Education Center. You may also call Julie Bertrand, RN,
at 281.498.5758 to make a reservation. Texas Vaccine
Institute will be able to take a SMALL number of walk-ins,
but PLEASE call or sign up to reserve your “spot”. ALSO,
PLEASE INDICATE WHETHER YOU DESIRE THE
SHOT OR NASAL MIST.

•

COST: PAYABLE BY CASH OR CHECK: NO CREDIT
CARDS
1. FLU SHOT – “killed virus” - $20.00 (individuals 6
months old and up). PARENT MUST BE PRESENT.
2. FLU MIST (INHALED NASAL SPRAY) – “live” weakened virus – LAIV [Live Attenuated Influenza Virus] $30.00 (healthy individuals 2 years to 49 years old who are not pregnant, without fever or asthma).
3. INDIVIDUALS WITH MEDICARE AS PRIMARY INSURANCE – FREE, BUT YOU MUST BRING
YOUR MEDICARE CARD TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS OFFER. BCBS (PPO), & AETNA are also
accepted, but YOU MUST HAVE YOUR INSURANCE CARD.

•

OTHER IMPORTANT VACCINES THAT WILL BE OFFERED TO ADULTS ARE:
1. Tdap (Tetanus, Diphtheria, & acellular Pertussis [Whooping Cough] - $40.00 (highly recommended if it has been
10 years since your last vaccination for these contagious diseases). There has been an increase in the number of
cases of Whooping Cough in the US.
2. Pneumonia Vaccine (individuals 50 years or older) $70.00. MEDICARE covers the cost of the Pneumonia
Vaccine.

SIDE EFFECTS are rare, brief and mild. THE FLU VACCINE IS NOT RECOMMENDED FOR PEOPLE
ALLERGIC TO EGG PRODUCTS OR PEOPLE WITH FEVER. You cannot get the flu from either of these vaccines!
If you get the flu you were most likely exposed to the virus before you received the vaccine. It takes about 2 weeks for
antibodies to develop in the body so the sooner the better. The safest alternative to getting the flu is getting the Flu Vaccine.
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Trinity Adult Studies for September
Coping With Stress • Krystle Marcis • Room 232 • Sunday • 9:30 a.m. (09/01 - 10/27)
God tells us “My peace I give to you.” Still, most of us are more familiar with the world’s havoc than we are with the Father’s peace. In this Bible study,
we’ll take a close look at specific events and situations that tend to take our focus away from Him who can quiet the storm and we’ll learn more about
what He has to say about Coping With Stress.
Forgiveness • Jim Cleary • Room 211 • Sunday • 9:30 a.m. (08/11 - 09/29)
We pray as Jesus taught us to pray “Forgive us… as we forgive others…” Although we long for the freedom of forgiveness, and we thank God sincerely
that He “remembers our sins no more,” we do not naturally overflow with the same mercy, grace and forgiveness that God has for us. We can learn
though, and that’s what we’ll be doing together as we study Forgiveness, a work by faith out of obedience to Him who so graciously forgives us.
Hebrews • Bill Fischer • Chapel • Sunday • 9:30 a.m. (08/11 - 12/29)
Our God inspired the book of Hebrews so that Christians would be encouraged to persevere in their faith. The writer of the Letter to the Hebrews was
committed to the well-being of its readers – in the first century and today. Through the Word in Hebrews we are taught that Jesus Christ is above all,
that He serves as our mediator with the Father, that His sacrifice was perfect and complete, that all our sins are forgiven, that although we will know
temptation, we can depend on Christ and therefore live lives that bring glory to God the Father, that our faith and obedience please God.
This message is alive and well today. Come join the Chapel class in their study of the New Testament book of Hebrews.
Proverbs: Learning to Live Wisely • Lori Fischer • Room 205 • Sunday • 9:30 a.m. (Begins 09/01)
From his perch above the city, King Solomon could see the many temptations of his subjects – myriad piles of goods and merchandise, rich scents of
myrrh and cinnamon, beautiful women. He understood clearly the need of his subjects for clear instruction in living for God, for wisdom that parents
could pass on to their children and teachers could share with their students. The central theme: “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.”
God’s wisdom expressed through King Solomon in the book of Proverbs is as timely today as it was 10 centuries before Christ.
Tuesday Women’s Bible Study • Audrey Black • Room 205 • 10:00 a.m. (resumes 09/03)
The Tuesday Women’s Bible Study returns to regular study on September 3 at 10:00 a.m. in Room 205.
This fall our group will study the New Testament books of Mark and Romans. This will be a fantastic study, rich in gospel and strong in doctrine. All women
are welcome. Audrey Black leads this group in study and prayer.
A New Song Women’s Bible Study • Jan Case • Room 205 • Wednesday • 9:30 a.m. (Begins 09/11)
Our God indeed does wonderful things. Any time in His Word is encouraging, uplifting, and hopeful, but especially fellowship and study time with fellow
Christians is fruitful and meaningful. Our new Bible study group will be reading some of the Psalms and exploring many of God’s wonderful deeds.
Wednesday Women’s Bible Study • Mary Oliver • Room 205 • 6:30 p.m. (resumes 09/04)
The Wednesday Evening Women’s Bible Study is starting off this fall on a different foot! We’ll gather together at 6:30 p.m. on September 4 in Room 205
for a Fall Kick-Off Dinner and Speaker. This will be a great evening of joy, insight and fellowship. Our speaker is Kathryn Davies, a member of Epiphany
Lutheran in Pearland. Kathryn will tell her own story of the work of the Spirit in her life. She’s a wife, mother of three boys, and leader of myriad projects
in her church, her boys’ schools, and her community. The way the Spirit has led and continues to lead her is a story worth hearing.
All women are invited to join us for a home-cooked dinner that evening. Please let Mary Oliver or Suzanne Kurth know you’re coming so we can prepare
appropriately. By the way, you’re invited for the kick-off dinner even if you can’t make Bible study all fall. Please pray about participating in this very
special evening.
Mary Oliver leads this group which is dedicated to strengthening one another in Christian friendship and building stronger relationships with God through
prayer and study.
Sonrise Bible Study - Pastor Black • Room 124 • Thursday • 6:30 a.m. (ongoing)
“All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls, but the Word of the Lord remains forever.” 1
Peter 1:24–25 (cf Isaiah 40:6–8)
In our world where change is constant, we find guidance, strength and insight from clear, regular study of God’s Word. Every Thursday morning, the
Sonrise group studies the lectionary texts for the next Sunday morning. If you’re an early riser, this is the group for you!
TnT Bible Study - Dag & Rachel Calafell • Offsite • 1st & 3rd Fridays • 7:00 p.m.
This dynamic group of Trinity 20s and 30s, singles and couples, meets the 1st and 3rd Fridays of each month for Bible study and fellowship. The group is
continuing a new series based on Trevor Hudson’s Questions God Asks Us. We recently completed a study on tough questions that we ask God. Now
we will discuss tough questions that God asks us, based on five Old Testament & five New Testament passages. Please contact Dag and Rachel Calafell,
rachel.calafell@gmail.com for more information.
COMING SOON!
Financial Peace University • John Garrett • Room 214 • Sunday • 9:30 a.m. (begins 10/13)
Our next Financial Peace University class will begin October 13. Now’s the time – there is no better time – to get your finances in order before the holiday
spending frenzy. John Garrett will lead this class at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings in Room 214. Watch the worship folder for registration information or
contact Suzanne Kurth at skurth@trinitydt.org.
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Peak Challenge 2013 – Leadville, CO
www.PeakChallenge.net
Peak Challenge is an annual opportunity for men, their sons,
fathers, brothers and friends to get away from the trappings in
life and to experience all that God has for them in a wild setting
– the mountains of Colorado. This is not a “retreat” but rather
a wilderness advance of men who seek to experience God in a
way that will resonate deep within their souls and change their
hearts with a new or renewed orientation.
God is calling men in the Body of Christ to stand up and
lead their families, their churches and their communities in
strong and bold ways for Jesus Christ. Men need to connect
and develop strong bonds of friendship, brotherhood and
camaraderie amongst each other in order to work together to
advance the Kingdom. A wilderness experience provides that.
Men will be challenged physically while in Colorado,
whether it be hiking 14,000 foot peaks, biking or whitewater
rafting. But more importantly, men will be challenged spiritually
to engage in the battle like never before, as they will see what
is at stake.

Testimonies:

“Peak Challenge provided me the opportunity to bond with
a group of guys based on our Faith. Even though we were not
able to climb the mountain, God’s work was ever present and
He was able to impact our lives and relationships. For me this
trip was an example that I am not in control of my destiny, God
is. I willingly follow Him as I know He will provide for me. I
look forward to next year.” - Andrew Mireles
“The Peak Challenge was a breath of fresh air. The
discussions at night were a confirmation of what God is telling
me. I came back relaxed and with a renewed focus on God.” Dag Calafell, III

Peak Challenge 2014: July 24-28, Printer Boy
Campground, Leadville, CO

Men, if you are interested in embarking on this adventure
in 2014, please speak with David LeFevre (david.l.lefevre@
gmail.com), Eric Vandenberg, Jason Phelps, Andrew Mireles,
Dag Calafell, Andy Uschold, or Jim Vanderwater. Be sure to visit the website and begin praying whether or not you are
ready for this adventure and challenge. Registration begins this December.
Trinity Today - 11

Prayers and Promises by Pastor David Leeland
May thankfulness flow from your heart through the working of the Holy Spirit as you receive many
blessings in our Lord Jesus Christ and from our Lord Jesus Christ to our heavenly Father’s glory. Amen.
Right after Paul encourages us with the peace of Christ, he urges us to respond with thankfulness. In
fact, in three verses Paul three times tells us to be thankful, to receive the Word with thankfulness and to
give thanks to God the Father through Jesus.
St. Paul writes: 12 Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts,
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint
against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 And
above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of
Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the word
of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or
deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him. [ESV]
And now I’m going to ask you a surprising question: When was the last time you confessed your
sins? I mean truly confessed them? Where you took the time to examine yourself and the impact of your
words and actions upon others? Where you took it all to Christ’s throne of mercy and grace and told Jesus
everything? And, as necessary, confessed to others?
You may wonder what confession has to do with thankfulness. I submit to you, everything.
Peter, preaching to the people at the Temple after the healing of the lame beggar says: 19 Repent
therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, 20 that times of refreshing may come from the
presence of the Lord… [Acts 3:19-20]
This verse is quoted in Luther’s Small Catechism with Explanation in the Section of Confession at Question 272: Who
are to be forgiven (absolved)? The Answer: Those who repent and ask for forgiveness are to be forgiven.
Acts 3:19 Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from
the Lord.
Times of refreshing … Forgiveness of sins that goes deep into our souls gives us times of refreshing and this results in
unabashed thankfulness for Jesus and genuine gratitude for all His many blessings.
As the old Gospel hymn Count Your Blessings says:
When upon life’s billows You are tempest tossed,
When you are discouraged Thinking all is lost,
Count your many blessings Name them one by one,
And it will surprise you What the Lord hath done.

When you look at others With their lands and gold,
Think that Christ has promised You His wealth untold.
Count your many blessings Money cannot buy,
Your reward in heaven Nor your home on high. Chorus

Chorus:

So amid the conflict Whether great or small,
Do not be discouraged God is over all.
Count your many blessings Angels will attend,
Help and comfort give you To your journey’s end. Chorus

Count your blessings Name them one by one.
Count your blessings See what God hath done.
Count your blessings Name them one by one.
Count your many blessings See what God hath done.

Are you ever burdened With a load of care,
Does the cross seem heavy You are called to bear.
Count your many blessings Every doubt will fly,
And you will be singing As the days go by. Chorus

May the LORD bless us all with the blessing of times of refreshing in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Are You Aging? - A Thought for You
Living longer challenges us to find meaning for these later years. To be sure, volunteering is helpful. Seeking leisure
activities is beneficial. Exercising is profitable. But faith in “God’s promises” and participation in religious customs and
traditions are “icing on the cake.” Research shows that social detachment - having few close relationships - is as bad for
us as smoking and worse than obesity. Socialization creates a quality of life that is healthy, happier, and hopeful.
“This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.”
From “Engaging the Aging”- Spring 2013
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Ladies Circle Ministries - September 5
The Ladies Circle will meet at 10 a.m. on Thursday,
September 5, in the Mary and Martha Fellowship Hall.
A report on the LWML National Convention held in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, this past June will be presented
by Judy Dold, president of the LWML Bayou City Zone.
A potluck covered dish luncheon will be served at
noon, honoring birthdays of July, August and September.
Additional dates to remember: Wednesday, September
18, 10 a.m. - Devotions at Highland Park Care Center; Saturday, September 28,
10 a.m. LWML Bayou City Zone Fall Rally at Fishers of Men Lutheran Church,
2011 Austin Parkway, Sugar Land.
For additional information about the Ladies Circle and its ministries, please
call Debbie Leonard, president, at 319.431.6804 or 713.861.7175. All are
welcome - bring along a friend.

Trinity Women’s Club
The Trinity Women’s Club will meet on Tuesday,
September 10th at 7:00 p.m. in Room 124. The opening
devotion will be by Suzanne Kurth and closing prayer will
be by Becky Lovdahl. The hostesses are Sharon Balke,
Marlene Eickenhorst, and Judy Stevens. Refreshments
will be served starting at 6:45 p.m. Contact Jan Case at
281.392.5899 for child care information. Come join us for
an evening of fellowship!
Please remember our monthly visit/devotion at the Highland Park Care
Center, 2714 Morrison Street on Wednesday, September 4th at 10:00 a.m.
Contact Bea Uhl at 713.864.4919 for more information. Also, the Quilting
Group will meet Tuesday, September 10th.
The members are reminded to bring their LWML mites and toiletry items
for the Good Samaritan Lutheran Group Homes to the meeting!

STAFF DIRECTORY
CHURCH
Senior Pastor
Pastor Michael P. Dorn............713.229.2940
Director of Caring Ministries
Pastor David A. Leeland..........713.229.2916
Visitation Pastor
Pastor Donald G. Black...........713.229.2917
Director of Mission & Discipleship
Pastor Aaron L. Lytle...............713.229.2903
Director of Administration
Christina Putman.....................713.229.2905
Director of Music and Worship
Jason Mangels........................713.229.2937
Executive Director of Finance
Omar Jones.............................713.229.2956
Director of Youth Ministries
Ken Rodgers...........................713.229.2931
Communications Coordinator
Pam Schroeder.......................713.229.2944
Assistant to Director of Caring Ministries
Suzanne Kurth........................713.229.2922
Executive Ministry Assistant
Lisa Valdez..............................713.229.2950
Host
Rollin Cattau............................713.229.2950

SCHOOL/TLEC

The 39 Club
The 39 Club is invited to meet in the foyer following
the 11 a.m. service on Sunday, September 8. The plan for
the day is to have lunch at Shanghai River Restaurant, 2407
Westheimer Road, between South Shepherd and Kirby
Drive. In August we celebrated Esther Marose’s 104th
birthday at Tia Maria’s.
Those who are single, 39 and over, are invited to join us. For more
information about this group contact Jean Minsch at 281.550.4752.

TLS Principal
Natalia Junkans.......................832.301.3105
TLS Secretary
Julie May.................................713.229.2901
Director of Early Childhood Program
Victoria House.........................713.229.2932
Director of Extended Care & Kids Camp
Jennifer Horn...........................713.229.2967

For Grandchildren Only!
Just a reminder that the most forgotten day of the year is
Grandparents Day. This year Grandparents Day is September
8, the second Sunday in September. Thought you would like to
know!
From Pastor Black, a “not-forgotten” Grandpa

Joyfully Sharing Christ’s Saving
Love With All People Now!
Trinity Today - 13

A September Wedding and Weekend
Vacation - Pastor Black

CHURCH REPORT
July 21 - August 18
DEATH
August 4
Allen Roy Rogers
REVENUE UPDATE
Year to Date through 08/18/13
Total Receipts . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $1,964,085
Budgetary Needs. . . . . . . . . . . .  $2,000,042
HUG2 UPDATE
Year to Date through 08/18/13
Total Contributions . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,384,577
Pledged to Date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,945,786

LSS News
Excerpts from a poem written by a young lady

SUNDAY SCHOOL TOTALS
1-8

H.S.

Adult

07/28

48

8

114

08/04

49		

12

105

08/11

57

11

124

08/18

42

15

121

Total Offering. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $175.42
SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
		
8:15 9:31

Leaving on Friday, the 13th, and returning on
Sunday, the 15th, Pastor Black will officiate at a
wedding in New Braunfels on Saturday, the 14th.
Pastor and Audrey Black will also travel to
Dallas on Friday, the 27th, returning on Monday,
the 30th. Their visit will include the celebration of
daughter Ellen’s birthday on the 28th, and attendance
at a Dallas area Hymn Festival sponsored by the area
Lutheran churches on “The Day of St. Michael and
All Angels” which we all celebrate on the 29th.
Pray for TWA - Travel With Angels.

11:00

Online

07/28		 243

157

135

8

08/04		203

218

177

7

08/11		218

217

142

11

08/18		 212

183

175

5

I remember my past like it was yesterday
I remember my mom, always working, every day
Growing up was hard, gotta cook, gotta clean.
I felt like I was the mother taking care of my siblings and me
So I started to drink and smoke to ease all the pain
It worked for a while till I started to go insane
Went to jail 5 or 6 times and thought my life was done
Then I came to New Life and found my life again
Now I look forward to the future and forget about the past
I found a new life with Jesus - and it will last!
Trying hard and persevering to make my family proud
Sticking to my morals while others follow the crowd
Standing strong, gaining respect, earning trust and staying true
Building blocks and paving paths and growing up is hard to do
I never thought my pain would go away as I despaired
So I’d like to say a thank you to all of those who cared!

Join the Tiger PAC!
Did you know the Trinity school has a parent organization? Tiger PAC, is
a Christ-centered, parent-led organization dedicated to helping the students of
the school develop their God-given talents. Through meaningful community
and family-based events, and effective fund-raising, the Tiger PAC seeks to
enhance the learning experience, strengthen communication between home
and school, and celebrate each child. The Tiger PAC recognizes, welcomes,
supports, and includes every family, teacher, and administrator as a critical
part of the Tiger PAC.
The Tiger PAC invites church members to become active members of
the organization. For more information on how you can become a member,
please contact Natalia Junkans, Principal, njunkans@trinitydt.org or
713.224.0684.
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Trinity Lutheran Church

Sunday

Monday

1

2

8

9

15

16

22

23

29

30

8:15 AM Worship (C)
9:30 AM SS & Bible
Classes
9:30 AM Confirmation
9:31 AM 931 Worship
11:00 AM Worship (C)

8:15 AM Worship
9:30 AM SS & Bible
Classes
9:30 AM Confirmation
9:30 AM Faith Discovery
9:31 AM 931 Worship (C)
11:00 AM Worship
11:15 AM Faith Discovery
12:00 PM 39 Club
12:30 PM Pastor’s Occasional Round
Table
2:00 PM HLC Rehearsal

8:00 AM Blood Drive
8:15 AM Worship (C)
9:30 AM SS & Bible
Classes
9:30 AM Confirmation
9:30 AM Faith Discovery
9:31 AM 931 Worship
11:00 AM Worship (C)
11:15 AM Faith Discovery

8:00 AM Flu Vaccine
Clinic
8:15 AM Worship
9:30 AM SS & Bible
Classes
9:30 AM Confirmation
9:30 AM Faith Discovery
9:31 AM 931 Worship (C)
11:00 AM Worship
11:15 AM Faith Discovery
2:00 PM HLC Rehearsal

8:15 AM Worship (C)
9:30 AM SS & Bible
Classes
9:30 AM Confirmation
9:30 AM Faith Discovery
9:31 AM 931 Worship
11:00 AM Worship (C)
11:15 AM Faith Discovery
2:00 PM HLC Rehearsal
5:00 PM Trinity Prays
Potluck

ALL OFFICES CLOSED

11:00 AM LFL Crochet
Class
7:00 PM Basketball Fellowship Group

5:30 PM Elders Meeting
6:30 PM Governing
Board
7:00 PM Basketball Fellowship Group

3:00 PM Flu Vaccine
Clinic
7:00 PM Basketball Fellowship Group

Tuesday

Wednesday

3

4

10

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

5

6

7

11

12

13

14

17

18

19

20

21

24

25

26

27

28

10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study

10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
12:00 PM Women’s Club
Quilting
7:00 PM Women’s Club

10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
1:00 PM Power Prayers

10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
1:00 PM Power Prayers
6:30 PM Sunday School
Teachers Meeting
6:30 PM Health Cabinet

7:00 PM Basketball Fellowship Group

8:15 AM LS Chapel
8:55 AM MS Chapel
10:00 AM Women’s Club
HPCC
5:30 PM Trinity Woodwinds
6:30 PM Women’s Bible
Class

8:15 AM LS Chapel
8:55 AM MS Chapel
9:30 AM “A New Song”
for Women
5:30 PM Trinity Woodwinds
5:30 PM FUEL
6:30 PM Women’s Bible
Class
6:45 PM IGNITE

8:15 AM LS Chapel
8:55 AM MS Chapel
9:30 AM “A New Song”
for Women
10:00 AM Ladies Circle
HPCC
5:30 PM Trinity Woodwinds
5:30 PM FUEL
6:30 PM Women’s Bible
Class
6:45 PM IGNITE

8:15 AM LS Chapel
8:55 AM MS Chapel
9:30 AM “A New Song”
for Women
5:30 PM Trinity Woodwinds
5:30 PM FUEL
6:30 PM Women’s Bible
Class
6:45 PM IGNITE

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
10:00 AM Ladies Circle
Meeting/Luncheon
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
6:20 PM Trinity Bells
6:30 PM 931 Band
Rehearsal
7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
6:20 PM Trinity Bells
6:30 PM 931 Band
Rehearsal
7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir
7:30 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
1:00 PM Grieving With
Hope
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
6:00 PM Great Marriage
6:20 PM Trinity Bells
6:30 PM 931 Band
Rehearsal
7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir
7:30 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
1:00 PM Grieving With
Hope
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
6:00 PM Great Marriage
6:20 PM Trinity Bells
6:30 PM 931 Band
Rehearsal
7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir
7:30 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble

5:00 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble

7:00 AM Middle School
Bible Study
5:30 PM Family Fun
Night

7:00 AM Middle School
Bible Study

7:00 AM Middle School
Bible Study

8:00 AM Houston Bronze
Ensemble
8:00 AM Basketball Felloswhip Group
8:30 AM Concordia ADP
Class
10:00 AM 931 Set-up

8:00 AM Basketball Felloswhip Group
8:30 AM Concordia ADP
Class
10:00 AM 931 Set-up

8:00 AM Basketball Felloswhip Group
8:30 AM Concordia ADP
Class
10:00 AM 931 Set-up
5:30 PM PEP Club

8:00 AM Basketball Felloswhip Group
8:30 AM Concordia ADP
Class
10:00 AM 931 Set-up
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Jesus loves:

Article submission deadline SEPTEMBER 10TH for articles to be published
October 1, 2013. Submit articles to pr@trinitydt.org.

Contact Pam Schroeder at 713.229.2944 with any questions about this publication.

Joyfully sharing Christ’s saving love with all people, Now!
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