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Houston Lutheran Chorale Presents “The Promise of Living”
July 4 at 6:00 PM

The promise of living with hope and thanksgiving is
born of our loving our friends and our labor. The promise of
growing with faith and with knowing is born of our sharing
our love with our neighbor. The promise of living, the promise
of growing is born of our singing in joy and thanksgiving. .
. O let us be joyful, O let us be grateful to the Lord for His
blessing. The promise of ending in right understanding is
peace in our own hearts and peace with our neighbor. The
promise of living, the promise of growing, the promise of
ending is labor and sharing and loving. ~Aaron Copeland

The Promise of Living in the Lord
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty
and the pursuit of happiness.” ~Declaration of Independence
In the Declaration of Independence we are promised as a
nation with rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness,
in other words, a promise of living! This Independence Day
we celebrate those freedoms that were founded over 230 years
ago. The founding fathers believed that our Creator gave us
freedom, the freedom we received from Christ because of His
death and resurrection.
This September our nation celebrates the 200th
Anniversary of “The Star-Spangled Banner”! Come join the
Houston Lutheran Chorale, along with the entire Nation, in
the singing of our National Anthem on July 4, 2014. The
pride and respect for our nation lives on as we are reminded
of the gift of freedom God gave through our forefathers and
the documents they forged, giving us the right to worship and
praise our God, the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. And we are
all saved through the ultimate gift of freedom, freedom from our sins through Jesus Christ.
Immediately following the 6:00 p.m. concert, you are invited to join the Chorale in the gym for Hot Dogs, Chili Pie
and fellowship. To end the evening of celebration, bring your lawn chairs and join us on the church parking lot to watch
the City of Houston Fireworks Display.
For complimentary tickets for the concert, visit the table in the hallway outside of the church office on Sunday
mornings or the Houston Lutheran Chorale website at www.hlc-tx.org.

“Alone Yet Not Alone”
Looking for a good movie to see this summer? Check out
“Alone Yet Not Alone.” It’s a true story about Barbara and
Regina Leininger, daughters of German-Lutheran immigrants,
who, in 1755, were taken captive by the Delaware tribe during
the Seven Years (French & Indian) War. Barbara and three
others made a daring escape, while Regina stayed as a captive
until the end of the war in 1765. The family reunited with
Regina with the help of their pastor, Henry Muhlenberg, often
regarded as the father of American Lutheranism.
At its core, the film is a moving reminder of the
foundational truth that, “God will never leave nor forsake us.”
Highlighting themes of endurance, perseverance and faith
with positive values and entertaining action sequences that make it safe viewing for families, “Alone Yet Not Alone”
gained endorsements from notable leaders around the country who were excited to see this film hit theaters over Father’s
Day weekend.
“I loved it! The story is gripping, photography stunning and message so wonderfully reassuring. On behalf of the
scores of viewers whose spirits will be lifted by this project—thank you, thank you, thank you,” commented Max Lucado,
Best-Selling Author.
Check the newspaper or internet for theater times and locations in the Houston area.

Blessed to Be a Blessing
Over the last four years Robbie Witherspoon has been blessed by Trinity’s sack lunch
ministry. Robbie was homeless up until a few weeks ago. In fact, he slept on the steps outside the
door to the Sanctuary. Now he has a roof over his head and the ability to provide for himself after
receiving monies from a settlement. On Sunday, June 22nd, Robbie was in church at Trinity to
present a $3,000 gift to bless the ministry that had been a blessing to him. His gift, will feed about
2,500 others who come to Trinity’s door for food to eat. We rejoice with Robbie as he celebrates
the many ways in which God provides daily bread.

Tornado Recovery
In June, tornadoes struck and devastated the small town of Pilger,
Nebraska.
In addition to laying waste to nearly the entire town, the storms
destroyed the building of St. John Lutheran, and the home of its pastor,
the Rev. Terry Makelin. Numerous homes of LCMS members also were
damaged or destroyed. By God’s divine providence, Rev. Makelin and his
family were not home at the time and are safe, and no LCMS members
were seriously injured. Still, we grieve for all, Lutherans and non-Lutherans
alike, who were affected.
LCMS Disaster Response already is moving to assist St. John, the
congregations in surrounding communities and especially the Nebraska
District Disaster Response Team in identifying specific local needs and a
strategy for long-term recovery. The Synod is making an initial $100,000
in available disaster fund donations to the Nebraska District to aid in responding to the needs of St. John’s and the
surrounding communities.
To make a secure, restricted gift for disaster relief efforts using a major credit card, visit www.lcms.org/give/disaster or
if you prefer to give by check, please make your gift payable to “The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.” On the memo
line of the check, or in an accompanying note, write “Disaster Relief.” Mail the check to: The Lutheran Church—Missouri
Synod, P.O. Box 66861, St. Louis, MO 63166-6861
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Camp Dermadillo
Now Taking Applications for Volunteers for Camp Dermadillo
Camp Dermadillo is a Trinity Health Cabinet Ministry, and it’s an easy way to share
Christ’s Saving Love and to make a real difference in the life of a child.
Camp Dermadillo is a one-week camp for kids from 9 - 15 with special skin disorders.
It’s held at Camp For All in Burton, Texas (www.campforall.org) and sponsored by the
American Academy of Dermatology (www.campdiscovery.org) and Texas Children’s
Hospital. Trinity member, Dr. Alanna Bree, is the camp’s Medical Director. Since campers
come from around the country, we need your help at the airport on the day the children
arrive and the day they return home.
OUR JOB: Accompany a camper from the gate at Bush Intercontinental to a
dedicated conference room in the airport. A few days later, reverse the process. Time –
about 2 hours each way, and it’s ok if you can only do one day or the other.
Campers Fly In – Sunday, August 10, between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m.
Campers Fly Out – Friday, August 15, between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m.
You’ll get a specific time assigned when you’re matched with a camper. This project takes about 2 hours at the airport
each day.
You will be assigned to help with one camper. On Sunday, you will meet your camper at their arrival gate. Once you
collect their luggage, you will bring them to a dedicated conference room where they will be entertained by camp staff
until they head off to a fun week at camp. On Friday, you will meet your camper at the conference room and then take
them to get checked in and wait with them at their gate until their plane takes off.
Perks – Besides the joy of helping a child, your parking costs are covered and some treats are available too.
If you are interested in helping out with this life-changing ministry or have questions, please contact Julie Bertrand at
713.515.2510 (C) or pick up a volunteer application at the Trinity Welcome Desk or on the treat table at 931. Please return
your application to the Camp Dermadillo folder on the Welcome Desk.
A training session will be held on Sunday, July 27, at 10:45 a.m. here at Trinity in Room 124.
Please pray for this very special Trinity ministry.

PEP Club Annual
Bingo Party
The PEP Club will be having its
summer Bingo Party on July 20 from
5:30 – 9:30 p.m. in the Mary Martha
Fellowship Hall.
Bill Darling will bring his Bingo
calling expertise and there will be
prizes distributed for the winners.
We are asking for host(s) and/
or hostess(es) to coordinate the
event. Please contact Bea Uhl at
713.864.4919 or Cynthia Roney at
roneyc10@gmail.com if you can
volunteer.

Trinity Prays! Potluck Luncheon 9/28/14
Mark your calendars, input
your iPhones, and save the date
for our 9/28/14 Trinity Prays!
Potluck Luncheon as we engage in
another year of intentional prayer
and blessing for every family and
person of our Early Childhood Center, School and Church.
We will kick off Trinity Prays! with a sermon series on Prayer on September
14th for three weeks that will culminate in our Trinity Prays! Potluck Luncheon
on the 28th.
The feedback and evaluation on our first year of Trinity Prays! were
unanimous in agreement to do this again in the Fall as the academic year begins
once more.
We want to widen the opportunity for all of us to get in on the fun and
blessing of Trinity Prays!
Look for more announcements in the weeks to come.
I thank God for you and for your heart for prayer and the blessings the
LORD pours out upon us all as we lift one another up to His throne of mercy
and grace in our Savior Jesus Christ.
May our great God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit guard and protect you in all
your summer travels and activities and prosper and fill you with abundant love,
joy and peace in our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. ~Pastor Leeland
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New Eyes for Our City
I have lived in Houston nearly my entire life, but I experienced it in a new way through the LINC Nehemiah Vision
Tour on April 26, 2014. Our small group from Trinity visited three inter-city LINC mission churches, including Adelphos
Bible Church, Comunidad de Gracia, and My Brother’s Keeper.
Our first stop on the tour was Adelphos Bible Church in the
Third Ward. Pastor John and his wife Lucy are missionaries to
Houston from Kenya (yes, that’s right – missionaries from Kenya,
not to Kenya). Lucy teaches at Southern Methodist University,
while John works as an unpaid Pastor of the Adelphos house
church. Their church has special ministries to reach Congalese
refugees and the homeless. God has worked in mysterious ways
as a Hindu vegetarian family prepares non-vegetarian meals each
Sunday for the Adelphos Church to distribute to its congregation
and the neighborhood. Lee and Lucille are members of the church
and shared that they became members after a youth group from
a partnering church worked with Adelphos to paint their home.
The Adelphos church also has regular community barbecues in the
local park, which is a way to invite the neighborhood to be part of
their church family.

From Adelphos, we divided into groups and went on a prayer
walk around the neighborhood. My group came across several
people standing outside their homes. We stopped and greeted
the people at each house, and asked if we could pray with them.
God was at work as each person accepted the prayers we offered!
One man prayed a prayer of salvation, and another was invited to
re-join the church after having recently served time in prison for
selling drugs.
The next stop was Comunidad de Gracia, which has a food
pantry that serves hundreds of families in the community each
month. Those who are served through the food pantry are offered
prayer and invited to Sunday worship. Praise God!
Lastly, we visited My Brother’s Keeper, which meets at an
apartment complex in the Fifth Ward. Robert, Trish, and their
young daughter serve those in the community through offering a weekly worship service in the courtyard of the apartment
complex. They have invested their savings in buying sound equipment to use for the worship services, and they use their
food stamps to purchase food to feed those who attend worship
each week. Robert is studying Lutheran doctrine and challenges
community members to “come as you are, but don’t stay as you
are!” This refers to the doctrine of sanctification, whereby Christ
forgives our sins and makes us holy, or “set apart” for Him. Robert
shared that the maintenance staff at the apartment complex now
has their own Bible Study each morning.
I hope this article will strengthen our conviction that Christ
IS at work in our city. I also challenge all of us to keep our eyes
open to see how God is working in the lives of those around us so
that we will recognize the opportunities we have to share Christ’s
love through word and deed. Pastor Francis (who works with
Adelphos Bible Church) said it well – “When you see God’s work
going on, you fall in line humbly and serve.”
					

~Rachel Calafell

P.S. Stay tuned for opportunities to partner with these LINC mission churches through “Trinity On Mission” events
sponsored by the Trinity Mission MAT.
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Drills and Skills Basketball Camp at
My Brother’s Keeper LINC Ministry
The Trinity Mission MAT has partnered this summer with a LINC (Lutheran
Inter-City Network Coalition) mission church to sponsor a basketball camp
called Drills and Skills. John and Lisa Valdez, members of the Mission MAT, are
leading the camp. The purpose of the camp is to invest in the kids and adults in this
economically disadvantaged area and to show them Christ’s love through actions and
the Gospel message. The location of the Drills and Skills camp is an apartment complex
in the 5th Ward, which is the same location of the LINC mission church called “My Brother’s
Keeper.” The address is 5601 Royal Palms, Houston 77021.
The first day of the camp was on Saturday, June 14th, and it was evident that God was at
work. God helped the people leading and volunteering at the camp to see how He was already at
work and how they could join Him in this work. The leaders and volunteers at the camp ministered
to the people of the apartment complex through camp activities, music, prayer, and conversation.
Twenty to twenty-five kids attended the camp this first day. The daily schedule of the camp is the following:
• 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. – Worship through music led by Robert and Tricia Rios (this couple leads the LINC mission
church “My Brother’s Keeper”)
• 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. – Drills and Skills basketball activities
• 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. – Lunch and devotion
• 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. – Drills and Skills basketball activities
• Zoomba for the adults at the complex is going to be added to this schedule for the remaining days of camp.
John and Lisa Valdez are planning on leading a few more Drills and Skills camps at other locations in the Houston
area this summer. At the end of each camp, the Drills and Skills team would like to provide each kid that participated with
a Bible and a basketball.
The camp in the 5th Ward took place on June 14th, 21st, and June 28th, and will continue on July 5th and 19th. If anyone is
interested in participating in this outreach opportunity, please contact Rachel Calafell by phone 832.389.8998 or by email:
rachel.calafell@gmail.com, or John Valdez at 713.427.2306, valdez34@msn.com.
Volunteers can help with the following:
• Talking or playing with the kids and adults at the camp during lunch – and sharing the Gospel message with them
if God is telling the time is right
• Donating basketballs or money to purchase basketballs and Bibles
• Cleaning up the area where the camp is taking place (weed-eating, tree trimming, sweeping)

The Seven
Trinity’s Summer Preaching Series “THE SEVEN” continues through August 10. The
series gives us the opportunity to focus on our Lord Jesus Christ, victorious and reigning on His
throne in Heaven over all the earth for the sake of the Church. We will discover that Jesus is not
far away from His Church but is in fact in the midst and middle of us. This series concentrates
on the first three chapters of Revelation, taking to heart the LORD’S Seven Little Letters to the
Churches in Asia Minor. In THE SEVEN, we’ll explore the seven reactions of seven ancient
churches that sit in ruins today—and discover what we as the church today can learn from Jesus’
words to those churches in the book of Revelation.
Our Summer Schedule is:
¾¾ July 6th
Revelation 2:8-11
¾¾ July 13th
Revelation 2:12-17
th
¾¾ July 20
Revelation 2:18-29
th
¾¾ July 27
Revelation 3:1-6
rd
¾¾ August 3
Revelation 3:7-13
¾¾ August 10th Revelation 3:14-22

Persecuted in Smyrna: Faithful No Matter What
Apostate in Pergamum: Good Deeds, Bad Doctrine
Progressive in Thyatira: More Tolerant Than God
Dead in Sardis: Stopped Caring Or Trying
Missional in Philadelphia: Didn’t Give Up Or Give In
Lukewarm in Laodicea: Comfort and Convenience Before Christ
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Subduing Stress - Part 2
In our June issue we discussed four (4) suggestions to assist
us in subduing stress. As stated, “stress can affect us negatively
related to our physical and mental health.” Here are the
remaining 4 (four) suggestions. I pray these will be as helpful
for you as they are for me.
“Adjust your standards.” Many of us tend to aim for
perfectionism which is a “source of avoidable stress.” How do
you avoid this? “Set reasonable standards for yourself and for
others.” We set ourselves and others up for failure by thinking
we must be nothing less than perfect. Remember, “we do
not live in a perfect, sinless world that’s free from stress and
hardships.” We will experience that when we get to heaven! REMEMBER: “…In the world you will have tribulation:
but take heart: I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33)
“BREATHE!” Take a deep breath (“inhale deeply”). Pull air deeply into your lungs, hold and count to six, and then
exhale (let the air out) SLOWLY. Perform this action several times. This maneuver slows the heart rate, fills your blood
with oxygen that can be sent to parts of your body that need it most.
“Smile and laugh.” For most of us a serious situation may “stress us out.” But, “don’t let it overcome your joy.”
Make it a point to take time to read or watch something funny or call a friend that can bring laughter to your soul. It has
been proven that laughter can reduce tension, brighten our mood and, most importantly, bolster our immune system. This
has worked for me many times!
“Know your limitations.” Accept the fact that there are some events and situations that we cannot control. So if you
can’t control a situation, don’t worry about them so much and turn them over to our Lord. Remember, He knows about
everything and He is in control. He is with us always and will NEVER abandon us. “Fear not, for I am with you; do not
be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.”
(Isaiah 41:10). Let all of us keep that promise in our memory bank!
SOURCE: “Better Health” (LCMS Spring, 2014)

As we celebrate July 4, let us pray for our country, her citizens, and her leaders! Our Lord promises: “The Lord
taketh pleasure in them that fear Him, in those that hope in His mercy.” Psalm 147:11 (KJV)
							Julie Bertrand, Parish Nurse

Ladies Circle Ministries - July
Meeting Cancelled
The monthly gathering of the Ladies Circle
will not be held in July 2014. Mark your
calendars now and plan to attend the August
7th meeting in Room 205. Members of the
Circle who attended the LWML Texas
District Convention in Frisco June 20 - 22
will share inspiration and information from
that event.
For additional information, please
call our president, Debbie Leonard, at
(c)319.431.6804; (h)713.861.715; or by
email: Debbie.Leonard.TX@gmail.com.

A Date to Remember:

L

Ministries

July 16 - 10 a.m. Devotions at Highland Park Care Center, 2714
Morrison St.
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Trinity Women’s Club
The Women’s Club enjoyed visiting with Mr. Tristan Smith, the executive director of
the Houston Fire Museum, at the April meeting. Mr. Smith talked about fighting fire from
the early days of Houston with a horn sounding the alarm, horse-drawn pump trucks driving
away from the firehouse, leather bucket brigades, wooden fire plugs, and Buffalo Bayou as the
water supply to now with 911, cellphones with GPS, fire trucks, synthetic hoses, long ladders,
fire hydrants, and city water supply.
At the May meeting, the Women’s Club enjoyed the talk given by the noted Houston
historian, Mr. Louis Aulbach, and his research associate, Linda Gorski, on Camp Logan, the
World War I training camp in Memorial Park. Mr. Aulbach and Ms. Gorski told the story of
Camp Logan through stories, pictures, and letters to the members and visitors who filled the
room. We learned that Rev. Dr. John W. Behnken Sr., who was Trinity’s pastor at the time,
was given a leave of absence to serve as a chaplain at Camp Logan and Ellington Field. Copies of the book “Camp Logan”
by Mr. Aulbach and Ms. Gorski were available for purchase and autographed by the authors.
Our monthly visit/devotion at the Highland Park Care Center, 2714 Morrison Street will be on Wednesday, July 3rd
at 10:00 a.m. Contact Bea Uhl at 713.864.4919 for more information. The Quilting Group will meet Tuesday, July 8th.
Contact Thelma Deterling at 713.643.5845 for more information.
There is no meeting in July, but members are reminded to gather their LWML mites, toiletry items for the Bethesda/
Good Samaritan Lutheran Group Homes, and hotel toiletry items for Trinity’s Homeless Ministry.

Help Raise Funds For HUG2

The 39 Club

Five AKC registered
Black Labrador Retrievers
need good homes and
monies
will
benefit
Trinity’s Hug2 Fund! The
puppies are seven weeks
old, have had first set of
immunizations and will
make an excellent hunting
dog and/or wonderful
family companion! We
have five males and they
are $600 each. If you would
like more information please contact Linda or Dennis Gray at 713.851.8557 or
linda_gray51@yahoo.com.

The 39 Club is
invited to meet in the
foyer following the
11 a.m. service on
Sunday, July 13, and go
out for lunch to the Shanghai River
Restaurant at 2407 Westheimer Road.
In June the group enjoyed fellowship
and good food at Tia Maria’s.
Those who are single, 39 and
over, are invited to join us. For more
information contact Jean Minsch at
281.550.4752.

Church Worker Grants Available
Trinity Ladies Circle Ministries
is pleased to support the education
of communicant members of Trinity
Lutheran Church who are enrolled
at a Lutheran college or university
with the intention of entering fulltime ministry in the church. Students
wishing to apply for one of these
grants for the 2014-2015 school year
are asked to send a letter of application
to Trinity Lutheran Ladies Circle, 800
Houston Ave., Houston, TX 77007.

2014 GOVERNING BOARD
Jim Baccus (Chair/Elder)
Dag Calafell
Pastor Michael Dorn
Bill Fischer (Vice-Chair/Elder)
Bill Gebhardt (Elder)
Tim Grady
Bo Hopmann
Kevin Juergen (Elder)
Michelle Leitner
Jean Minsch
Charles Volek (Sec./Elder)
Dave Weinhold
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Trinity Lutheran School…Downtown

“Inspiring and empowering students with a Christ-centered education since 1879.”

From the Principal’s Desk

Howdy and Happy July to each of you!! How many books have you read this summer? I hope at least one or two.
Have you taken any days off of work or are you still making plans to do so? I pray that your time away from work, whether
you are full-time, part-time, or retired (because we know retired people never really retire), will lead you to quiet moments
with the Lord.
This year we will be adding two new members to the Trinity Lutheran School Staff. Below is some information about
each of these wonderful individuals. We are currently seeking a 2nd Grade Teacher and 6th Grade Teacher. If you have any
recommendations please have them contact Natalia Junkans at 713.229.2901 or njunkans@trinitydt.org.
Lea Zimmerman was born and raised in Pittsburgh, PA. She went to school at Concordia
University, NE where she graduated in 1987 with a BS in Education with a minor in Special
Education and a concentration in Literature. She taught for a few years at St. Matthew in Pittsburgh,
PA. In 1992, She came to Texas to teach at Memorial Lutheran in Houston. She taught there until
receiving a call to Trinity. She has taught a variety of grade levels from first through eighth.
Lea is single but two years ago moved her mother from Florida to Texas to live with her. They
live on the northwest side of town. In her spare time, Lea enjoys reading. She will read most
anything, but fantasy is her preferred genre. She also likes going to the movies. She is a huge
animal lover but currently only has one cat.
Lea is happy to be moving to Trinity. She has experience with third grade and is pleased to have the opportunity to
teach that grade level once again. She looks forward to the next school year.
Sarah Martin is coming to Trinity as the 5th and 6th Grade Reading - Language Arts teacher.
She has been teaching in Lutheran schools for ten years after graduating from Western Kentucky
University. Previously, Sarah taught 5th grade in a contained classroom teaching all the subjects.
She is looking forward to being able to focus on reading-language arts. In the future, Sarah hopes
to return to school to complete her Master’s degree in English or History.
Sarah and her husband, Robert, were married at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Bowling
Green, Kentucky, in 2000. They have two children, Ruth and Daniel, who will also be attending
TLS in 7th and 4th grade. The kids are looking forward to playing in the Band and in all the various
sports activities offered at TLS.
Camping, hiking, cooking, and reading, swimming and participating in Scouting are all activities that Sarah’s family
enjoys. In the summer, they also like to travel to Kentucky and visit family.

Trinity Kids Camp
Trinity Kids Camp is a wonderful summer Kids Camp where the kids learn about Jesus and His love. We have a
weekly chapel, swim at University of Houston pool twice a week, weekly field trips, and every Friday is a Fun Friday with
a different theme each week.
This summer’s theme is: Be Weird, Do Something!
Rather than live an extraordinary life, you can be extraordinary
by embracing the wisdom and grace of the Gospel. Maybe that is
weird, but with God’s help it can be wonderful.
So far we have gone Bowling, The Houston Zoo, Reliant
Stadium, Moody Gardens Palm Beach, and we have upcoming
field trips to Space Center, Sky Zone, Moody Gardens Pyramids,
Movies, Children’s Museum, and many, many, more. We have a
loving staff of thirteen counselors who share God’s love with the
children, play games, and build relationships in which the kids
feel safe and love coming to camp every day.
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Trinity Lutheran School Students Assist with the 30th Annual Greater
Houston Service Awards Luncheon!
A group of our very own Trinity Lutheran
School students were invited to escort the
Honorees for Volunteer Houston Greater
Service Awards luncheon held on Thursday,
May 15, 2014 at the Bayou City Event Center.
This luncheon, in its 30th year, is a
signature event recognizing local citizens for
acts of uncommon volunteer services. The
event shares the stories of quiet citizens who
choose to spend their time improving the lives
of others in the community. What a great
opportunity for our students to observe true
volunteerism and service at its finest and most
humble state! It was with great pride that we
showcased our school, as we empower and
inspire our students to give of themselves,
through faith, academics, and service.
After the students walked all honorees to their respective tables, they were treated to a wonderful meal, with the other
700 guests in the room.
Students attending were Austin Schneider, Elaina Baden, Jack Cleary, Laura Gunn, Catherine Estrada, Jessica Junkans,
Theron Co, Michaela Kaspar, Melanie Leitner, Elizabeth Dorn, Madison Krailo, Janna Hilliard, and Justin Smith.
Also attending, in support of Trinity Lutheran School were parents Ann Gunn, Annasa Hilliard, and Meda Kaspar,
school principal, Natalia Junkans, CFO, Ron Lacy, Pastor Michael Dorn, Charles Volek, Michelle Leitner, and Director of
Development, Lisa Jakel.

Box Tops For Education
The winning classes for this semester were Pre-K Frogs, 1st grade and 7th grade.
For the 2013-14 school-year we raised approximately $800. Special thanks for this
successful year with Box Tops to coordinators, Brian Sandoval and Tilita Herrera.

FYI

Did you know you can
read about our school in the
following publications this
summer!
•

•
•
•
•

Downtown Houston
Magazine (with a story
all about Trinity Lutheran
School coming out in the
September issue...stay
tuned!
Family Magazine
Family Magazine
Education Issue

Greater Houston
Partnership Relocation
Newcomer Guide

“Downtown Houston”
website, you can view the
latest happenings at our
school at dtmagazine@
downtowndistrict.org.
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Prayers and Promises by Pastor David Leeland
We celebrated the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the Disciples and the birth
of the Church with Pentecost on June 8th. If it’s been awhile since you have read
Acts 2, I invite and encourage you to read the Second Chapter of Acts along with
selected verses concerning the Paraclete, the Spirit of truth, in John 14:15-27;
15:26-27; 16:5-15; and 17:17-24.
Paraclete, is the Greek word in John’s Gospel that Jesus uses to describe
the Person and work of the Holy Spirit. It is a word with many facets or levels
of meaning. The Holy Spirit is our Paraclete, our Advocate and Defender, our
Counselor and Guide, our Comforter and Friend and especially our Sanctifier, the
One who makes us holy through the grace and forgiveness of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ in Word and Sacrament.
In the 5th chapter of Galatians, Paul teaches us about the freedom we have in
Christ through the Holy Spirit to live our lives dedicated to Jesus and empowered
by His grace. Paul describes the fruit of such a life as fruit of the Spirit and encourages us to keep our focus on Christ Jesus
as we live by the Spirit and walk by the Spirit.
St. Paul writes: 1 For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of
slavery…. 13 For you were called to freedom, brothers.  Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but
through love serve one another. 14 For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  
15
But if you bite and devour one another, watch out that you are not consumed by one another. 16 But I say, walk by the
Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh….   22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 24 And those who belong to Christ
Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.  25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit.
26
Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another. [ESV]
Our life in Christ Jesus is a life connected to Him through His Holy Spirit. It’s a life of relationships and a life in
relationship through Jesus and the Holy Spirit to the glory of our heavenly Father.
The freedom of Christ Jesus is the freedom of the forgiveness of sins and the relief of a clear conscience by the renewal
of the Holy Spirit. Jesus won that freedom on the Cross by defeating the devil, paying for all sins and turning death into a
door to heaven. His Easter Resurrection Victory is ours by our baptisms into Christ Jesus, into His death and resurrection.
It is a baptism of the Holy Spirit where our old sinful selves have been crucified with Christ that we might walk in the
newness of life. We live by the Spirit and walk by the Spirit of Almighty God.
In this Season of Pentecost, may we focus on our relationship with the Holy Spirit as the Spirit takes us deeper in
Jesus. When sin assails our hearts, let us go to our Advocate and Defender. When decisions need to be made or we’re just
trying to find our way, let us go to our Counselor and Guide. When heartache and heartbreak comes our way, let us go to
our Comforter and Friend. And when we just want to walk closer with Jesus and to know a little better the Father’s will
for our lives, let us go to our Sanctifier. Go to the Holy Spirit who will always take us to Jesus and to the Father’s throne
of mercy and grace.
In this way, we will experience greater freedom in Christ, greater freedom to use all of our gifts, talents and abilities
for the glory of God in loving and serving others with joy overflowing from our hearts filled with the fruit of the Spirit.
To God be all the glory!

Tuesday Women’s Bible Study
The Tuesday Women’s Bible Study group enjoyed a lovely
summer luncheon at Nena Gebhardt’s home on June 10. Thanks to
hostesses Nena Gebhardt, Liz Gallmeier, and Betty Krauss.
The group will break from weekly study for the summer but will
meet on July 8 and August 12 for Summer Movie Mornings and will
return to regular weekly study on September 2.
If you’d like a little fun and fellowship this summer, join us on
Tuesday, July 8 and/or Tuesday, August 12 at 10:00 a.m. in Room
205. We’d love to see you!
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Mission 2014 - Be in the Word
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
Book of Revelation – Room 123 – Led by Pastor Michael Dorn
Revelation’s themes of judgment day and fear of annihilation have inspired art and literature from Michelangelo to Star Wars. Even so,
it offers an enduring message of hope in the final victory of God through the sacrifice of Christ. Join Pastor Dorn in his office at 9:30
on Sunday mornings for this exciting summer study.
The Kingdom of God – Room 205 – Led by Jim Cleary
Seek ye first the Kingdom of God – in other words, put God first. Worship and praise and prayer and honor and glory to Him – seek
these things first. There are over two dozen New Testament references alone to the Kingdom of God. If Jesus thought it was that
important, it’s worth our consideration too.
Loving God with All Your Mind – Room 232 – Led by Suzanne Kurth
Scripture is clear on what to do: Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. Just how to
keep God at the forefront all the time though is a real challenge to us. In this study, we’ll look at concrete ways to live the scripture
by training our thoughts, winning over worry, trusting God’s perfect plan and living out His plan for us. This is a great Bible study for
anyone and everyone. Suzanne Kurth is leading this study which begins July 6 in Room 232. Come join us!
Vocal Minority – Chapel – Led by Bill Fischer
Amos was an unlikely man to be a prophet. He could read; he likely owned herds and orchards and servants. He had probably
benefited from the prosperous reign of King Jeroboam II. Still, he prophesied the crushing defeat of Israel by Assyria. Nevertheless,
God continued to care for His people. If you’d like to better understand this minor prophet, join the Chapel Class.

Mission 2014 Worship Him

Midweek Studies
Tuesday Women’s Bible Study
Join us on Tuesday, July 8 for a movie
and fellowship time.
Proverbs
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. – Room 205
Women’s Bible Study led by Jan Case

Sundays in the Sanctuary
8:15 a.m. - Liturgical Worship
11:00 a.m. - Traditional Worship
Communion 1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays

Summer Study in the City
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. – Various Locations
Women’s Bible Study led by Mary Oliver

Sundays in the Gym
9:31 a.m. - Modern Worship
Communion 2nd and 4th Sundays

Sonrise Bible Study
Thursdays at 6:30 a.m. – Room 124
Led by Pastor Black

TnT – 20s and 30s Group Bible Study
Current Study: “Becoming A Contagious Christian”
Meets 2nd and 4th Fridays at 7:30 p.m. – off site. Contact Rachel and Dag Calafell at rachel.calafell@gmail.com or 832.389.8998 for
more information.

Board of Elders - Contact Information
Jim Baccus

jimbaccus@comcast.net		713.956.1899

Bill Fischer

bfisch@aol.com

713.827.8664

Bill Gebhardt

william.gebhardt@sbcglobal.net

713.862.4382

Kevin Juergen

kevin.nitajuergen@yahoo.com

713.868.4813

Charles Volek

volekcw@hal-pc.org

713.662.3553
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New Members Welcomed June 22nd

Seated: Henrietta Williams and Patricia Jackson
Standing: Justin Schilke, Michelle Ybarra and JoNell Bennett
Not pictured are Shanell Jackson, Patricia’s daughter and Sarah
Cerda, Michelle’s daughter

Doug and Tonie Reincke and sons, Malachi and Lazarus

Research in the News
•
•
•
•
•

Aging specialists are telling the aging public to have a lifestyle where you eat a
healthy diet, maintain a healthy weight, exercise, socialize, and spiritualize.
Cognitive decline ranks among the top fears that people have as they age.
Programs and activities that bridge generations create communities that thrive and
grow.
The sooner people quit smoking, the faster they can reduce cardiovascular risks.
Seeing children and grandchildren growing up and being with them from time to time
adds health and happiness for the aging person.

Adapted from “Engaging the Aging” - a timely newsletter for congregations serving older
adults
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3rd Annual Summer Study in the City
Our 3 Annual Summer Study in the City continues through July. Watch the
Sunday slides and worship folder for locations or connect with Suzanne Kurth.
We are excited to, once again, take God’s Word out into the city of Houston
this summer. Every Wednesday Trinity women will be meeting at a different
location to study Conversations with Jesus. Each week’s study stands alone, so
it’s totally no pressure, no guilt – just the abundant blessing of God’s Word and
fellowship with other believers.
rd

STAFF DIRECTORY
CHURCH
Senior Pastor
Pastor Michael P. Dorn............713.229.2940
Director of Caring Ministries
Pastor David A. Leeland..........713.229.2916
Visitation Pastor
Pastor Donald G. Black...........713.229.2917
Director of Music and Worship
Jason Mangels........................713.229.2937
Director of Youth Ministries
Ken Rodgers...........................713.229.2931
Director of Facilities
Ricky Robinson.......................713.229.2904
Director of Administration
Suzanne Kurth........................713.229.2922
Chief Financial Officer
Ron Lacy.................................713.229.2970
Accountant
Roseann Gamez.....................713.229.2962

LSS – Looking Forward in 2014
In 2014, LSS looks forward to . . .
• opening a new foster care program in Corpus Christi to care for undocumented
minors, children in desperate circumstances – truly the least of these.
• continuing their strategic planning, as they chart their journey to help end
multi-generational child abuse through their children’s programs and charter
schools. As the largest provider of children’s services in Texas, they are in
the unique position to effectively break the generational cycle of abuse.
From the Winter 2014 edition of LSS News - Lutheran Social Services of the
South, Inc.

Life Thoughts in the Church Year
“ ‘Your adversary, the devil’ (I Peter
5: vs. 8) loves abortion. He delights in the
destruction of God’s handiwork. He loves
to turn on those he deceived into making
this choice and lead them to despair. ‘Resist
him’! (vs. 9) He is a toothless, defeated
enemy in Christ. Trust that Christ ‘will
Himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and
establish you’ (vs. 10). Prayer: Lord Jesus, restore, confirm, strengthen, and
establish me in my faith. Amen.“
From Life Date, Spring 2014 issue - Lutherans For Life - www.
lutheransforlife.org

Communications Coordinator
Pam Schroeder.......................713.229.2944
Contributions Manager
Angela Avant...........................713.229.2963
Host
Rollin Cattau............................713.229.2950

SCHOOL/TLEC
TLS Principal
Natalia Junkans.......................832.301.3105
Director of Advancement/Admin. Asst.
Lisa Jakel................................713.229.2903
TLS Secretary
Julie May.................................713.229.2901
Director of Early Childhood Program
Lucia Flores.............................713.229.2932
Director of Extended Care & Kids Camp
Jennifer Horn...........................713.229.2967

Joyfully Sharing Christ’s Saving
Love With All People Now!
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CHURCH REPORT
May 19 - June 15
BAPTISM

•

SUNDAY SCHOOL TOTALS

06/08/14
Scarlett Marie Stadler

Justin Schilke from Bethel Lutheran
Church - Bryan, TX

•

Henrietta Williams from Gloria Dei
Lutheran Church - Houston, Texas

•

Michelle Ybarra and daughter, Sarah
Cerda by Affirmation of Faith

05/25
06/01
06/08
06/15

DEATHS
05/26/14
Bernadine Anna Dube

NEW MEMBERS
06//22/14
•

JoNell Bennett from Joy Lutheran
Church - Houston, TX

•

Patricia Jackson and daughter, Shanell
from Gloria Dei Lutheran Church Houston, TX

•

Doug & Tonie Reincke and sons,
Malachi and Lazarus from Martin Luther
Chapel - East Lansing, MI
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06/15/14
Alice Ann Hermina Proske
REVENUE UPDATE
Year to Date through 06/15/14
Total Receipts . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $1,721,486
Budgetary Needs. . . . . . . . . . . .  $4,518,510

1-8
25
31
32
30

H.S.
18
14
16
17

Adult
82
88
98
103

Total Offering. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $211.89
SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
		
8:15 9:31
05/25		174
06/01		210
06/08		249
06/15		239

96
107
100
107

11:00

Total

137
114
196
156

407
421
545
502

HUG2 UPDATE
Year to Date through 06/15/14
Total Contributions . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,899,288
Pledged to Date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,945,786
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JULY 2014
Trinity Lutheran Church

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1

2

8

9

6:00 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble
6:00 PM Volleyball

9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:00 AM Women’s Club
HPCC
6:30 PM Women’s Bible
Study

Thursday
3

Friday

Saturday

4

5

10

11

12

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
1:00 PM Peace-Filled
Quilters
7:20 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble

All Offices Closed
6:00 PM Houston Lutheran Chorale
July 4th Concert

8:00 AM Basketball Fellowship Group

6

7

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

30

31

8:15 AM Worship (C)
9:30 AM SS & Bible
Classes
9:31 AM 931 Worship
11:00 AM Worship (C)

8:15 AM Worship
9:30 AM SS & Bible
Classes
9:31 AM 931 Worship (C)
11:00 AM Worship
12:00 PM 39 Club

8:15 AM Worship (C)
9:30 AM SS & Bible
Classes
9:31 AM 931 Worship
11:00 AM Worship (C)
5:30 PM BINGO Night

8:15 AM Worship
9:30 AM SS & Bible
Classes
9:31 AM 931 Worship (C)
10:45 AM Camp Dermadillo Training
11:00 AM Worship

6:30 PM 135th Anniverasary
Committee
7:00 PM Basketball Fellowship Group

11:00 AM LFL Crochet
Class
7:00 PM Basketball Fellowship Group

7:00 PM Basketball Fellowship Group

5:00 PM Elders Meeting
5:30 PM Governing
Board Meeting
7:00 PM Basketball Fellowship Group

10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
6:00 PM Volleyball

6:00 PM Volleyball

6:00 PM Volleyball
6:30 PM Trinity Health
Cabinet
6:30 PM Sunday School
Teachers Meeting

6:00 PM Volleyball

9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
6:30 PM Women’s Bible
Study

9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:00 AM Ladies Circle
HPCC
6:30 PM Women’s Bible
Study

9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
6:30 PM Women’s Bible
Study

9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
6:30 PM Women’s Bible
Study

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
7:20 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
1:00 PM Peace-Filled
Quilters
7:20 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
7:20 PM Houston Bronze

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
7:20 PM Houston Bronze

5:00 PM McClelland/
Richter Wedding Rehearsal
6:30 PM Jejuan Plair’s
Basketball
Camp

7:00 AM Middle School
Bible Study
2:30 PM Pre-School
Graduation

6:30 PM Jejuan Plair’s
Basketball
Camp

ALL7:00 AM Middle School

Bible Study
JUNE

S

M

T

W

T

F

S

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10 11 12 13 14

8:00 AM Basketball Fellowship Group
5:00 PM McClelland/
Richter Wedding

8:00 AM Basketball Fellowship Group

8:00 AM Basketball Fellowship Group

8:00 AM

Basketball Fellow-

11:00 AM

PEP Club - Wunderlich Farms

ship Group
AUGUST

S

3

M
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T
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7
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1
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15 16 17 18 19 20 21

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

29 30

24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31
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Jesus loves:

Article submission deadline JULY 11TH for articles to be published
August 1, 2014. Submit articles to pr@trinitydt.org.

Contact Pam Schroeder at 713.229.2944 with any questions about this publication.

Joyfully sharing Christ’s saving love with all people, Now!
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