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Bring your bells—little bells, big bells, dinner bells, boat bells—whatever you have —and join us on December 21 for
Carols and Bells. Everyone will be invited to participate in the music making for the 8:15 and 11:00 services by ringing a
bell. If you don’t have one, we will provide one. The morning will be filled with music as you sing your favorite Christmas
Carols and ring along with the singing at specified spots in the worship service. After worship, all will be invited to enjoy
hot chocolate, wassail, coffee and cookies as we celebrate the Christmas Season. Everyone is encouraged to wear your
favorite Christmas sweater or other casual Christmas attire.
Then come back on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day to celebrate Christ’s birth. Christmas Eve services will be at
5:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. These services will feature the Trinity Choir and Orchestra along with the actors and animals
associated with our Christmas Pageant. Since the 5:00 service tends to be full, we encourage our Trinity members to
attend the 7:00 service to make room for guests. Christmas Day worship with Holy Communion will be held at 9:30
a.m. on Thursday, December 25.
Also, don’t forget our midweek Advent services on December 3, 10 and 17. Services will be held at Noon (includes
communion) and 6:30 p.m. The school Christmas Program will take place at the December 10th evening service. Advent
Suppers will be served at 5:00 p.m. each Wednesday.

It’s A Wonderful Life—Advent Bible Study
Do you pay a visit to Bedford Falls every Christmas? Does December feel
incomplete without a reminder that “no man is a failure who has friends”? If
George and Mary Bailey are annual guests at your home during the holidays,
you already know that It’s A Wonderful Life is far more than just a festive
seasonal film. It’s a reflection of what we can be when Christ is at work
in us and a reminder that our lives can change everyone around us—
for better or worse. Revisit the defining lessons in Frank Capra’s 1946
classic, and discover new dimensions of the film you’ve seen time and
again. What can you learn from Mary’s quiet contentedness? Does
George’s selflessness make you rethink your own priorities? And how
about Clarence’s dogged commitment to his assignment? Join Pastor
Dorn in this close-up look at the characters and themes that shape this
beautiful story. You’ll be reminded that life’s most important work is often the work we never planned to do and
that God can use the most unlikely among us to get the job done. This Bible study meets Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
in Pastor Dorn’s Office (Room 123). Popcorn will be served!

Poinsettia
Donations
We have ordered 6 in.
poinsettias ($10) to adorn our
worship areas throughout the
Advent season and on Christmas
Eve and Christmas Day. If you
are interested in donating a plant(s)
which may be taken home with you
after the Christmas Day service,
please contact Pam Schroeder at
713.229.2944 or pschroeder@
trinitydt.org with the number you
would like to purchase and the
dedication you would like printed
in the Christmas Eve and Day
service folders. There is no limit on
the number of poinsettias you can
order. Deadline to order poinsettias
and have dedication included in the
Christmas Eve and Day Service
Folders is December 10.

PEP Club Christmas Caroling
PEP Club Christmas Caroling
this year will be on Sunday,
December 14. We plan to meet in
the Mary Martha Fellowship Hall
at 1 p.m. and leave with our list of
homebound by 1:30 p.m. We are
meeting earlier this year so we will
not be driving after dark.
For our “sharing” and “party”
after caroling - please plan to bring
your favorite light appetizer for our
“light meal.”
Our
homebound
members
always look forward to our visits and I always look forward to both the
singing of Christmas Carols and our fellowship afterwards.
I will need a few more baskets for the fruit baskets we give the folks.
If you have a few, let me know. Also, please let me know if you will be
able to come - that will really be a big help. You can contact me (Bea
Uhl) at 713.864.4919 or Cynthia Roney at 713.869.3568.
BOARD OF ELDERS - CONTACT INFORMATION
Jim Baccus .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . jimbaccus@comcast.net.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.956.1899
Bill Fischer.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . bfisch@aol.com.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.827.8664
Bill Gebhardt.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . william.gebhardt@sbcglobal.net.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.862.4382
Kevin Juergen.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . kevin.nitajuergen@yahoo.com .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.868.4813
Charles Volek .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . volekcw@hal-pc.org .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.662.3553
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LINC - Toys for Joy
Christmas is a wonderful time to be with family as we celebrate
the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ. But imagine being away from
your family during the holidays. Unfortunately, this is true for many
of the families both in LINC congregations as well as communities.
In some instances, children have to be without one or both parents
because their parents are deported or incarcerated. Or foremost,
their parents are unemployed and have no means of providing their
children with a gift to celebrate the season. This is how you have
been able to bless many year after year.
The Toys for Joy ministry has made a statement about the dignity
and worth of each child no matter what their circumstances may be.
The families and children are so thankful to receive your generous
gifts. LINC’s mission is to be the hands and feet of Christ and to
extend to each and every child they meet the loving hospitality that Jesus requires of each of us. When we give
Toys for Joy we take every opportunity to share the best gift of all, Jesus Christ!
Please consider donating toys this Christmas and help LINC bless families with the gift of the Gospel this
Christmas. Toys (please indicate gift gender and age, i.e. boy 9-12) may be placed in the collection boxes in the
foyer and hallway outside the school office through December 14.

Dinner and Christmas Gifts for the Homeless
Trinity’s dinner for the homeless will be held December 14 from 12 p.m to 2 p.m. This year we are having
a catered meal, so we are asking for donations to cover the cost of the meal. Many thanks to Houston North Central
Chapter of Thrivent which is helping to sponsor this event. We also need 20 families to make a dessert that will feed
10 or more, and to ensure we have enough dessert please call and let us know what you can bring. Volunteers are needed
to set up, serve, and tear down. If you can help in any area please contact Rick Berg at 281.455.5413 and for donations
please mark homeless meal in the memo of your check or indicate for the homeless dinner on the offering envelope.
This year, instead of buying specific items for the homeless we are asking families to fill and wrap (no ribbons please)
a shoebox with hygiene and other miscellaneous items. Sample gift shoeboxes and receptacles will be in the Narthex,
Foyer, Middle School Office and Education Center.
Include items that are appropriate for either men or women but clearly indicate gender if gender specific items are
included – the majority of attendees will be men. Items need to be small so they can be carried in a backpack. Choose from
the following list of items:
Hygiene items:
Toothpaste and toothbrush
Deodorant
Razor & shaving cream
Body wash
Bar soap
Shampoo
Hand sanitizer
Handi-wipes
Nail clippers
Comb/brush
Band-aids
Food
Non-perishable snack food
Candy

Cold weather items:
Lotion
Chapstick
Gloves
Ear muffs/band
Socks
Miscellaneous
Rain poncho
Small box/bottle of laundry detergent
Facial tissues
Items of your choosing
Gift card for McDonalds, Chick-fil-A,
Kroger, Walmart, or Walgreens
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Houston Lutheran Chorale Presents
“Fear Not!” Christmas Program
The
Houston
Lutheran
Chorale
invites you to join in
celebrating 30 years of
sharing the glory of our
Lord’s birth in song.
The 2014 Christmas
concert, “Fear Not!”
focuses on the message
delivered
to
the
shepherds, to Mary, to
Joseph and to the Magi.
We, too, are called to
not be afraid of the
majesty and mystery of
Christ’s birth. Rather
we are to embrace it,
sharing the story with
the world.
This year’s concerts will be presented on Saturday, December 6, 7:00
p.m. at Memorial Lutheran Church, 5810 3rd Street, Katy and Sunday,
December 7, 4:00 p.m. at Trinity Downtown.
For complimentary tickets and concert information call 832.302.4811
or visit the Chorale’s website http://www.hlc-tx.org. Thank you for
blessing this ministry and being a part of this amazing tradition.

Sack Lunch
Ministry
Volunteers

The Sack Lunch Ministry is
in need of a volunteer to serve
the homeless on Fridays. Serving
hours are 9 - 11:30 a.m. The job
consists of sacking and giving out
lunches each Friday. We are also
in need of substitutes, people who
can fill in occasionally when our
regular volunteers need a day off.
If you can help please call Rick
Berg at 281.455.5413 or Pastor
Black at 713.229.2917.

New Governing Board Members
At the Congregational Assembly Meeting held on November 16, Steve Maynard and Joshua Rodriguez were
elected to serve as Elders on the 2015 Governing Board and Dag Calafell and Bo Hopmann were reelected to a
second term on the Board. We congratulate them and look forward to their contributions to the Governing Board.
We would like to thank Mel Hohle, Tim Lewis, Lee Nino and Eric Vandenberg for being willing to run for
the positions on the Governing Board.

Steve Maynard
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Joshua Rodriguez

Dag Calafell

Bo Hopmann

Financial Peace University
We all need a plan for our money. Financial Peace University (FPU) is
that plan! It teaches God’s ways of handling money. Through video teaching,
class discussions and interactive small group activities, FPU presents biblical,
practical steps to get from where you are to where you’ve dreamed you could
be. This plan will show you how to get rid of debt, manage your money, spend
and save wisely, and much more!
The next Dave Ramsey Financial Peace University class at Trinity will
be starting on Sunday, January 11. If interested, contact John Garrett at
713.725.6564 or johnpatrickgarrett@yahoo.com.

Giving God the Glory (G3)

Advent Devotions

Please join the Mission MAT in Giving
God the Glory (G3)! Lil Hohle has
shared her testimony of how God
is working and active in her life
at Trinity. She writes, “The gift
of prayer carries tremendous
power. It is such an honor to be
able to pray for those in need.
That is why I feel so privileged
to be part of the Trinity Prayer
Line.” What an encouragement
to hear how God utilizes the gifts
of those who are willing and provides
us the opportunity to reach out and help
one another through prayer.
If you would like to share your testimony of how God
is working in your life, please do so. The G3 submission box is located
in the Narthex at the back of the sanctuary. We pray that by sharing our
testimonies we will, “Come and hear, all you who fear God, and I will tell
what He has done for my soul.” Psalm 66:16.

Advent Devotion Booklets are
available in the Narthex, Foyer
and Gym. “Hymns and Carols
of Christmas Joy” was written by
Pastor Leeland and “Home for the
Holidays” was written by Pastor
Wayne Palmer for Lutheran Hour
Ministries.
Lutheran Hour Ministries
Devotions are also available
online at www.lhm.org to read
online or can be received via
e-mail subscription. An audio
version of “Home for
the Holidays” is also
available online.

Bread Pick-up Volunteers Needed
We are in need of volunteers
to pick up the bread for church
on Sunday mornings. The task
is simple, retrieve the bread from
Panera at San Felipe and Post
Oak between 8:45 and 9:00 p.m.
Saturday evening and deliver to
the gym by 9:00 a.m. Sunday
morning.
Contact Eric Vandenberg at 713.452.0093 to volunteer or get more
information.

2014 GOVERNING BOARD
Jim Baccus (Chair/Elder)
Dag Calafell
Pastor Michael Dorn
Bill Fischer (Vice-Chair/Elder)
Bill Gebhardt (Elder)
Tim Grady
Bo Hopmann
Kevin Juergen (Elder)
Michelle Leitner
Jean Minsch
Charles Volek (Sec./Elder)
Dave Weinhold
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Trinity Lutheran School...Downtown

“Inspiring and empowering students with a Christ-centered education since 1879.”

Tiger Fun Run and Buddy Field Day

Save the Date

We had our annual Tiger Fun Run and Buddy Field Day on October
24. This special day is not only for raising money for our school, but a day
to come together and celebrate fitness during the Fun Run and to enjoy the
fellowship we have with one another during Buddy Field Day. Thank you
so much to everyone that made this year’s Tiger Fun Run and Buddy Field
Day such a success! I truly could not have done it without y’all!!
						
God’s Blessings,
						Michelle Davis

For sponsorship and ticket sales see
Angela Avant in the church office or
Dena Krailo in the School office.

Upcoming Events
December 5
St. Nicholas Day Event at Bruce
Elementary (7th-8th Grade ONLY)
December 10
Advent Service
December 19
Chapel - Early Dismissal
December 19
2 Quarter Ends
nd

December 22 - January 2
Christmas Vacation (Infants- 8th)

6 - Trinity Today

Holiday Volunteering: Volunteer Houston 27th Annual
“A Visit from Saint Nicholas” Program
A Special Way to Give Back This
Holiday Season
Houstonians love giving back during the
holidays. For the past 27 years, generous
Houstonians have supported Volunteer Houston’s
“A Visit from Saint Nicholas” Program with
the culminating Discovery Day happening this
year on Friday, December 5, 2014 at schools
across the Houston region. On Discovery Day,
over 7,000 students receive backpacks filled
with educational toys and books and learn the
value and responsibility of giving back to their
community.
Since 1987, this program has reached over
270,000 students in grades pre-K through second.
The nineteen schools participating in this year’s
program were selected because of their Title 1
status – 75% or more of students receiving free or
reduced lunch services - an indicator of high need
where many families do not have the means to
provide gifts for their children during the holiday
season.
Trinity Lutheran School donated over
300 books and educational materials to Bruce
Elementary as a part of the St. Nicholas Event.
Our 7th and 8th graders, along with parents,
TLS students, and staff members attended the
“Packing Party” on Wednesday, November 19th
and contributed to the packing of over 7,000
backpacks that will be distributed all over the city
of Houston. Truly our students learn an important
lesson in generosity and community involvement,
as well as how important it is to “pay it forward”
by making holiday cards with the students at
Bruce Elementary to be delivered Christmas
morning by “Volunteer Houston” to home-bound
and shut-ins in our community! Thank you to the
following staff members who went above and
beyond to assist: Pastor Dorn, Natalia Junkans,
Dena Krailo, Michelle Davis, Joey Perry, Erich
Eberts, Mateba Harris, and Lisa Jakel.
God Bless Us Everyone!
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Merry Christmas from Our Parish Nurse
This beautiful message was on a Christmas card we received last year from a “Trinity” friend.
“God Sent US a Saviour”
If our greatest need had been information,
God would have sent us an educator.
If our greatest need had been technology,
God would have sent us a scientist.
If our greatest need had been money,
God would have sent us an economist.
If our greatest need had been pleasure,
God would have sent us an entertainer.
But our greatest need was forgiveness,
So God sent us a Saviour.
(Roy Lessin)
“This Christmas may all of you see and know anew how great His love is toward you”.
“AND SHE SHALL BRING FORTH A SON, AND THOU SHALT CALL HIS NAME JESUS; FOR HE
SHALL SAVE HIS PEOPLE FROM THEIR SINS. Matthew 1:21 (KJV)
								
MERRY CHRISTMAS!
								Julie Bertrand, Parish Nurse

Trinity Health Cabinet Ministry
At our October 28, 2014 meeting, our Health Cabinet filled 13 boxes of
“goodies” for our military including a personal note and a Thanksgiving
Card. The boxes were “crammed full” of many different items and
again the Health Cabinet Members donated all of the items. Some
recipients overseas received two (2) boxes. It is always an exciting,
fun time for the Health Cabinet to fill those boxes.
We are now asking for your assistance. We have been contacting
families and have gotten updates on several addresses and some of
our service men and women cannot be communicated with at this
time. However, there are names on the list in our service folder
that no one seems to know or we have had no response from family
members. So, if you have submitted a name and/or if you have any contact
information on the names below or updates on addresses, please email Julie Bertrand
with the information at jbertrand@trinitydt.org. Your assistance is deeply appreciated as we
minister to these individuals who are faithfully serving our Lord and our country. If you would like to
assist us in this ministry by providing items or taking part in filling the boxes please contact Julie Bertrand. Our
next mailing will most likely be in the Spring.
The names are: Miguel Amaro (Afghanistan), Mike Blanchard, James Boehlke, Philip Brand, Brock
Girtman, Graham Hanley, and Robert Tisdale (Afghanistan).
THANK YOU VERY MUCH!
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Thank You for Your Trinity Prays! Prayers!
Thank you for your Trinity Prays! prayers!
Your prayers are filled with the blessings of our
great Lord and Savior Jesus Christ to our heavenly
Father’s glory!
Here are the abundant blessings of God that
we see being supported and strengthened by your
prayers. The health and strength of our families,
members and shared ministries are being renewed
with joy and vigor in Jesus in:

¾¾ Trinity’s School and Early Childhood Center Educational Ministries to students and families.

¾¾ Trinity’s Music Ministries as evidenced by our great 135th Anniversary Worship Celebration and Hymn
Fest.
¾¾ The Body of Christ here at Trinity being strengthened with 39 new members (with one on the way)!

¾¾ The amazing way our Lord has blessed, with His Holy Spirit, our latest Capital Campaign, “We Declare
Your Mighty Acts!”

¾¾ And so much more: Trunks and Treats, 2,000 Baby Blankets to Newborns kept (not aborted), 60 Prayer
Quilts to those with serious illness, 4 Blood Drives, Food Pantry Drives, Mailings to the Military,
Stephen Ministry, Sunday and Weekday Bible Classes, and Sack Lunches to the Homeless.

So, thank you for all your prayers! The Lord is showering down His blessings on us all in all our situations
and circumstances and especially in all the challenges we face in life.
Thank you for your prayers and may we all redouble our prayers for this forthcoming Holiday season from
Thanksgiving, Advent, Christmas and New Year’s.
The peace of Christ and His power and presence bless and fill our hearts that we may give a powerful witness
wherever we live or work or play of His grace and love. Amen.

Trinity Grads Win Spots in ATSSB Region Band
Four graduates of Trinity Lutheran School
auditioned and won seats in the 2014 Association
of Texas Small School Bands (ATSSB) Region
23 and 27, Region Band. They participated in
the clinic and concert held November 18th at The
Kinkaid School. Oscar Morales, trumpet, Rachel
Dorn, percussion, Tyler Zapata, euphonium, and
Eric Mueller, 1st chair tuba, are all members of the
Lutheran High North Concert Band and Marching
Band. The LHN Marching Band recently won
Superior Ratings and a second place finish in
the TPSMEA State Marching Band competition.
Eric was also awarded Outstanding Drum Major
award at the marching competition last month in
Fort Worth.
(Pictured from left to right:
Oscar Morales, Rachel Dorn, Tyler Zapata
and Eric Mueller)
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Prayers and Promises by Pastor David Leeland
Merry Christmas! May the LORD bless and strengthen us all in faith, hope and love with His grace and
peace! From the Promises of the Prophets to New Testament fulfillment, we let the Scriptures tell the story of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and speak God’s blessings into our hearts!
14
Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel. [Isaiah 7:14;
ESV]

For to us a Child is born, to us a Son is given; and the government
shall be upon His shoulder, and His name shall be called Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of
the increase of His government and of peace there will be no end,
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and
to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time
forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do
this. [Isaiah 9:6-7; ESV]
2
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be
among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for Me One
who is to be Ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old,
from ancient days. [Micah 5:2; ESV]
4
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His
Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who
were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.
6

[Galatians 4:4-5; ESV]

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have
seen His glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and
truth. [John 1:14; ESV]
18
Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When His mother Mary
had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with Child from the Holy Spirit.
19
And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly.
20
But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph,
son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21
She will bear a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” 22 All this
took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a
Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he
did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she had given birth to a
Son. And he called His name Jesus. [Matthew 1:18-25; ESV]
1
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This was
the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, each to his own
town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is
called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed,
who was with Child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her
firstborn Son and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths and laid Him in a manger, because there was no place for
them in the inn. 8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by
night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that
will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.
12
And this will be a sign for you: you will find a Baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to
14
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God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom He is pleased!” 15 When the angels went away
from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that
has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph,
and the Baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them
concerning this Child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured
up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for
all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. [Luke 2:1-20; ESV]
How silently, how silently The wondrous gift is giv’n!
So God imparts to human hearts The blessings of His heav’n.
No ear may hear His coming; But in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him, still The dear Christ enters in.
O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in, Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel!
[“O Little Town of Bethlehem,” Lutheran Service Book, #361, stanzas 3 & 4; Public Domain]

Lord Jesus, You are the Wondrous Gift given for our soul’s delight. With Your holy birth, come into our
hearts with Your saving grace and healing love. Take Your place on the throne of our hearts and rule us with
Your mercy and peace. As Your Natal Star shone the way for the wise men to come to You, guide us to shine with
our lives for others to see You through us. Give us all deep, real and genuine praise of all that You are as our
Savior and Lord and use us to invite others into Your joy, Lord Jesus. Amen.

Trinity Women’s Club
Mr. Omar Holguin, Jr. gave a wonderful talk about the history of Woodland Heights at the November
meeting. Mr. Holguin shared stories about the residents, houses, and buildings in the neighborhood and our
members shared their stories with him. Trinity’s last parsonage was in Woodland Heights.
Our monthly visit/devotion at the Highland Park Care Center, 2714 Morrison Street will be on Wednesday,
December 3rd at 10:00 a.m. Contact Bea Uhl at 713.864.4919 for more information. Quilting will resume in
January.
Our annual Christmas party will be on Tuesday,
December 9th starting at 6:30 p.m. The meal will
be chicken fried steak with all the trimmings from
Hickory Hollow. The cost is $15 per person. The
money needs to be given to Thelma Deterling as
soon as possible. We will be collecting toys for
LINC Houston at the party. The Executive Board
will provide the desserts. Contact Elizabeth
Stoerkel at 281.463.3171 if child care is needed.
Come join us as we celebrate the birth of our
Savior!
Members are reminded that they can bring their LWML mites, hotel toiletries for the homeless ministry, and
toiletry items for the Good Samaritan Lutheran Group Homes to the party.
A big Thank You to all who made goodies, sold goodies, and bought goodies at our annual Bake Sale!
Sharon Stoerkel will give the report on the Texas LWML convention in June at the meeting on Tuesday, January
13th at 7:00 p.m.
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Be in the Word
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

Advent of the Savior - Room 205 - Led by Jim Cleary
On a seemingly ordinary day, in a manger in the middle of bustling,
overcrowded Bethlehem, the promised Messiah slipped into the world
as a tiny baby. Thousands had longed for His coming, few witnessed
His entrance, but millions have been changed by His life. This study
will introduce you to the circumstances surrounding the birth of Jesus, remind you of God’s faithfulness and
power to fulfill His promises, and draw you more deeply into the love that brought Christ to earth.

Vocal Minority - Chapel - Led by Bill Fischer
In “The Vocal Minority,” the Chapel Class is now studying the Old Testament book of Hosea. Hosea lived
and preached at the time of the second and last Jeroboam, king of Israel. Luther says that “Hosea preached
vigorously against the idolatry of his time and bravely rebuked the people, together with the king and his
princes and priests. He also prophesied powerfully and most comfortingly about Christ and His kingdom.”

Midweek Studies
Book of I Peter
Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. - Room 205
Women’s Bible Study led by Audrey Black

Golden Fruit - Living the Fruit of the Spirit through
the best times of Your Life
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. - Room 205
Women’s Bible Study led by Jan Case

Sonrise Bible Study
Thursdays at 6:30 a.m. - Room 124
Led by Pastor Black

TnT - 20s and 30s Group Bible Study
Current Study: “Broken: 7 ‘Christian’ Rules that Every
Christian Ought to Break as Often as Possible”
Meets 2nd and 4th Fridays at 7:30 p.m. - off site.
Contact Rachel and Dag Calafell at rachel.calafell@
gmail.com or 832.389.8998 for more information.

Life Thoughts in the Church Year
December 7 – Second Sunday in Advent
“Speak tenderly” in Isaiah 40: 1-2 is
literally “speak to the heart.” More than
nice-sounding words, all of the good news
encapsulated in the first and second coming
of Jesus speaks powerfully to those with
struggling and burdened hearts. The life
issues give us opportunity to speak this good
news to matters of the heart, especially those
considered “controversial” and “divisive.”
Prayer: Thank You for touching our
hearts with the Good News! Help us share it
with all who deal with matters of the heart.
Amen.

- from the Fall 2014 issue of Life Date – a quarterly journal of life
issue news and commentary from Lutherans For Life (LFL) - equipping
Lutherans to be Gospel-centered voices For Life!
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The 39 Club

On
the
third Sunday,
December 21,
the “39 Club”
group is invited
for lunch at the
home of Pastor and Audrey Black.
Meet in the foyer following the
11:00 a.m. service and travel to
the Blacks’ home. Those who
plan to attend are asked to please
RSVP to 713.782.6307.
Those who are single, 39
and over, are invited to join us
as we enjoy food and fellowship
one Sunday a month. For more
information contact Jean Minsch
at 281.550.4752.

Ladies Circle Ministries - December 4
The Christmas gathering of the Ladies Circle will be held in the Mary/Martha
Fellowship Hall at 10 a.m. on Thursday, December 4.
Our program entitled “Defining Advent” will be presented by Pat Durham,
Professional Coach and CEO of Diversity-Unlimited, and also a member of St.
Timothy Lutheran Church. A covered dish luncheon honoring October, November
and December birthdays will be served at noon.
Members are encouraged to bring to the meeting new toys or games for children
from infants to 12 years of age, or gift cards for Target or WalMart. Gift wrapping
supplies are also needed. These gifts will help the missionaries serving through the
Lutheran Inter-City Network Coalition (LINC)-Houston “Toys for Joy” program to
help develop relationships and share the Gospel with people through their ministries.
Members and guests are invited to participate in this gathering for inspiration, fellowship, and good food.
For additional information, please contact Debbie Leonard, president, at (c)319.431.6804; 713.861.7175; or
by email to Debbie,Leonard.TX@gmail.com
Additional date to remember: Members and friends are invited to come to the Highland Park Care Center,
2714 Morrison Street, at 10 a.m. on Wednesday, December 17, to share the Good News of Christmas and sing
carols with the residents.

TIGER PAC
“Promote school spirit and support staff at Trinity Lutheran School through
volunteerism with a sincere dedication to its students, families, and programs.”
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

GIDDY-UP GALA

HEALTH AND WELLNESS

Please contact Mateba Harris at
matebaharris@gmail.com to sign
up to volunteer for one of these
great activities

Our Giddy-Up Gala Co-Chairs,
Jimetta Eudey and Lana Bishop,
held a very successful Acquisitions
Meeting on November 5th. Several
parents committed to contacting businesses for item donations for the
auction. Thank you for all of your
work, Jimetta and Lana! For more
information regarding the Gala, please
visit the Giddy-Up Gala Facebook
page at https://www.facebook.com/
groups/408962365919590/members/

Tiger PAC has started off the year
with great opportunities for parents to get involved with various
activities! If you are interested in
helping to coordinate the volunteers, please contact John Hilliard
at johnhubert_52@yahoo.com.

Giddy-Up Gala
February 21, 2015
The Science Fair
March 12, 2015
The Spring Fine Arts Show Case
May 14, 2015

Coming Soon
Walking/Running Club
Zumba Classes
CPR Training
Self-Defense Class

“Thank you to all of the parents that are giving their time and talents to support the students and staff at Trinity Lutheran School.”
Principal Junkans, and Director of Advancement, Lisa Jakel
Trinity Today - 13

CHURCH REPORT

STAFF DIRECTORY

October 20 - November 16

NEW MEMBERS RECEIVED 11-09-14
• Marissa Clapp
• Sarah Crawford
• Pam Gonzales
• Robert Parke
• Deon & Mateba Harris and children, Don,
Dasan, Dillan & Dove
• Mary and Katherine Johnson
• Peter & Jennifer Johnson
• Alec Kemnitz
• Philip & Lisa Meier
• Trudy Mitchell
• Marie Munier
• Scott Nickell and daughter, Juliet
• Juliana Mitchell and daughter, Juliet
• Todd & Jennifer Parrish and daughter, Avery
• Daler Schramm
• Jay & Peggy Schroller
• Brent & Marnie Vieselmeyer and children
Payton & Quinn
• Chris & Resa Waterman
• Lindsay Waterman

REVENUE UPDATE
Year to Date through 10/31/14
Total Receipts.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $3,434,162
Budgetary Needs .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $3,614,783
HUG2 UPDATE
Year to Date through 11/16/14
Total Contributions .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,950,163
Pledged to Date .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,945,786
SUNDAY SCHOOL TOTALS
1-8
H.S.
10/26
36
10
11/02
36
20
11/09
15
12
11/16
22
14
Total Offering.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

•
•

Senior Pastor
Pastor Michael P. Dorn .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2940
Director of Caring Ministries
Pastor David A. Leeland .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2916
Visitation Pastor
Pastor Donald G. Black.  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2917
Chief Financial Officer
Ron Lacy.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2970
Dir. of Administration and Human Resources
Trinity Garrett. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2937

Adult
119
105
77
92
$219.72

Interim Director of Music and Worship
Mary Voigt.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2922

SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
8:15
9:31
11:00
Total
10/26
205
91
167
463
11/02
300
135
161
596
Service at 10:45) 610
11/09
610 (135th Anniv.		
11/16
200
125
176
501

Contributions Manager
Angela Avant.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2963

Engaging Confessions
•

CHURCH

Each morning when I awaken, I am grateful because I have been
given another day to love and serve in my old age.
Letting go of my “stuff and self” means putting my life in God’s
hands and seeking to live according to His will.
My faith in Jesus prompts me as an aging pilgrim to help improve
someone else’s life and help make the world a better place.

Adapted from “Engaging the Aging” - a timely newsletter for
congregations serving older adults

Director of Accounting
Roseann Gamez.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2962
Communications Coordinator
Pam Schroeder.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2944

Host
Rollin Cattau .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2950

SCHOOL/TLEC
TLS Principal
Natalia Junkans.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 832.301.3105
Director of Advancement
Lisa Jakel. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2903
Director of Early Childhood Program
Lucia Flores.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2918
School Ministry Assistant
Dena Krailo.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2901
Director of Extended Care
Tilita Herrera.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2967

Joyfully sharing Christ’s Saving
Love With All People Now!

LSS News – Traditional Foster Care for Immigrant
Children
The Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR) helps new populations integrate into American life by connecting
them to critical resources. LSS currently operates three ORR programs in Texas: Bokenkamp Children’s Shelter
in Corpus Christi, and transitional foster care programs in El Paso and Corpus Christi. These programs provide
unaccompanied immigrant children with a safe and nurturing temporary home environment while they await
reunification with parents or other adult relatives.
LSS is opening another ORR foster care program in McAllen, Texas. So many of these children – most from
the Central American countries of Guatemala, El Salvador, and Honduras – are utterly alone and vulnerable, and
traumatized after long and harrowing journeys. The need is great and LSS has qualified foster parents and the
capability to, quite literally, save these children’s lives.
From LSS News - Lutheran Social Services of the South, Inc.
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Sunday

Monday
1

12:00 PM TLS MAT Meeting

Tuesday

Wednesday
4

5

6

9

10

11

12

13

16

17

18

19

20

25

26

27

8:20 AM TLS Chapel
9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:00 AM Women’s Club
HPCC
12:00 PM Midweek Advent
Service (C)
3:30 PM FUEL
5:00 PM Advent Supper
5:30 PM Trinity Woodwinds
6:30 PM Midweek
Advent Service

14

15

21

22

23

24

28

29

30

31

8:15 AM Worship
9:30 AM SS & Bible
Classes
9:30 AM Confirmation
9:31 AM 931 Worship (C)
11:00 AM Worship
12:00 PM Homeless
Christmas Dinner
1:00 PM PEP Club
Christmas
Caroling

8:15 AM Worship (C)
9:30 AM SS & Bible
Classes
9:30 AM Confirmation
9:31 AM 931 Worship
11:00 AM Worship (C)
12:00 PM 39 Club

8:15 AM Worship
9:30 AM SS & Bible
Classes
9:30 AM Confirmation
9:31 AM 931 Worship (C)
11:00 AM Worship

7:00 PM Basketball Fellowship Group

7:00 PM Basketball Fellowship Group

Saturday

3

10:00 AM Tuesday
Women’s Bible
Study
6:00 PM Stephen
Ministry
7:00 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble

8

11:00 AM Crochet Group
5:00 PM Elder’s Meeting
5:30 PM Governing
Board
7:00 PM Basketball Fellowship Group

Friday

2

7

8:15 AM Worship (C)
9:30 AM SS & Bible
Classes
9:30 AM Confirmation
9:31 AM 931 Worship
11:00 AM Worship (C)
4:00 PM HLC Christmas
Concert

Thursday

10:00 AM Tuesday
Women’s Bible
Study
7:00 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble

10:00 AM Tuesday
Women’s Bible
Study
6:00 PM Stephen
Ministry
6:30 PM Women’s Club
7:00 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble

7:00 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble

8:20 AM TLS Chapel
9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
12:00 PM Midweek Advent
Service (C)
3:30 PM FUEL
5:00 PM Advent Supper
5:30 PM Trinity Woodwinds
6:30 PM Midweek
Advent Service

9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:00 AM Ladies Circle
HPCC
12:00 PM Midweek Advent
Service (C)
3:30 PM FUEL
5:00 PM Advent Supper
5:30 PM Trinity Woodwinds
6:30 PM Midweek
Advent Service

5:00 PM Christmas Eve
Worship with
Pageant
7:00 PM Christmas Eve
Worship with
Pageant

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
10:00 AM Ladies Circle
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
6:20 PM Trinity Bells
7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir

7:00 AM Middle School
Bible Study

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
6:20 PM Trinity Bells
7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir

7:00 AM Middle School
Bible Study

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
6:20 PM Trinity Bells
7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir

8:20 AM TLS Chapel
7:00 AM Middle School
Bible Study

9:30 AM Christmas Day
Worship (C)

31

6:30 PM New Year’s Eve
Worship (C)

8:00 AM

NOVEMBER
S

M

T

W

T

F

JANUARY

11:00 AM

S

S

M

T

W

1
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9

4

5
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8
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5

6

7
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F

S

1

2

3

8

9 10

10 11 12 13 14 15

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

30

Basketball Fellowship Group
PEP Club - Wunderlich Farms
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Jesus loves:

Article submission deadline DECEMBER 9th for articles to be published January 1, 2015.
Submit articles to pschroeder@trinitydt.org.
Contact Pam Schroeder at 713.229.2944 with any questions about this publication.

Joyfully sharing Christ’s saving love with all people, Now!

Blood Donor Sunday
Our first Blood Donor Sunday for 2015 will be held January 4, 8
a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Mary Martha Fellowship Hall in the basement.
Please note The Blood Center will be handing out long-sleeved t-shirts
and $5 Subway Gift Cards to all donors at this drive. Sign-up sheets
will be in the foyer, narthex and in the hallway outside of the 931
service starting December 7th if you would like to sign up ahead of
time and save a special spot. Also our Health Cabinet will be calling
all of you who have donated in the past to set up an appointment time
starting December 1 due to the holidays. Your signing up ahead of
time gives us an estimate of how many donors to expect and then
the Blood Center sends out the appropriate number of workers, thus
cutting down on wait times. We look forward to a very successful drive
this winter. All donors who donated in September will be eligible to
give at this drive. Double red cell and combination whole blood and
plasma machines will be available for those wishing to donate that way. Both count for two donations.
REMINDER!! The minimum donor age requirement to give blood is 16 years old with a parent’s permission.
Weight must be 122 lbs. (still 110 lbs. for 17 and older) and in general good health.
REMEMBER: one unit of blood can save as many as three lives as it is broken down into three components
– red blood cells, platelets and plasma. The Health Cabinet looks forward to speaking to each of you again so
anticipate the call.
May our Lord keep you healthy and you can continue to contribute the gift of life!
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