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Cemetery Improvements
The Trinity Lutheran Cemetery has recently had
some dramatic improvements and more work is planned
for the near future. The new entrance was completed
the week after Easter. Brick columns were erected and
a new gate has been installed. The old fencing has been
replaced to match the neighboring Glenwood Cemetery.
Over the next few months security lighting will be added
and the addition of columbariums for cremated remains
is being considered. The Trinity Cemetery Committee
which was reformed and has been working hard on
these projects since January will also be reviewing and
revising the policies and bylaws that govern the function
of the cemetery. The members of the Trinity Cemetery
Committee are: Delvin Dennis (Chair), Steve Porter, Fred
Stoerkel, John Stoerkel, Nelson Schmidt, Faye Faszholz
and Sue Holeman.
The plaques on the brick columns at the cemetery entrance not only identify it as belonging to Trinity but proclaim
what we believe about eternal life in Jesus. The right plaque declares: “Christ Is Risen Alleluia!” The Cemetery Committee
carefully considered the witness opportunity in the entrance redesign.
On January 31, 1881, .81 acre,
more or less, was purchased as a site
for the Trinity Lutheran Cemetery,
known for many years as the German
Lutheran Cemetery. It is located at
500 Sawyer Street, about one mile
west of the church. After the purchase,
the land had to be cleared and plotted
into burial spaces and lots. The
cemetery was dedicated on July 24,
1881. Headstones reveal that some
deaths occurred prior to 1881 and it is
believed these deceased were moved
from another location and interred at
the new cemetery after its founding. Burials include men who served in the military, beginning with the Spanish-American
War in 1898. A number of former pastors and other staff members of Trinity are also buried there. The cemetery is still in
active use today and presently has the remains of over 400 sainted individuals.
Visitors are allowed to access Trinity Lutheran Cemetery through Glennwood Cemetery (entrance on Washington
Avenue). For access through the main entrance of Trinity’s cemetery on Sawyer Street, contact the church office.

‘Tithers’ Are Better Off Financially
God wants the best for His people and Scripture is filled with good and bad examples that motivate and encourage us
and our faith journey. Throughout the Bible God reminds us that what we have is His, that He has given it to us as a blessing,
that He wants us to be generous and return some of what we have been given as part of our worship life. He promises to bless
us. Recent research affirms the positive impact that God’s model of Christian stewardship has on our resources (see graphic:
“Tithers” Are Better Off
Financially). A cheerful giver
not only gives in response to
God’s blessing, but enjoys the
fruits of this blessed lifestyle.
However, it does take work.
Discipline is required which
is manifested in a change
of lifestyle, but the benefits
abound. Begin with prayer.
Ask God to guide your
financial decisions and bless
what He has given you.
Establish a budget and stick
with it. Seek out people who
are good Christian stewards
and learn from them. Enroll in
a Financial Peace University
Class. You’ll be amazed at what God does through this faith journey.

Easter Worship is Family Event
Acolyte

– Torch/Bible Bearers – Crucifer

The Easter Sunday 8:15 a.m. worship service began with a
colorful processional of banners and flowers carried by Robert
Oliver, Sr., Rob Oliver, Jr., Rebecca Gunn, Rebecca Roesel,
Lydia Meaden, and Rachel Calafell, followed by Crucifer Sam Oliver, Torch BearersMary and Elizabeth Oliver,
and Bible Bearer and Acolyte
- Laura Gunn.
John Stoerkel carried in
the Easter cross at 11 a.m.
service and was assisted by his
grandchildren, Torch Bearers
- Justin and Jacob Stoerkel,
and Bible Bearer - Kailey
Stoerkel. Banners and flowers
were brought in by Cindy Struckmann, Andrew Struckmann, Stephen Struckmann, and
Doug Meaden. Beverly Meaden served as crucifer in memory of Kailey and Justin’s
brother, Kyle. Justin and Jacob Stoerkel were Acolytes.
Thanks to each of you for your dedication and devotion to our Lord and Trinity
congregation.
This opportunity to serve is available to students in 5th grade through adults.
If interested in participating, please contact Beverly Meaden at 713.857.1215 or
dblmeaden@aol.com.
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Prayers and Promises by Pastor David Leeland
Happy Easter! Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! Alleluia!
We pick up our study of Colossians 3:12-17 with the words kindness, humility, meekness,
and patience. St. Paul writes: 12 Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved,
compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another
and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven
you, so you also must forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, which binds everything
together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed
you were called in one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly,
teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him. [ESV]
It truly is only through our living Lord Jesus Christ risen from the dead that we can treat
each other the way Paul describes with kindness, humility, meekness and patience. Such
attitudes of the heart and mind flow from the new life that is ours in Jesus Christ.
Kindness is not just good manners or a gentle way of communicating, kindness is the LORD coming for us and dying
for us and rising for us that we may have life in Him. Kindness is Christ’s work of salvation accomplished when we were
dead in our trespasses and sins [Ephesians 2:1-10; Titus 3:4-8a]. So, we treat others with the same consideration of Jesus Christ
who looked upon us with sacrificial love in His heart and died on the cross to save us from sin, death and the power of the
evil one.
Humility is not just thinking yourself lower than others or that others are more important than you or that their
needs take greater precedence than your own. It’s thinking the way Jesus thought, with the single-mindedness of doing
everything necessary for our salvation. Nothing was too low for Him to go. Nothing was too great for Him to do. He
did it all and bore it all with the joy of our salvation before Him [Hebrews 12:1-2]. Thus, our thoughts are focused on others’
salvation; how they can receive Jesus through us or how they can be strengthened in Christ from us. Humility has to do
with our readiness to serve the way Jesus served.
Meekness is not being a “push over” or a “door mat” for others to walk over or push around. Meekness is relying on
God’s strength and the power of His salvation to work in us and in our relationships for His good and glory [Psalm 46:1;
Romans 16:25-27; 2 Corinthians 10:1]. This really has to do with our devotional prayer life with the Lord in His Word. The only
way we can more fully rely on Jesus is to stay close to Him in our prayers and devotions. In other words, the stronger
our connection and relationship with Jesus, the stronger we will be in Jesus and the more we will be a blessing to others.
Patience is long-suffering with purpose. Patience is not just putting up with stuff we don’t like because we have to.
It’s enduring and overcoming obstacles that stand in the way of the Gospel and of our Lord Jesus in our lives and in others
[Romans 12:12; Colossians 1:9-12; James 5:7-8; 2 Peter 3:9]. Ask the question, “What is the goal our Lord has in mind?” As the
goal is clearly seen, then the Holy Spirit begins to teach us the steps we need to take to get there.
May our Lord Jesus Christ and the power of His resurrection fill us and bless us in the way we treat others with
kindness, humility, meekness and patience. May His presence, power and peace strengthen us to live more fully devoted
lives to Him and through Him. And, may the joy of His Easter victory fill our hearts with overflowing joy that Jesus may
be Lord in every heart.
May all of us treat each other this way and especially, may every husband so treat his wife and every wife her husband
in the name of Jesus. Amen.
Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! Alleluia!

Sack Lunch Volunteer Substitutes Needed
The Sack Lunch Ministry is in need of several substitutes to relieve our regular volunteers when
they need to be off. If you could give two and a half hours occasionally it will help us keep this
Ministry open on the days our regulars can’t be here. The job consists of packing and handing out
sack lunches between 9-11:30 a.m. We serve Monday thru Friday. We will call you when a regular
is out.
There is no permanent commitment, only for the day and you will be blessed beyond measure.
If you can help please call Rick Berg at 281.455.5413 or Pastor Black at 713.229.2917.
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40 Days for Life
March 14th was Trinity’s day for the 40 Days for Life campaign. Sixteen people gave two hours of their day to stand
(or sit) at the Planned Parenthood Center on the Gulf Freeway in silent prayer to speak for the unborn. Thank you to: Linda
Banes, Tayler Banes, Audrey Black, Pastor Donald Black, Janice Case, Thelma Deterling, Trina Fischer, Delmas Heinke,
Liz Hinkle and children, Janice Jolley, Mike Jolley, Ethelene Marshall, Jim Marshall, Jean Minsch, John Stoerkel and
Sherry Stoerkel.
We know that Stand and Pray works to end abortion in Houston because of these facts:
1. Prayer works.
2. Stand and Pray brings attention to the injustice of abortion and the agenda of
Planned Parenthood. When Christians begin to consistently Stand and Pray, the public
soon realizes that something bad is going on inside those facilities.
3. Planned Parenthood’s employees like to think that the community supports what
they do. If nobody is present to object to their deadly agenda they can rationalize their
practice. The prayerful presence forces them to realize every day that the community is
overwhelmingly opposed to their agenda.
4. Planned Parenthood markets its services as “confidential.” When Christians
consistently pray at its facilities, customers realize that they will not be able to receive
confidential services there.
5. People do not want to receive their healthcare from a place that is controversial.
A consistent presence in prayer outside Planned Parenthood will increase the
dissatisfaction rate among its clientele, making it difficult to maintain customers.
6. Babies are saved from abortion when people Stand and Pray at Planned Parenthood!
7. Hearts are converted! The mothers and fathers of unborn children often have a conversion of heart when they see
people praying at abortion facilities.

Mother’s Day Corsages
Houston Lutherans For Life is once again selling Mother’s Day Corsages for their annual
fundraiser. Make sure that the special lady in your life knows how much she’s appreciated with
a single Cymbidium Orchid Corsage on Mother’s Day - for just $8.00. Your gift corsage will
be specially packaged with your own personalized card and will be available before church on
Mother’s Day. Houston Lutherans For Life is taking pre-orders every Sunday through May 6th. You
will find tables in the hallway by the church office and in the hallway by Pastor Dorn’s office or call
Jan Case at 281.392.5899 or email her at jcase001@gmail.com.

Zumba Spring 2013!!
It’s that time again!
Get your dance and
fitness all in one ……
Join Lisa Velazquez
as she instructs an
hour full of fitness fun
with energetic music
to move to. Even if
you’re not dance savvy, the benefits you will gain from Zumba are remarkable!
You will burn calories just from participating and start improving your overall
mental, spiritual and physical energy by keeping a regular fitness routine.
First class starts Wednesday, May 1, 2013, at 5:30 p.m. (TLS-exact location
to be announced.)
Classes are free and please do tell friends and family!
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Stephen Ministry
- Thank You
Please say a special prayer of
THANKS for Kim Flaviani and her
leadership of the Stephen Ministry
Prayer Team from its inception to the
present. As Kim follows God’s call
into other areas, we are also thankful
to Paula Fradette who now assumes
leadership of this very special Prayer
Ministry. May God’s blessings be
upon Kim, Paula, and all who pray
in His Name.

Women’s Club
Trinity Women’s Club was privileged to have Jean Faszholz speak at our April
meeting. Jean, a long-time Trinity member who now lives in California, spoke on the
very beginnings on what has become Bethesda Lutheran Communities, residential
care communities whose mission is to enhance the lives of people with intellectual and
developmental disabilities through services that share the good news of Jesus Christ.
Jean, and many of the Trinity Women’s Club members, have been involved in this project
since its beginning in Texas nearly 50 years ago. But what Jean really talked about were
the rich and abiding blessings that come from joyful service to Christ.
For more information about Bethesda, go to bethesdalutherancommunities.org. For
more information about the blessings of service and the Trinity Women’s Club, visit with
Sharon Stoerkel, Women’s Club president or any other member of the group.

Good Samaritan Lutheran Home
Women’s Auxiliary

2013 Governing Board

The Good Samaritan Lutheran Home Women’s Auxiliary was organized
in November 1968. The purpose of the Auxiliary was, and still is, to give
spiritual and material aid to the residents of Good Samaritan, create interest and
enthusiasm for service among women, encourage the exchange of ideas and
carry out the policies and projects of the Auxiliary.
Any Christian woman interested in the care and training
of those with developmental disabilities is
encouraged to join this wonderful mission
endeavor. Annual dues are still $5.00 and
a lifetime membership is $100.00. There
is also a Goldie Fund established to honor
special occasions: birthdays, anniversaries,
memorials, etc.
If interested in joining this Auxiliary
please contact Jan Case at 281.392.5899 or
email: jcase001@gmail.com.

Jim Baccus (Elder)
Dag Calafell
Pastor Michael Dorn
Bill Fischer (Elder)
Bill Gebhardt (Elder)
Tim Grady
Michael Kaspar (Elder)
Scott Leitko
Michelle Leitner
John Menke
Michelle Vanderwater
Charles Volek (Elder)

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER SERVICE
Thursday, May 2 at 6:30 PM
Trinity Sanctuary
If My people who are called by My name humble themselves,
and pray and seek My face and turn from
their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will
forgive their sin and heal their land.
2 Chronicles 7:14

Trinity Today - 5

Students Lead FUEL
Middle schoolers Elizabeth Dorn, Michael Tijerina, Emma Crane, Mary
Roesel, and Nicolas Adams led FUEL on March 27. The students described
the impact that trusting in God can have on our lives and that even though
we cannot always see Him, He is always holding us up. They shared the
importance of trusting Him with our worries, because He will always be there
to catch us when we fall. The personal experiences and verses that the group
shared about trust were relatable and they had a great message and impact on
the students.
Students were in charge of everything from choosing the topic and planning
the lesson to leading discussion and deciding on what Bible verses and songs
to share with the group. Ms. Tilita Herrera guided the group throughout their
planning, but she says that it was ultimately the students who took control and
made the decisions. Everyone there was impressed by the determination and
passion that the students had while leading and teaching.
Mr. Rodgers wants all of them, especially the 8th graders, to have
experience leading Bible lessons so that they can take leadership roles in their high schools and within the youth group, he
explained. And, who knows? Now that they have had that experience, maybe a few have found their calling.
It was obvious that the students did their best, and they did a great job!
								Christy Vanderwater
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The Sunny-Side of Eggs
You may think I’m on an “egg roll,” but here is more very interesting
information on “EGGS.”
We have not been eating eggs as often and you, also, may have been
excluding eggs from your diet due to negative, fearsome information from
many news media sites, and maybe, from your physicians. “EGGS ARE A
HEALTHFUL FOOD SOURCE.” Some of the information is new to me.
For starters, they are a great source of these nutrients:
• Choline: Good for cell membranes and for our mental function and
memory.
• Protein: Our bodies need this for a strong immune system. WOW!
One egg has 6.7 grams of protein. According to the CDC, women
should eat 46 grams of protein each day and men should eat 56
grams. If you like eggs, that would be a good start.
• Folate & riboflavin: They help our bodies convert foods you consume into energy.
• Vitamin A: As you might know, this is great for night vision. As well, this is important for general cell growth
and healthy skin.
• Lutein and zeaxanthin: I am familiar with lutein but not zeaxanthin. These are found in the yellow pigment of
the egg yolk (yum!), and are concentrated in the retina of our eyes and will help prevent macular degeneration.
• Vitamin D: Important for bone density (I take a large dose daily for this issue) and it has been found helpful in
reducing cancer risks.
The next issue will also cover more information on “EGGS.” Some of it will be a “refresher” and some might be
“new” information.
(SOURCE: “BETTER HEALTH”, Spring, 2013)

From: WebMD & Harvard Health Publications)

“Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved
us, by the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost; which He shed on us
abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior.” Titus 3:5-6 (KJV)

							Julie Bertrand, Parish Nurse

Julie Bertrand Honored by Fellow School Nurses
The Houston Area Private and Parochial School Nurses
Group honored retirees Julie Bertrand (Trinity Lutheran
Downtown) and fellow colleague, Bonnie Hetrick (Kinkaid
School) at a surprise dinner held at Pappasitos Restaurant
on March 20, 2013. Current Trinity Lutheran School Nurse,
Lisa Cruz, presented Julie with a matted photo of Trinity

Lutheran Church and School which all the School Nurses
signed. Congratulations to Julie on her retirement and her
29-year ministry to School Nursing! We are so blessed to
have Julie remain as Parish Nurse and continue to serve and
minister to the Trinity Community!
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Trinity Adult Studies for May
A Passionate Life! • Christina Putman • Room 214 • Sunday • 9:30 a.m. (05/12 - 07/28)
Do you ever wish you could lead a life more like the life God intends for you? In this study of A Passionate Life you’ll be led through the Biblical
principles of discipleship and you’ll gain a greater understanding of what God intends for your personal life, in our church and in our world. Come
and join this dynamic group and find out what it means to live A Passionate Life!
Change Your Words, Change Your Life • Krystle Marcis • Room 232 • Sunday • 9:30 a.m. (04/07 - 06/16)
St John begins the gospel by saying “In the beginning was the Word… and the Word was God.” Change Your Words, Change Your Life is built
around the powerful Word of God and examines how we use words to convey thoughts and emotions and to promote His joy, His power and
His peace. Topics include How to be Happy, Speaking Faith and Not Fear, The Importance of Keeping Your Word, The Power of Speaking
God’s Word.
Christian Character • Jim Cleary • Room 211 • Sunday • 9:30 a.m. (04/07 - 05/12)
We desire to reflect Christ in our lives, but the only way to show the character of Christ is to be transformed by the Spirit. Constant prayer,
daily Bible study, meaningful stewardship, faithful service – these are all characteristics of disciples. Come join us as we journey into a closer
relationship with Jesus.
Daniel • Dave Weinhold • Room 205 • Sunday • 9:30 a.m. (10/15 - 05/26)
The story of Daniel reminds us individually and collectively to Hold fast. Stay faithful. God will triumph. After all, He is God, and He directs
the course of human events for His faithful. Daniel’s is another great example of how God works to deliver us from evil and return us to close
relationship with Him through Christ.
The 205 Class study of Daniel will soon come to an end. The next study will be The Theology and Practice of Prayer. This study will help us
all develop a strong, healthy, God-pleasing prayer life that is inseparable from a clear understanding of what the Bible actually teaches about
prayer. With God’s guidance and encouragement, His direction and protection, we will grow in our understanding of His divine gift of prayer.
If you are not already in a Bible study, please pray about joining this group for this very special study.
Faith Discovery • Pastor Dorn • Room 123 • Sunday • 9:30 a.m. (04/07 - 05/26)
Faith Discovery is an experience for individuals who want to explore the Christian faith. It has been designed to be a place where asking
questions about faith and Jesus are welcomed. If you desire to become a member here at Trinity, this is your first step. It’s an eight week
experience based on eight different faith topics. The goal of the class is to help you develop a discipleship plan that you incorporate into your life.
Why Pray? • Bill Fischer • Chapel • Sunday • 9:30 a.m. (04/07 - 05/26)
Abraham prayed; Moses prayed; Joshua prayed; David prayed; Jesus prayed constantly (over 40 of His prayers are recorded in the New
Testament.) Paul admonishes us to “pray without ceasing.” Clearly prayer is a topic worthy of our attention. The Chapel class will study this
foundational topic using a variety of classic resources including, of course, His Holy Word. This class always starts with the joyful singing of
a few hymns.
Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study - How We Got the Bible • Audrey Black • Room 205 • 10:00 a.m. (01/08 - 05/21)
Over 700,000 words make up the 1,100 chapters that make up the 66 books of the Holy Bible. If you’ve ever wondered how we got from
assorted papyrus scrolls penned in Hebrew, Greek and Aramaic to the bound Bible we read today in English, come join the Tuesday Women’s
Bible Study as we look at Dr. Paul Maier’s discussion of the production, canonization and inspiration behind the Scripture. It’s an amazing
story of God’s grace.
Genesis • Mary Oliver • Room 205 • Wednesday • 6:30 p.m. (04/03 - 05/29)
The Wednesday Women’s Bible Study class goes back to the beginning as we continue our study of the book of Genesis. This is a great
study of one of the foundation books of the Old Testament. There are still a few spaces around the table. Maybe one of them is just for you.
Faith Discovery • Pastor Lytle • Room 124 • Wednesday • 6:30 p.m. (04/10 - 05/29)
Faith Discovery is an experience for individuals who want to explore the Christian faith. It has been designed to be a place where asking
questions about faith and Jesus are welcomed. If you desire to become a member here at Trinity, this is your first step. It’s an eight week
experience based on eight different faith topics. The goal of the class is to help you develop a discipleship plan that you incorporate into your life.
Sonrise Bible Study - Pastor Black • Room 121 • Thursday • 6:30 a.m. (ongoing)
“The New Testament lies hidden in the Old, and the Old Testament is unveiled in the New.” These words of St. Augustine reveal part of the
purpose of this early morning Bible study group – to study how the Old and New Testaments fit together. Most often this group studies the
lectionary texts for the next Sunday morning. All are welcome to come for the strength and encouragement that come from fruitful study of
God’s Word.
TnT Bible Study - Dag & Rachel Calafell • Offsite • 1st & 3rd Fridays • 7:00 p.m.
This dynamic group of Trinity 20s and 30s, singles and couples, meets the 1st and 3rd Fridays of each month for Bible study and fellowship.
Currently the group is studying Lee Strobel’s “The Case for Faith,” a Christian apologetics study. Please contact Dag and Rachel Calafell,
rachel.calafell@gmail.com for more information.
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Share Your Financial and Care Inventory with Those Who
Need to Know (Make time to discuss future financial decisions with family)
Each year, thousands of Americans are thrust into the uncomfortable role of making long-term care decisions for their family
members. These emotional decisions can create stressful situations for the entire family in addition to being time-consuming and
expensive.
Fortunately, there is a way to help reduce the stress connected to these situations: communication. Discussing plans for longterm care before the need arises can greatly reduce the stress that can arise while dealing with an illness or disability.
“Raising the subject may create some momentary awkwardness for both parents and their adult children,” said Ted H. Wiese,
FIC with Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. “However, we believe it is far better to discuss long-term care options ahead of time
and together decide what makes the most sense for the family.”
Thrivent Financial recommends that families ask certain questions regarding long-term care:
• Does the person receiving care prefer to stay at home or at a care facility?
• Would a family member leave their job to care for a spouse or parent?
• How will long-term care expenses be covered?
• Is there a long-term care insurance policy in place?
Clear communication can help eliminate the problem of catching a spouse or adult child off guard. It can also help eliminate
the burden of uncertainty with difficult decisions. Spelling out the location of insurance policies, as well as care wishes, ensures
that family members have the information they need to provide for their loved one’s desired care.

Create a financial and care inventory
It is also important to update family members on the location and status of financial and care documents. Having an
inventory of financial and health care documents provides family members with a roadmap to critical information. It is focused
on the “where” information on financial holdings is located; not specific details about the financial holdings. The inventory is not
a legal document, and it need not divulge personal or confidential details that you are not prepared to share. It should, however,
enable loved ones to quickly locate where you keep your financial, legal, care and legacy records should a crisis occur.
This inventory should be updated at least annually, and copies should be given to family members, a lawyer or executor – or
placed in a secure location where those who might need it can access it.
While each family’s inventory will differ, the inventory should include information related to where someone can find the
following:
1. Living wills/health care directives
2. Insurance contracts (health, life, long-term care, annuities,
auto, homeowners, etc.)
3. Wills, trusts and deeds
4. Bank accounts and investments/investment accounts
5. Credit card accounts and outstanding debt
6. Contact information for lawyers, accountants, brokers, agents
7. Jewelry and other valuables
8. Essential keys
9. Instructions related to funeral arrangements
10. Personal instructions or messages
11. Location of birth, marriage and military discharge certificates
12. Information related to charitable gifts
While it may be a difficult topic, open and honest communication about long-term care can be one of the best ways to prepare
for a stress-free financial future.
This column has been prepared by Thrivent Financial for publication by our/your local area representative FR – Theodore
Wiese.

About Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans is a not-for-profit, Fortune 500 financial services membership organization helping approximately 2.5 million
members achieve financial security and give back to their communities. Thrivent Financial and its affiliates offer a broad range of financial products and
services. As a not-for-profit organization, Thrivent Financial creates and supports national outreach programs and activities that help congregations,
schools, charitable organizations and individuals in need. For more information, visit Thrivent.com. Also, you can find us on Facebook and Twitter.
Insurance products issued or offered by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, Appleton, WI. Not all products are available in all states. Securities
and investment advisory services are offered through Thrivent Investment Management Inc., 625 Fourth Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 55415, 800847-4836, a FINRA and SIPC member and a wholly owned subsidiary of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. Thrivent Financial representatives are
registered representatives of Thrivent Investment Management Inc. They are also licensed insurance agents/producers of Thrivent Financial.
For additional important disclosure information, please visit Thrivent.com/disclosures.
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Sound Familiar??
While all of the following scenarios are not representative of any actual
individuals, they do illustrate some of the various reasons you might need an
empathetic third party to walk alongside you through life’s challenges, talk and
pray with you, and remind you that our God is a loving God who promises never
to leave or forsake you.
Marie was in her mid 50’s, with a husband and two children when her mom
passed away unexpectedly. While her family and friends were very supportive, Marie
couldn’t shake the feelings of sadness over the loss of her mother. God seemed further
and further away and Marie withdrew into herself.
Reed was a dedicated employee who faithfully served his company for 10 years, rarely
taking a sick day, and always working extra hours to make sure the job was done right. When
the economy turned south, Ray was one of the first to be laid off. He became frustrated and angry
that his service and loyalty seemed to mean nothing to the company. He worried about how he would support his growing
family, as his wife was expecting their third child any day and he felt like a failure.
Ruth was a young mom with a very fussy newborn. The baby constantly wanted to be held and would cry for hours,
despite Ruth’s strict adherence to all the doctor’s suggestions. Ruth felt completely overwhelmed and desperately needed
someone to talk with.
John recently moved to Houston and spent a lot of hours working at his new job. While he enjoyed the benefits of the
raise and promotion, He missed his family and friends immensely. His job left him little time to socialize outside of work
and John found himself regretting his move to Houston more and more. He began to question his decision.
If any of these scenarios ring true/hit close to home, please contact Pastor Leeland or any Stephen Minister to talk with
someone about this one-on-one, confidential Christian caring ministry and to see how we can walk alongside you with love
and support in your time of need.

Thank You from
the Trinity
Women’s Club
The Easter Bake Sale which
benefited the Good Samaritan
Auxiliary was very successful. We
want to thank all who baked, bought,
and helped with the sale on Easter
Sunday!
The Good Samaritan
Auxiliary serves the Good Samaritan
Home for people with intellectual
and developmental disabilities in
Cypress, Texas.
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Crochet Group
Trinity Crochet Group
traveled to Living Word
Lutheran Church in The
Woodlands on April 8th to
learn new stitches to decorate
baby blankets that the
Houston Coalition for Life
distributes to mothers who
choose life for their new baby.
Trinity members are involved
in various stages of blanket
design and construction:
cutting fabric, sewing hems, and crocheting edges of these beautiful keepsakes.
In addition to learning new
stitches, the group prayed
together and enjoyed Spiritfilled fellowship and a
wonderful lunch. If you are
interested in assisting or
donating to this ministry,
please contact Alice Kaspar,
Beverly Meaden or any
other member of the Crochet
Group.

Graduations and Preparation
May is an event-filled month for many members. It is a month of endings and new beginnings. We graduate from one
phase of life into the next - from grade school to intermediate and the teen years, from high school to the independence of
college, and from active parenting to empty nesters.
As we contemplate these graduations, it is a good time to examine our family’s preparation for stewardship in that next
chapter. We actively guide our children in their school lessons and in how to make wise decisions socially. Do we provide
adequate guidance and role models for stewardship?
There is a level of stewardship that is appropriate for each stage in our lives. All of us have been called to discipleship
through our Baptism. As we grow in faith, we begin to understand our responsibility to live as Jesus lived and to acknowledge
the many wonderful gifts God has given us. God works through each of us individually and through the church body as a
whole to spread the good news far and wide, to help our neighbors in need, and to take care of the resources He has placed
on earth for our use.
For all members of the family, these
lessons should include modeling the “attitude
of gratitude” especially through prayers of
thankfulness. Share your vision of a sharing,
generous, accountable way of living. Even very
young children can be encouraged to set aside
a portion of their monetary gifts and allowance
for God’s work. Another possibility is providing
gifts at Christmas for less fortunate families.
These gifts should come directly from the
children, not the parents, so they feel the warm
satisfaction of sacrifice and enriching the lives
of others. In addition to financial gifts, time
should be set aside for everyone to volunteer in
activities at church and in the community rather
than spending free time indulgently.
As children grow, parents can model regular
giving to the Church and discuss its importance
in the family budget. Although automatic
withdrawal from your bank account may be an efficient way to fulfill your pledge, consider that it can mask your discipleship
from your children. It is like the ATM, where money magically appears and they don’t comprehend the source. Actively
placing your offering in the plate each Sunday reinforces the concept of regular tithing.
Older children may be given more responsibility to determine their acts of stewardship. It is more likely that they will
have a part-time job with access to funds separate from Mom and Dad and their free time will be independent to some
extent. Your guidance can now switch from directing the “action” to the “attitude” and your expectations of a giving heart.
The college years can be especially challenging for the faithful family. It is a time when some children pull away from
the teachings they have grown up with and question their place in the scheme of life. Budgets can become very strained for
both the parents and the student. Open communication is crucial at this stage—discuss priorities for limited funds and the
importance of putting God’s work first. Understand that your student may choose to give more offerings of time and talents
than money; further, it may not be the usual volunteer organizations you are familiar with. She may decide to spend the
summer in an underprivileged area building homes, or demonstrating to preserve the environment. Those choices should
be respected so long as they are offered to God’s glory and in emulation of Christ’s teachings.
For those of us who are past the active parenting stage, we can usually be more generous with our finances as our
own needs diminish. We can provide extra gifts to the Lord in remembrance of special occasions or loved ones. Our
HUG2 program just received a substantial memorial gift upon the passing of a member’s sister. We are so grateful for his
expression of love and his desire to give back to the Lord, as we are for all the memorial gifts we have received toward
the HUG2 campaign. Finally, we can ensure the work of the Church lives on as we make arrangements for our estates and
discuss our desires with our families.
At each stage in our life, we can both serve as a role model and learn from others, young and old, about being a faithful
steward of that which the Lord has generously provided to us. Prayerfully consider how the Lord is calling you to respond
today and share that message with your family.
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The 39 Club

A Life Quote - Margaret Thatcher

The 39 Club is invited to meet
in the foyer following the 11 a.m.
service on Sunday, May 19. We will
celebrate Pentecost by deciding upon
a place and having lunch together.
The 39 Club people are those
who are single, 39 and over. For more
information about this group contact
Jean Minsch at 281.550.4752.

“We must not profess Christianity and go to
Church simply because we want social reforms
and benefits or a better standard of living - but
because we accept the sanctity of life, the
responsibility that comes with freedom and the
supreme sacrifice of Christ.”

from General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, May 1988
Margaret Thatcher, The Path to Power

Many Came To
The Cross

		

Good Friday’s
Tenebrae Service
included nailing
of papers to the
cross confessing
sins. The faces of
people reflected a
true and solemn
mood
of
the
service.

Elmer Zoch

The Trinity HUG2 team met to plan the second anniversary of HUG2!

‘From This Day Forward’ Sermon Series Begins May 5
Tired of watching marriages crumble? Fed up with couples giving up? Would you like to guarantee
that your marriage will last? Join the fight against destruction and make five commitments to fail-proof
your marriage, “From This Day Forward.”
Week 1
Week 2

Seek God

Fight Fair

Week 3
Week 4

Have Fun
Stay Pure

Week 5

Never Give Up

Engaging Prayer “A prayer for the elderly and those who care for them”
“Gracious God, we ask You to bless especially Your children who have grown old. When they can
no longer care for themselves, send them loving caregivers who appreciate their wisdom and the
richness of their experiences. Send Your angels to keep them safe as long as they live and lead
them home to You when their work is done. Bless the families of the elderly with insight and good
judgment. Send Your Holy Spirit to help them make wise decisions, and grant them the patience
to care for those who once cared for them. Bless all the compassionate caregivers who serve older
adults in our faith communities. We pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.”
						From “Engaging the Aging”- Spring 2013
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Ladies Circle Ministries - May 2
The monthly meeting of Ladies Circle Ministries
will be held in Room 205 at 10 a.m. on Thursday,
May 2, with the serving of refreshments beginning
at 9:30 a.m.
The main item of business for the day will be
choosing programs and events for July 2013 through
June 2014.
For more information or to offer program
ideas and suggestions, please contact Linda Banes,
president, at 281.450.1517.

Circle’s 95th Anniversary – May 9

A celebration of the Ladies Circle’s 95th anniversary will be held at the
home of Sylvia and Nelson Schmidt, 4702 Brian Haven Drive, on Thursday,
May 9, beginning at 10:30 a.m. Past, present, and future members and friends
are invited to come together for a time of fellowship, remembering, and giving
thanks to God for His many blessings.
Trinity Lutheran Ladies Circle was founded May 3, 1918, by uniting the
Frauenverein, organized in 1891, with the Ladies Helping Hands, organized
in 1906. In 1942 the Circle became an affiliate of the Lutheran Women’s
Missionary League.

Games Party on June 6

On Thursday, June 6, Ladies Circle Ministries
is hosting a Salad Luncheon and Games Party,
beginning at 11 a.m., after an abbreviated monthly
meeting. Reserve this date on your calendar now
and make plans to attend. Reservations are
required and may be made by calling Lynn at
713.668.3977 or raylynn80@hotmail.com. Bring your
favorite games and invite a friend to come with you. Men are
also welcome.

Trinity Women’s Club
The Women´s Club will meet on Tuesday, May 14th
at 7:00 p.m. in Room 205 for a Bible study. The opening
devotion and the closing prayer will be by Becky Lovdahl.
The hostesses are Carolyn Heine, Nita Juergen, and Becky
Lovdahl. Refreshments will be served starting at 6:45 p.m.
Join us for Bible study, food, and fellowship!
Thanks to all who baked goodies and helped with the
Easter Bake Sale on Easter Sunday! The sale was very
successful. Also, thanks for all who made quilts and kits for Lutheran World
Relief! We sent 44 quilts and blankets and 25 kits to help people during a
disaster or emergency.
In support of the Good Samaritan Lutheran Group Homes, don’t forget to
bring toiletry items (toothbrush, toothpaste, deodorant, hand sanitizer, Kotex
pads, Tampax, hand lotion, shaving cream, bandaids, after shave lotion, or Pert
shampoo) to the meeting. If you have LWML Mites for Mission that need to be
turned in, please give them to Marilyn Clark, Club Treasurer.

Staff Directory
CHURCH
Senior Pastor
Pastor Michael P. Dorn............713.229.2940
Director of Caring Ministries
Pastor David A. Leeland..........713.229.2916
Visitation Pastor
Pastor Donald G. Black...........713.229.2917
Director of Mission & Discipleship
Pastor Aaron L. Lytle...............713.229.2903
Director of Ministries
Sylvia Schmidt.........................713.229.2962
Director of Music and Worship
Jason Mangels........................713.229.2937
Director of Finance
Sue Holeman..........................713.229.2956
Director of Youth Ministries
Ken Rodgers...........................713.229.2931
Communications Coordinator
Pam Schroeder.......................713.229.2944
IT Support
Sean Bowen............................713.229.2954
Assistant to Director of Caring Ministries
Suzanne Kurth........................713.229.2922
Assistant to Director of Mission & Discipleship
Christina Putman.....................713.229.2905
Host
Rollin Cattau............................713.229.2950
Hostess
Lisa Velazquez........................713.229.2950

SCHOOL/TLEC
Interim Principal
Dr. Bill Like..............................713.229.2964
TLS Secretary
Julie May.................................713.229.2901
Director of Early Childhood Program
Victoria House.........................713.229.2932
Director of Extended Care & Kids Camp
Jennifer Horn...........................713.229.2967

Joyfully Sharing Christ’s Saving
Love With All People Now!
Trinity Today - 13

Housing Needed

CHURCH REPORT
March 11 - April 14
BAPTISMS

DEATHS

April 7
Elliette Drew Mireles

March 21
Katherine Budschick Kramer

April 7
Rhys Aiden Diaz Nellums

March 26
Dorothy Luker Proctor
Revenue Update
Year to Date through 04/14/13
Total Receipts . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $1,230,491
Budgetary Needs. . . . . . . . . . . .  $1,278,424
HUG2 Update

April 14
Riley Karen Brockermeyer

Year to Date through 04/14/13
Total Contributions . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,209,721
Pledged to Date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,945,786
Sunday School Totals
1-8
H.S.
03/17
42
9
03/24
46
6
03/31
48
0
04/07
62
9
04/14
54
12

Adult
141
117
14
127
120

Total Offering. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $226.62

MARRIAGE
March 16
Justin Samuel Howard and Jenny Nicole
Stanley

SUNDAY Worship Attendance
6:00 8:15 9:31 11:00 11:15 Online
03/17		242 139 193
38
13
03/24		304 145 573
60
27
03/31 171 672 221 437
87
6
04/07		226 227 185
70
9
04/14		256 180 178
96
15

Miss Hannah Peterson, a
member of St. Paul Lutheran Church,
Kingsville, Texas, will be doing
a summer internship with SWCA
Environmental Consultants, 10245
W. Little York, Houston, TX 77040
from the middle of May to the middle
of August.
Rather than renting an apartment
for those few months, she would
prefer to rent a room from a Lutheran
family in the area.
Hannah is a senior at the
University of the Incarnate Word
in San Antonio.
She was the
valedictorian of her High School
class in Kingsville. She is sweet and
smart and hardworking and a delight
to be around.
I have been blessed to be her
pastor for the last fifteen years and can
testify that she is a devout and serious
Christian and can be welcomed into
anyone’s home without concern.
I will be happy to supply contact
information for her to those who are
interested and able to help.
The Rev. Allan Eckert
St. Paul Lutheran Church
Kingsville, Texas
361.522.5410 (cell)
361.592.4095 (home)
361.592.6531 (church)
allan.eckert@gmail.com

Foster Care & Adoption
All in the Family: Foster in Texas Kinship Care
“Did you know that one-fourth of the children in out-of-home care are living with relatives? That is almost 1 ½ million
American children who are being raised by relatives other than their parents. When a parent becomes too overwhelmed by
life’s circumstances to be a nurturing influence, the gap is often filled by someone in their extended family - a brother or
sister, or in most cases, the grandparents step in to help. The number of grandparents raising their grandchildren has soared
in the last decade, and many of these family caregivers are not aware of the benefits they are entitled to receive.
This is called “kinship foster care” and LSS-Foster In Texas (FIT) works closely with these family members to help
train them and give them access to the many resources and community services available for them and the children.
Educating families and communities about kinship foster care has become a priority for the FIT staff, as it supports and
encourages relatives in following the tradition of keeping families together.”
							From LSS News - Winter 2012
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Trinity Lutheran Church
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
1
8:15 AM
8:55 AM
10:00 AM
5:30 PM
5:30 PM
6:30 PM

TLS-LS Chapel
TLS-MS Chapel
WC-HPCC
FUEL
Zumba
Faith Discovery
Class
6:30 PM IGNITE
6:30 PM Women’s Bible
Study

5

6

8:15 AM Worship (C)
9:30 AM Faith Discovery
Class
9:30 AM SS & Bible
Classes
9:31 AM 931 Worship
11:00 AM TLSEF BBQ
11:00 AM Worship (C)
11:15 AM The Eleventh
Hour Worship
2:30 PM TLS Spring
Musical

7
7:00 PM Basketball Fellowship Group

13

19

20

8:15 AM Worship (C)
9:30 AM Faith Discovery
Class
9:30 AM SS & Bible
Classes
9:31 AM 931 Worship
11:00 AM Worship (C)
11:15 AM The Eleventh
Hour Worship
12:00 PM 39 Club
2:00 PM HLC Rehearsal

8
8:15 AM
8:55 AM
5:30 PM
5:30 PM
6:30 PM

TLS-LS Chapel
TLS-MS Chapel
FUEL
Zumba
Faith Discovery
Class
6:30 PM IGNITE
6:30 PM Women’s Bible
Study

2

Friday
3

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
10:00 AM Ladies Circle
Meeting
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
6:20 PM Handbells
6:30 PM 931 Band
Rehearsal
6:30 PM National Day of
Prayer Service
7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir

9

7:00 AM Middle School
Bible Study
7:30 PM TLS Spring
Musical

10

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
10:30 AM Ladies Circle
95th Anniversary
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
6:20 PM Handbells
6:30 PM 931 Band
Rehearsal
7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir

7:00 AM Middle School
Bible Study
5:30 PM Family Fun
Night

11:00 AM LFL Crochet
Class
7:00 PM Basketball Fellowship Group

8:15 AM Worship
9:30 AM Faith Discovery
Class
9:30 AM SS & Bible
Classes
9:31 AM 931 Worship (C)
11:00 AM Worship
11:15 AM The Eleventh
Hour Worship (C)
5:00 PM Godkin/Barnett
Wedding
Trinity Sunday

4
8:00 AM Basketball Felloswhip Group
10:00 PM 931 Set-up
7:30 PM TLS Spring
Musical

11
10:00 AM 931 Set-up

7:00 PM Basketball Fellowship Group

14

15

16

17

18

21

22

23

24

25

28

29

30

31

10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:30 AM TLS-EC Chapel
7:00 PM Women’s Club

10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:30 AM TLS-EC Chapel
12:30 PM Properties MAT
6:15 PM Stephen Ministry Large Group
7:30 PM Stephen
Ministry Peer
Supervision

8:15 AM
8:55 AM
10:00 AM
5:30 PM
5:30 PM
6:30 PM

TLS-LS Chapel
TLS-MS Chapel
LC-HPCC
FUEL
Zumba
Faith Discovery
Class
6:30 PM IGNITE
6:30 PM Women’s Bible
Study

8:15 AM
8:55 AM
5:30 PM
6:30 PM

TLS-LS Chapel
TLS-MS Chapel
Zumba
Faith Discovery
Class
6:30 PM Women’s Bible
Study

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
6:30 PM 931 Band
Rehearsal
6:30 PM TLS Fine Arts
Concert
7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
6:30 PM 931 Band
Rehearsal
7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir

7:00 AM Middle School
Bible Study
2:30 PM Pre-K Graduation
6:00 PM Daniels/
Tribble Wedding
Rehearsal
6:00 PM Tiger Run LockIn

7:30 PM 8th Grade
Graduation

Pentecost

26

Saturday

Ascension Day

12

8:15 AM Worship
9:30 AM Faith Discovery
Class
9:30 AM SS & Bible
Classes
9:31 AM 931 Worship (C)
11:00 AM Worship
11:15 AM The Eleventh
Hour Worship (C)

10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:30 AM TLS-EC Chapel
4:00 PM Stephen Leaders Meeting
6:15 PM Stephen Ministry Large Group
7:30 PM Stephen
Ministry Peer
Supervision

Thursday

27

All Offices Closed

Memorial Day

6:30 PM Health Cabinet
6:30 PM Sunday School
Teachers Meeting

5:30 PM Zumba
6:30 PM Faith Discovery
Class
6:30 PM Women’s Bible
Study

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
10:00 AM Ladies
Circle Executive
Board
6:30 PM 931 Band
Rehearsal

8:00 AM Basketball Fellowship Group
8:00 AM Concordia University Faculty
Meeting
10:00 AM 931 Set-Up
11:00 AM Raschke Bridal
Shower
5:30 PM Daniels Tribble
Wedding

8:00 AM Basketball Fellowship Group
10:00 AM 931 Set-up
5:00 PM Godkin/Barnett
Wedding
Rehearsal
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Jesus loves:

Article submission deadline May 10Th for articles to be published
June 1, 2013. Submit articles to pr@trinitydt.org.

Contact Pam Schroeder at 713.229.2944 with any questions about this publication.

Joyfully sharing Christ’s saving love with all people, Now!
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