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Happy Holidays!
Read about Model UN’s trip to
Montreal.

Hopewell Valley Glean Team
harvests extras for those in need.
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A look into Hopewell’s own league:
Fantasy Football enters its busiest
season.

Getting to Know Mr. Brettell
By Sara Ali and Alexandra Parado
You’ve probably noticed a new face floating around the
hallways. Meet Mr. Scott Brettell, our newest Vice Principal at
CHS. Mr. Brettell, a TCNJ graduate, grew up locally in Hamilton
Township, and worked at both Robbinsville High School and
Mercer County Technical Schools. We sat down for an interview
with the new VP to learn about his background.

Sports: Girls Tennis, Rowing and
more!
Editorial: Brian Rentsch tells us why
video games deserve greater
recognition.
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Music: Katie Weinstein gives us her
top choices for the fall atmosphere.
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The Bulldog Reporter (BR): What attracted you to CHS?

Scott Brettell (SB): I wanted to work in a school with a vibrant
student culture. Hopewell has a strong emphasis not only on education, but also on areas such as athletics
and clubs. While working at Robbinsville High School, I coached girls soccer, baseball and track, and loved
it. Working at the technical school, I missed that aspect of interacting with students.
(Story cont’d on page 4)

Musical Takes Center Stage in Fall Theater Season
By Jess Bezek
Over the years, Hopewell Valley’s fall theater season has brought audiences to their feet with play after
fantastic play, but this November the theater department dazzled the crowd a little differently. Instead of a
straight play, this year’s audience members were the first to experience a HVCHS theater model, which aims to
lengthen the theater season by kicking off the year with a musical.
(Story cont’d on page 2)
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(Musical…cont’d from page 1)
The new model involves two musicals, one smaller and
one larger. The classic large musical will take place in the
winter and the small musical and play will alternate
between fall and spring. Whether scheduled during fall
or spring, the play will be open to all auditioners, even
when it is student produced.

Hopewell’s Own NFL
By Ben Schragger
Imagine a group of 16 students who allot at least one hour
daily to studying the game of football. Include elections
held every two years, a lengthy admission process and an
extensive rulebook, and the group becomes a league. This
is CHS Fantasy Football, a tradition that has existed in
Hopewell for the past four years.
Typically, fantasy football exists as a casual activity for
fans interested in improving their football-watching
experience. However, for members of this group, known
simply as “The League,” competition is always on their
minds.
The concept of fantasy football is relatively simple: league
members create rosters of NFL players and the members
receive points based on real-life performances of their
drafted players. For every week of NFL season, two
member teams match up and the one with most points is
the winner.

Tasked with finding the perfect show to fill this new
framework, director John Zisa selected the musical Blood
Brothers, a story about twin brothers (played by Zac
Fletcher and Luke Nash) who are separated at birth and
grow up as best friends unaware of their relation.
So why Blood Brothers? Mr. Zisa excitedly noted that the
driving force for the musical was the story and the book.
The 21 person cast allowed for more in-depth character
work and development than the larger casts of the winter
musicals. Mr. Zisa said Blood Brothers “felt like a straight
play with music,” which made it an ideal choice for the
first fall musical.
One unique aspect of the show was cast members were
required to have British accents, for which a professional
dialect coach was hired.
Elanor Gross, who played principle character Mrs.
Johnstone, called the experience working with their
dialect coach Gordon “enlightening.”
Gilly Rice (“Mrs. Lyons”) seconded Elanor and
emphasized the depth to which actors were challenged
with acquiring accents and working on specific tones,
ending changes, and syllable emphasis.

(Story cont’d on page 3)

Unlike other fantasy drafts, which are conducted in
September, Hopewell’s draft occurs the last day of school.
Members gather in the basement of four-year participant
senior Jack Burger, where they write picks on a ten-foot
long whiteboard. Following the draft, The League’s
distinctive trading period begins.
According to NFL.com writer Adam Rank, more trades
occur in Hopewell’s The League than any other fantasy
league nationwide. Trading isn’t simply members sending
countless offers to each other; it requires hours-long
negotiations (in person, by phone or over text) involving
tactical statistics and projected performances.
“Over the summer, my phone is always with me, whether
I’m on the beach or at a family dinner,” says senior Jeff
Lorenz, an original member of The League. “I am always
expecting phone calls from other members asking for my
players. It’s as if I’m the general manager of the New York
Giants.”
In addition to trading, this fantasy league differentiates
itself from the rest with its unique governing structure.
The League has a constitution consisting of 16 rules
adopted and ratified by members. There are penalties for
breaking theses rules. One instance occurred last
summer, when Jeff Lorenz offered three-year member
Pat Howell a “shout out” on Twitter for Tennessee Titans
running back Shonn Greene. Once commissioners Ben
Schragger and Pat Dunne learned of the illicit deal, both
Lorenz and Howell were suspended for one week.

(Story cont’d on page 5)
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(Musical…cont’d from page 2)
Character work went far beyond mastering an accent.
Cast member Katie Weinstein (“Linda”) had to “grow”
from an eight year-old girl into a 25 year-old woman
during the show. Weinstein excitedly recalled the
challenge of growing up on stage as “fun” and said that
she got the opportunity to explore “what it’s like to be
so young again and how each age connects and leads to
the next.”

Model U.N. Goes International
By Audri Gill
Over November break, ten CHS students representing
the Model U.N. club traveled to Montreal for the
Secondary Schools’ United Nations Symposium (SSUNS).
Hosted by McGill University and recognized as an
international conference, SSUNS was attended by 1,200
students from around the globe.
Model U.N. at CHS was once a small club with only 15 to
20 members. However, these past few years have seen
membership expand to around 50. As the club grew, its
leadership began pursuing opportunities to attend
international conferences. Student leaders aspired to
expand their horizons of competition beyond local
events such as Rutgers Model United Nations and
Philadelphia Model United Nations. The result of this
search was the opportunity to attend SSUNS.
At the conference, Hopewell’s students were divided
into several committees with topics ranging from media
censorship to climate change. For the next four days,
students debated positions representing the views of
their assigned countries (Australia and The Gambia) and
discussed solutions to their topics.
Students also had the opportunity to experience Old
Montreal, the original section of the city, with its
European architecture and quaint shops. It was quite a
contrast to the more modern city environment
surrounding McGill. Club
Secretary Grace Chen recounts the trip as “the highlight
of my Model United Nations career. I got to experience
being an international delegate rather than a native
delegate like I’ve been in the past.”
With this incredible first experience abroad, Model U.N.
looks forward to a promising future!

Cast members noticed a definite correlation between
character development and character relationships. Both
Gross and Rice articulated their love for the bond
between the brothers, which Rice described as “organic
and innocent,” a connection that “makes the end of the
musical so memorable and so tragic.”
The actors even began to see qualities of their characters
reflected in themselves. Weinstein’s character finds the
love of her life but by the end of the show is left
searching for the young boy she once knew. The
character must understand that “things happen and
people change,” which Weinstein believed audience
members would surely relate to while watching the
performance.
In Blood Brothers, the raw emotions between mothers,
sons and the people we love serve as the foundation for
the musical. The cast provided a raw and compelling
experience for all who attended the show.
This musical is certainly unlike any other that CHS has
seen and it is clear that the new theater season traditions
will be greatly appreciated by audience members,
especially with such a production as Blood Brothers
leading the way.

Gleaning for Good
By Astrid Hunter
Gleaning has come to Hopewell Valley.
You may ask yourself, "what is this?" For those unfamiliar, it
is the harvest of “leftover crops” from local farms for local
food pantries and low-income areas. For various reasons,
farmers may be unable to harvest the entirety of their crop;
gleaning allows the extra bounty, rich in healthful nutrients, to
be shared with those in need of a meal.

(Story cont’d on page 8)
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(VP Interview…cont’d from page 1)
BR: What is your main objective as vice principal?

Donec

SB: I’d like to get to know the students on a more personal level. I would like to walk down the hallways and ask
interdum
students things like, “How was your game last night?” I’d also like to get to know the staff and for the staff to get to
know me. I’m looking forward toward getting involved with all of our school activities.
BR: What was your first impression of Hopewell?
SB: The friendliness of the students and staff. In the past, I worked at places where a “good morning” or “hello” went
unanswered...but at Hopewell, the people respond back.
BR: Favorite spot at CHS?
SB: I like the cafeteria because it’s open all day. It gives the school kind of a campus feel.

Pellentesque:

BR: Favorite free time activities?
SB: I love spending time with my daughter, my wife and my black lab Baxter. I also love golfing. I am the biggest Philly
sports fan; its great watching Eagles and Phillies games.
BR: If you could meet with anyone (past or present) who would it be?
SB: From the past, I would probably meet with Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Dr. King was a powerful and influential man.
And for someone from the present, it would probably be Chase Utley (the second baseman from the Phillies) because
he’s awesome!
BR: Favorite TV shows?
SB: “Breaking Bad”, “Orange is the New Black” and “Family Guy.”
BR: Favorite Movie?
SB: “Anchorman.” I haven’t seen the second one, but the first one is really good.
BR: Favorite Foods?
SB: I’m a fan of Dunkin’ Donuts pumpkin spice coffee. When it was introduced, it was as if the holidays came early! I
also like Reese's Pieces sundaes from Friendly’s (my Sunday night haunt!). My favorite foodConsectetuer:
dish is Chicken Parmesan
with pencil points (penne pasta).
BR: Favorite Color?
SB: Blue.
BR: For the class of 2015, any words of advice?
SB: Everything works out for a reason. If you stress about the smallest things, then you won’t get the big picture. Do not
miss out on your senior year. It is better to enjoy your time as a senior and not rush it.
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(Fantasy …cont’d from page 2)
As The League’s head commissioner, Schragger has a “lifetime term, ” similar to Supreme Court Justices. Dunne is the
appointed co-commissioner, and assists Schragger with important responsibilities such as enforcing disciplinary
measures. The co-commissioner’s position is elected every two years, and as this article goes to press, there is a hotly
contested election for the coveted job. Five other league members are challenging the incumbent with elaborate
campaigns; like real-life elections, this election has seen its share of slander and political tactics.
The CHS Fantasy league has been a place for establishing camaraderie and great memories. The members, the majority
of whom are seniors, intend to maintain their memberships through college and beyond.
THE LEAGUE: Pictured are participating members at
Junior Prom last year. From left to right they are Kevin
Phelan, Nick Burak, Jeff Lorenz, Drew Wiley, Robb
Carrier, Pat Howell, Pat Dunne, Kyle McCarthy, Ben
Schragger, David Haytaian, Jack Burger, Sean
Greener, and Eric Olaya.
Not pictured: Jeff Wiley (junior), Luke Sferra (junior),
and Matteo Valle (senior at The Peddie School).

The New Hopewell Sports Team
Girls Varsity Tennis Finishes Strong
By Katina Angelakis
The girls’ varsity tennis
team had an
outstanding season this
year, finishing as Patriot
Division co-champions
with Robbinsville High
School, and breaking
the CHS record for
number of wins in one
season (17).
At the States tournament, varsity tennis advanced to the semifinals where it lost to Princeton High School. For the Mercer
County Tournament, freshman Marissa Liu advanced to the
semi-final rounds while freshman Brianna Shvets advanced to the
finals. With strong performances across the court, the team made
it further than ever before.
Girls tennis bonded through numerous team psychs, fondue
parties and sleepovers during the season. Some favorite psychs
included “Country Club Moms,” where players dressed as
stereotypical “tennis moms”, and “Winter Wonderland” where
they bundled up in snow gear.
This year’s team was extremely close, which made it especially
hard to see the season end. Underclassmen will miss seniors
Dakota Silver, Amanda Brancato, Katina Angelakis, Aisha Zamir,
Evelyn Russo, Julia Steiner, Natalie Brodine, and Shalaka Fadnis
as they move on to college. Seniors wish the underclassmen best
of luck for the upcoming years!

By Shannon Kandell
Sports at CHS are not limited to ones practicing on school
grounds. While many athletes prepare to hit the practice
field or court, others prepare several miles away, in West
Windsor, to hit the lake.
Rowing and its culture have grown in popularity with CHS
student-athletes. Crew is not offered directly through the
high school’s athletic program. However, there are
opportunities to participate locally at Mercer Lake under the
guise of the Princeton National Rowing Association. Students
utilize the same facilities as the United States Olympic
Rowing team.
Individuals participating in this sport improve their
cardiovascular stamina, as well as physical strength. The
daily, two-hour practice sessions often involve rowing on the
lake with racing boats (known as “shells”), or training with
rowing machines called ergometers (or “ergs”).

Rowing is a physically grueling activity. However, it also
builds mental toughness and determination. To complete the
difficult workouts, athletes must push their limits, and at the
end of practice, many rowers would agree there is a feeling of
pure exhaustion.
However, pushing past this feeling, digging deeper, and
finding the strength to finish every workout yields its reward.

(Story cont’d on page 6)
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(Rowing …cont’d from page 5)
Last Spring, Mercer teams consisting of male and female
participants qualified for the USRowing Youth National
Championships in Sacramento, California. Competing boats
included CHS students Mark Hayton, Kelly Fischer and Badia
Shehab. Out of 133 total club teams, the men’s shell finished
fifth overall, and the women’s shell finished 16th.

Seniors Capture Powerpuff
By Alexandra Parado
At the first annual powderpuff game under the lights, the
Class of 2015 upheld its victory streak from last year, winning
14-6.
Yet, the victory didn’t come without some competition. Junior
Gabby Crivelli scored early to give her class the lead. “We were
very excited, and thought we had the game,” says classmate
Kayla Stockman.

‘M’ IS FOR MERCER!
Top: Mark Hayton (second from left) competes with his
lightweight boat. Bottom: Kelly Fischer (third from
right) and Badia Shehab (third from left) were members
of the women’s team that qualified for 2014 Nationals.

However, Lauren Anderson, senior running back, scored to
make it a tie. Christie Clune netted another touchdown on a
pass from quarterback Dakota Silver, and completed the point
with a field goal.
With two minutes left in the game, competition became
intense, but a strong senior defense left the juniors scoreless.
Crowd turnout for the game was strong. “I’m happy for the
senior girls,” says Mr. Scott Stanton, one of the powderpuff
coaches. “They were not just the first junior champions, but
also the first to win two consecutive years.”

Dawgs Defeat Cardinals
By Jordan Antebi
Senior running back Lorenzo Bryant powered CHS football to a 41-0 victory against Lawrence for the third annual Thanksgiving Day Game.
Bryant, who rushed 114 total yards and scored four touchdowns, finished his CHS career 87 yards below the all-time season rushing record.
Surging from November 14th’s loss against Ocean, Hopewell’s defense held the Lawrence offense to only 55 yards.
Senior linemen Will Cusma, Pat Rojvall, Matt Graziano, and junior linemen Chris DeClerico and Garrett Simonian, helped subdue the opposition
and insured gains. “I couldn’t have done it without the guys up front,” Bryant says. “ They did a great job opening up the holes.”
This game was one final opportunity for seniors to don the black and gold uniform and have some fun. “All of the seniors started and played
almost the entire game up to the second half and that’s what we wanted to do,” says Coach Caldwell. “We wanted our guys to have fun.
They’ve been working hard, not only for themselves but for their teammates, too. When you work hard for yourself and your teammates you can
win a lot of games.”
Other Senior standout performances came from Mike Gies, who scored on a 67-yard return, and Miles Ackerson, who added another touchdown
with a one-yard run. Quarterback Matt Semple threw for 107 yards. Linebacker Drew Wiley had four catches totaling 97 yards.
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Video Games Level Up
By Brian Rentsch

Video games are a medium of entertainment like no other.
While games began as mere blocks of color and rudimentary sounds, they have
evolved to include the best of modern entertainment: striking art, mesmerizing
music, compelling story, and cinematic motion. But most unique to the video
game is its interactivity: a connection between audience and media unlike
anything else.
Today, more than 30 years after its emergence in the mainstream marketplace, the video game is culturally isolated as a relatively
niche product: even the industry's globally-known Italian plumbers (who've been around since '81, mind you) can't quite compare
to the Potters and 007s of novel and film. Few video games pierce demographical barriers as effectively as a superhero flick or a
classic piece of literature.
From a social perspective as well, video games face an
awkward stigma. They are "games", after all, and many
people treat them as such: a waste of time, to be blunt. But
while athletic "games" such as soccer and baseball have been
embraced by the U.S. and the world, it's rare to see any
serious mention of video games in the paper or on TV.

“Video games do not receive the amount of vocal
appreciation or recognition that they deserve.”

Bookworms join Oprah's famous clubs, and movie buffs indulge themselves in high-brow film reviews, while most hardcore
gamers take refuge among inconspicuous Internet chat rooms. The gaming culture lacks a large-scale public exposure.
Video games do not receive the amount of vocal appreciation or recognition they deserve. That's not to say games aren't well
loved, but that this love often goes unnoticed, and games have yet to fully integrate with society as a “respectable” means of
entertainment.

“The industry itself is more profitable than ever,
worth over $21 billion in 2013 alone, compared with
the film industry's $35.9 billion.”

New trends in the industry aim to lift this curse of social
obscurity. The latest blockbuster titles are becoming
difficult to ignore, with their hyper-realistic graphics and
enormous production budgets. Last year's Grand Theft
Auto V reportedly cost $265 million between
development and marketing, an amount greater than the
production costs of Marvel's The Avengers from 2012.

The industry itself is more profitable than ever, worth over $21 billion in 2013 alone, compared with the film industry's $35.9
billion. Grand Theft Auto sold a billion dollars worth of copies with three days of release. Games such as Sony's The Last of Us
have been peppered with awards for artistic ingenuity, while the "indie" game scene is swimming its way into mainstream
notoriety. What was once an unsophisticated medium is now becoming more popular and recognizable.
Great profits and artistic honors are only inklings of the industry's aspirations. It is clear that video games are moving from being
just a fad of the nineties to something better, and they aren't about to leave the scene. Industry developments have secured the
video game as both a distinguished means of expression and a lucrative product for multiple demographics. Indeed, as roleplaying pundits would put it, the beloved interactive medium has certainly "leveled up".

“It is clear that video games are moving from
being just a fad of the nineties to something better,
and they aren't about to leave the scene.”

7

8
(Glean Team …cont’d from page 3)

A Fall Playlist
By Katie Weinstein
A mixture of upbeat and happy, slow and soothing, and lively and strong, this
playlist has one thing in common: its songs are all Americana inspired. That’s
because when I think of fall, not only does an image of change come to mind, but
an image of something that’s grounded and bare yet strong as well. And Americana
music, typically noted for its use of acoustic instruments, best represents this pure
and stripped season. Some songs are new, some songs are old, but hopefully all of
them will comfort you and your tea one lazy, crisp afternoon.
“Live and Die”- The Avett Brothers
“Mykonos”- Fleet Foxes

Gleaned vegetables are given to food pantries and other charitable
institutions in places such as Philadelphia and Trenton. Thus far,
267,000 pounds (or more than one million servings of food) have
been provided.
Last June, senior Mia Mummert met with Cathy Snyder, founder
of gleaning organization Rolling Harvest Food Rescue to learn
how CHS students could become more involved with the process
locally. The end-result of their meeting was the formation of
Hopewell Valley Glean Team.
The Glean Team met several times over the Summer and Fall at
local farms including Blue Moon Acres (on Titus Mill Road),
Gravity Hill Farm (on Pleasant Valley Road), and Nonesuch Farm
(in Buckingham, PA). The crops harvested included garlic, turnips,
potatoes, lettuce, and tomatoes.

“See You Soon”- Benjamin Francis Leftwich
“My Silver Lining”- First Aid Kit
“Tin Foiled”- Andrew Bird

As Winter nears, the Glean Team will be focusing on Winter crops
and “Fresh Food Drives.” Active members include seniors Kira
Olander, Owen Clarke, Astrid Hunter, Deborah Keen, Jack
Sprague, Devyn Montemarano, Eric Olaya and junior Caelin
Murphy. The work is hard, but those participating have fun.

“Birmingham”- Shovels and Grave
“Old Pine”- Ben Howard
“Troubles Will Be Gone”- Tallest Man on Earth
“Paint”- The Paper Kites

"Having peers farm with me is very rewarding,” says Mia
Mummert, “because although they were hesitant to dig up potatoes
or weed garlic rows, everyone ended up enjoying it. So far I've had
a really wonderful experience, and everyone else has too."

“Slow It Down”- The Lumineers
“The Struggle”- Grizfolk
“Neighbor Song” Aunt Martha

Other members describe the experience as rewarding and hope to
see the group continue its work while growing over the next
months and years.

“Pompeii”- Bear’s Den
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Interested in writing for the school paper? Come and stop by our newspaper meetings during lunch or after
school (listen for announcements for additional details).
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