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Trinity Members Root Marathon Runners On To Finish!
Washington Avenue was filled with runners for almost
an hour on Sunday, January 19th. They were participants in
the Houston Marathon. The course took them directly past
Trinity on their route to the finish line. At least ten of Trinity
Downtown’s members participated in this race including
Pastor Mark Junkans who was among those at the front of the
pack. Twenty-five thousand people participated in this race
and all of them were greeted by members of our congregation
with cheers and signs of encouragement. “Trinity is praying
for you,” “Pray you finish”…. were among the signs that were
held up to encourage the runners at mile one of the course.
Carla Barrows, Trinity’s organist, played familiar hymns on
the carillon and the bells in our steeple could be heard by
runners for several blocks. Even the Trinity marquee at the
corner of Washington and Houston quoted Hebrews 12:1-2.
Trinity Members Encourage Runners
It was a great witness opportunity and a chance to reach out
to the greater Houston community. Ideas are already being discussed on how Trinity can have an even stronger presence at
this major event should the course wind its way past Trinity in 2015. Thanks to all who took the time to come early to cheer
on the runners. Organizers of the Marathon were accurate in their planning
and had the roads open by 8:00 a.m. to allow an on-time start for our delayed
early service at 8:30 a.m. Congratulations to our runners who successfully
completed this challenging race.

Pastor Mark Junkans, Among Front of the Pack

Let us run with
endurance the race
that is set before
us, looking to
Jesus, the founder
and perfecter of our
faith, who for the
joy that was set before Him endured
the cross, despising
the shame, and is
seated at the right
hand of the throne
of God.
Hebrews 12:1b-2

Racers Fill Washington Avenue

Laudamus Men’s Choir in Concert at Trinity
Laudamus, a select men’s choral ensemble
from Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, continues
their Spring Tour with a free concert here on
Wednesday, February 26, at 6:30 p.m. Under the
direction of Rev. David A. Johnson, the ensemble
will sing vigorous, creative choral songs that
proclaim Christ – the Light from Above. Don’t
miss this night of beautiful and spiritual music.
Laudamus is a choir of 14 male seminarians
preparing for full-time service as pastors in The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.
Following the concert all concert guests are
invited to a dessert reception in the foyer hosted
by the Trinity Women’s Club and the Trinity TnT
Group.

Boiler Replacement
During the recent cold snap in January, one of the boilers
that heats the 1996 school building connected to the Sanctuary
broke down. Parents were told to send their children to school
the next day with warm clothes. They also spent time in the
Mary & Martha Hall/Church Basement which is on a separate
heating system. Under the leadership of Ricky Robinson,
Director of Facilities, contractors worked from 7:00 a.m. to
11:00 p.m. to replace the boiler. The installation of the new
boiler cost $26,000. Thankfully a replacement boiler was
available in Houston and the staff and students were back to
comfortable temperatures the following day.
Contractors unload the new boiler that was taken
to the third floor for installation.
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135th Anniversary Pictorial Directory

Po-Boy Sandwich
Reminder

Photographs will be taken from 7:30 - 11:00 a.m. on the following Sundays:
February 2, February 16, March 2 and March 16.
Quick and Easy
• No appointment necessary
• Everything done in-house
• Each household who participates will receive a printed directory in
November
On the day you have your picture taken:
• Check in at the table outside the Chapel (upstairs)
• Verify the information that will be included in the directory:
• Name
• Address
• Phone numbers
• Email addresses
You can also confirm your Trinity Member Profile including:
• Date of birth
• Date of baptism
• Date of confirmation
• Date of wedding
Taking your picture:
• Proceed to photo station right by the check-in table
• Picture will be taken of your family for the directory
• Individual pictures will be taken of all family members for the church
database
• You will not be asked to purchase, so nothing else needs to be done.
To submit your own photo:
• Email your picture to pschroeder@trinitydt.org
• Include names of family members, address, phone number and email
address.
• Pictures must be landscape, JPG, and no larger than 4MB.

A Life Quote
“Next time you worship, don’t be afraid
to look around you. You may see Jesus in the
face of a child, or the smile of a teen, or the
tears of a friend. You might understand the value of life through the rhythm of
a breathing tube, or the unfolding of a walker, or the chatter of a toddler. Above
all, your life will be given value through the means of grace – gifts from the God
who created us, redeemed us, and continues to sanctify us. Come to the Source
of Light - then go out and let it shine!”

If you ordered po-boy sandwiches
for Super Bowl Sunday, remember to
pick them up in the Mary and Martha
Fellowship Hall after services or
Sunday School on February 2. Call
Lynn Bedner at 713.668.3977 for
the availability of last-minute orders.
The sandwiches are $4.50 each.
Net proceeds of this sale are
designated for the Ladies Circle
scholarship fund for the support of
Trinity members attending synodical
schools in preparation for full-time
church work and other missions and
ministries supported by the Circle.

2014 GOVERNING BOARD

Jim Baccus (Chair/Elder)
Dag Calafell
Pastor Michael Dorn
Bill Fischer (Vice-Chair/Elder)
Bill Gebhardt (Elder)
Tim Grady
Bo Hopmann
Kevin Juergen (Elder)
Michelle Leitner
Jean Minsch
Charles Volek (Sec./Elder)
Dave Weinhold

- Karen Frohwein, Lutherans For Life of Iowa.

This ”Life Quote” is from Lutherans For Life - www.lutheransforlife.org
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Trinity Lutheran School Gala
On Friday, March 7, 2014, Trinity
Lutheran School (TLS) will hold its Biennial
Gala and Auction, “The Great Gatsby,” at
The Bell Tower on 34th. We hope you’ll join
us in making this year’s auction the most
successful yet! Your contributions will help
ensure Trinity Lutheran School’s continuing
success. Specifically the funds raised will
go toward the following goals:
• Empower our teachers to use their
judgment and experience to tailor
and improve their lessons and
classrooms each year. Provide each
class (Infant through 8th grade) with
a spending resource of $500 every
year.
• Enrich our students’ lives and
broaden their perspectives by
providing more culture and fine art
experiences. Create a monetary
resource for the music, drama, art, and Spanish programs.
• Engage each student with progressive and reliable technology. Funds will maintain, increase and upgrade
computers, software, Smart Boards and other technological needs.
• Enable our school and extended care programs to instill confidence, spark curiosity, and provide comfort to our
students. Funds will be used to improve the playground areas and enrich pre-school, after-school, and summer
programs.
To help us ensure the continued success of Trinity Lutheran School, please consider being a Gala sponsor or contributing
an item to our auction. We are looking for auction items that will create interest, excitement and excellent bids. Sponsors
and auction items will be featured in the event’s program and will be described on displays at the event, offering maximum
exposure for your goods and services.
Finally, we need your presence and your prayers. Please volunteer and/or attend the Gala on Friday, March 7, 2014
at The Bell Tower, 901 W. 34th St., Houston, Texas, and keep this endeavor in your daily prayers. If you’d like more
information, please call Jamie West Dillon at 832.725.1632 or email gala@trinitydt.org. Tickets will be sold in the church
foyer the month of February: $75 for individual tickets and $1,000 for a reserved table of 10. You may also purchase
tickets by calling 832.301.3100. The Lord has great things in store for Trinity, and I’m glad to be part of it. I hope that
you will join me! Thank you for your consideration and support.
					Jamie West Dillon, Gala Auction Chair- 2014, and Trinity Lutheran School Mom

Martin Luther on the Book of Romans
“In this epistle [Romans] we find abundantly the things that a Christian
ought to know, namely, what is law, gospel, sin, punishment, grace, faith,
righteousness, Christ, God, good works, love, hope and the cross; and also how
we are to conduct ourselves toward everyone, be he righteous or sinner, strong
or weak, friend or foe – and even toward our own selves.”
The Tuesday Women’s Bible Study class is beginning a study of Romans.
If you’re interested in knowing more about this incredible New Testament
book in which God declares us righteous through faith in Christ, alive through
Baptism, and united in Christ, come join this group on Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m.
in Room 205. Audrey Black leads this group.
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Mission 2014 - Be in the Word
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
Heaven—Finding our True Home – Room 211 – Led by Jim Cleary
Heaven is hard for us to picture. We think of floating on clouds, angel choirs, a place where
everything is peaceful and beautiful, but is that what the Bible really says about heaven?
Have you ever wondered:
What is heaven like? Who’s in heaven right now? Will we know each other in heaven? What
will we do in heaven? How can I be sure I’ll go to heaven?
The Bible tells us that heaven is the dwelling place of God and “our citizenship is in
heaven.” – Phil 3:20 For solid knowledge and spirited conversation about heaven, join
this Bible study.
Faith Discovery – Room 123 ( Pastor Dorn’s Office) – Led by Suzanne Kurth
Faith Discovery is a class for individuals who want to explore the Christian faith. It has been
designed to be a place where asking questions about faith and Jesus are welcomed. If you
desire to become a member here at Trinity, this is your first step. It’s an eight week class
based on eight different faith topics.
Hebrews – Chapel – Led by Bill Fischer
Our God inspired the book of Hebrews so that Christians would be encouraged to persevere
in their faith. The writer of the Letter to the Hebrews was committed to the well-being of
its readers – in the first century and today. Through the Word in Hebrews we are taught
that Jesus Christ is above all, that He serves as our mediator with the Father, that His
sacrifice was perfect and complete, that all our sins are forgiven, that although we will
know temptation, we can depend on Christ and therefore live lives that bring glory to God
the Father, that our faith and obedience please God. This message is alive and well today.

Midweek Studies
Romans
Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m.
Room 205
Women’s Bible Study led by Audrey Black
The Psalms
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m.
Room 205
Women’s Bible Study led by Jan Case
The Prophet Micah
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.
Room 205
Women’s Bible Study led by Mary Oliver
Sonrise Bible Study
Thursdays at 6:30 a.m.
Room 124
Led by Pastor Black
TnT – 20s and 30s Group Bible Study
Current Study: “Questions God Asks Us”
Meets 1st and 3rd Fridays off site
Contact Rachel and Dag Calafell at rachel.
calafell@gmail.com for more information.

It’s a New Year Dawning – Room 232 - Led by Krystle Marcis
What On Earth Are We Here For? – Room 206 – Led by Alanna Bree and Rachel Calafell
We are important to God. We are created to live in community and family. We are shaped to
serve Him and we are made for a mission. HE has incredible work for us to do.
Come together through this new Bible study on Sunday mornings and learn more about
how His word is living and active in our lives as individuals and as His church.
What’s In a Name? – The Names of Christ – Room 205 – Led by Craig Chancellor
What’s in God’s name? Just His character – that’s all. We know Him by His name, and in
every way His name is spoken, He reveals another facet of His character to us.
• Abraham called on the name of the Lord (Gen. 12:8; 13:4).
• The Lord proclaimed His own name before Moses (Ex. 33:19; 34:5).
• His name is holy and not to be taken in vain (Ex. 20:7; Deut. 5:11).
• The name of God is called “wonderful” in Judges 13:18.
• To call on the name of the Lord was to worship Him as God (Gen. 21:33, 26:25).
• Salvation is through His name (John 1:12).
• Believers are to gather in His name (Matt. 18:20).
• Prayer is to be made in His name (John 14:13-14).
• It is at the name of Jesus that every knee will one day bow and every tongue confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord (Phil. 2:10-11).
Coming March 23 – Financial Peace University — led by John Garrett
Watch the Worship Folder for more information.

Mission 2014 Worship Him
Sundays in the Sanctuary
8:15 a.m. - Liturgical Worship
11:00 a.m. - Traditional Worship
Communion 1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays

Sundays in the Gym
9:31 a.m. - Modern Worship
Communion 2nd and 4th Sundays
Trinity Today - 5

Peace-Filled Quilters
The Peace-Filled Quilters met for an organizational meeting and a great time of fellowship as well as a quilting
workshop. This group makes quilts for our homebound members and those with long-term illnesses. If you’re interested
in any way in participating in this ministry, please contact Mary Jane Rogers at rogers581@comcast.net.
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PEP Club Tea
People Enjoying People, also known as the PEP Club, is anyone who enjoys socializing
with others from our Christian community.
Plan to join the PEP Club for an afternoon of music and desserts for our TEA TIME at
TRINITY, (our third annual), on Sunday, February 9, from 3:00-5:00 p.m. in the Gathering
Area (Foyer) of Trinity. We will enjoy the background music of Joe Kapusta on the grand
piano, while sampling delicious desserts from our hostesses for the event.
Please call Bea Uhl at 713.864.4919, on or before February 2, to register for the event.
There will be a $5.00/per person fee to help defray the costs.

Inspiration From a Writer
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women’s fiction and even has several television series on Lifetime network. She’s not classified
a
as a Christian author but her faith is evident in her books. I was recently inspired by her
writing, but not by a novel. In her Guideposts article (January 2014), she describes writing
her innermost wishes in her Prayer Journal. She recalls her negative feelings as a young girl
when teachers told her that she had no writing talent and later when she felt lost and unsure
about God’s purpose for her life.
We can’t all be famous authors, or have perfect pitch, or inspire others with eloquent
speeches. That doesn’t mean we don’t have talents that God expects us to use. Stewardship
is making the best use of the resources that God provides. We give of what we have, selflessly
and without reservations. In 1 Peter 4:10, the apostle tells us: “As each one has received a special
gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God” and 1 Corinthians 12:11 teaches
“All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and He distributes them to each one, just as He determines.” These
commandments do not speak of degrees or conditions. To deny or belittle our talents and resources is to reject God’s grace
as the source. The respected Puritan Bible scholar, John Gill, even commanded that for whatever gifts you have, you have
a duty to share them as the common property of the Christian community for the betterment of the whole.
Similarly, we cannot boast of our talents as our own, as stated very clearly in 1 Corinthians 4:7 (NIV), “For who
makes you different from anyone else? What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do
you boast as though you did not?” Further, Paul writes “Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything for
ourselves, but our competence comes from God.” (2 Corinthians 3:5 – NIV).
All of us should be concerned about how to develop our gifts and talents. First, we should recognize our talents and
make up our minds to pay the price necessary to develop them, as Debbie Macomber did in spite of the cynical comments
from her elders. The price to be paid in developing talents includes faith, study, and persistence. Next we need to overcome
our fear and shyness in order to use our talents where they are put to best use. And that is not only within the Church walls
on Sunday, but in every interaction we have throughout our week. For inspiration, see Debbie Macomber, who takes her
gift very seriously indeed.
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Houston Lutheran Chorale Begins New Season
The Houston Lutheran Chorale (comprised of singers from Lutheran congregations
throughout the greater Houston area) is seeking new or returning singers. Adding only one
member from each congregation would create a choir of more than 120. What an impact such
a chorus can make on the community. No auditions are required!!! You only need to love
the Lord and love to sing. Chorale rehearsals for the spring season in preparation for the July
4th concert begin on Sunday afternoon, February 9, at 2:00 p.m. Rehearsals are held in the
Sanctuary at Trinity Downtown. For more information you may contact Sandra Petersen at
832.489.6773, by email at sfpetersen@sbcglobal.net or visit the Chorale’s website at http://
www.hlc-tx.org. We look forward to sharing the Word of God through song and celebrating
our nation’s birth on the 4th of July.
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Prayers and Promises by Pastor David Leeland
There’s been an issue that has come up in pastoral care and counseling that I want to explore with you. The issue is:
How does one experience grace from God?
Over the years, I think this one question has surfaced more than any other in the lives of people struggling with
themselves in relation to their sinful condition and their sinful words and actions. How does one experience grace from
God?
There is an overly simple answer: God gives it to you.
But we humans answer with a “But….”
99 But I’ve done this sin over and over again…
99 But I’m so selfish, that’s all I ever think of….. myself…..
99 But how can I believe it when I know I’m going to sin again….
99 But how can God love me when I can’t love myself….
99 But _____________________________________ (you fill in the blank)………..

In my own life, grace has come to me in deeper ways not when I’ve got it all together, grace has come to me when I
threw myself on the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Jesus tells this story in Luke 18: 9 He also told this parable
to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and
treated others with contempt: 10 “Two men went up into the temple
to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The
Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that
I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even
like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I
get.’ 13 But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up
his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful
to me, a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went down to his house
justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself
will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”
“God, be merciful to me, a sinner!”

There are no rationalizations in this prayer, no caveats, and no “buts.” There’s no attempt to find some ground to stand
on, no excuses and no attempts to either minimize or to overly magnify the situation.
It’s simply, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner!”
And in the prayer, comes the answer of grace! Mercy! Forgiveness! Redemption! Renewal! Reconciliation!
Grace is serious business! Jesus came into the world to save sinners. Jesus came into the world to carry our sin,
sickness, shame, and all that separates us from our heavenly Father to the Cross.
Grace is costly business! It cost Jesus His life and His blood shed on the Cross. Grace cost Jesus everything that we
may freely and fully receive Jesus and His grace and love.
Grace is joyful business! Oh, how the angels rejoice in heaven whenever a sinner is saved; whenever we experience
more grace through the love of Jesus!
So . . . no more “buts!” Only grace! Receive Jesus . . . Believe Jesus . . . be blest in Jesus!
Let us pray: “Take my life and let it be Consecrated, Lord to Thee;
Take my moments and my days, Let them flow in ceaseless praise,
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.”
[Lutheran Service Book, #784, stanza 1]

Trinity’s Archives
The Archives has recently received donations of Trinity memorabilia from Peter Rea and
additional items from the Estate of Ruth Stelzer Pralle, former member, organist, choir director,
and teacher at Trinity. All donations are appreciated and welcomed. Our special thanks to Irene
Zoch who has translated letters and documents from German to English through the years.
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Box Tops for Education
Congratulations to the Pre-K “Kangaroos,” the second grade class and the seventh grade
class who were the winners of the Box Tops Contest for the first semester. These classes
were treated to a Donut, S’mores and Hot Chocolate Party.
Box Tops for Education® is one of the nation’s largest school fundraising
loyalty programs and has been helping schools succeed since 1996. With over
250 participating products, it’s an easy way for schools to earn cash for the
things they need.
• Over 90,000 K-8 schools participate nationwide
• Each Box Tops coupon is worth 10¢ and they add up fast!
• Schools can use their Box Tops cash to buy whatever they need most, from books to field trips to playgrounds.
• So far, America’s schools have earned over $525 million from Box Tops…and counting.
The congregation is invited to help our school raise money by clipping Box Top for Education Coupons
off of products you use everyday. A box will be located in the foyer for you to drop off your coupons. If you have any
questions you can contact Brian Sandoval at briansandoval22@yahoo.com.

Pre -K “K anga roo s”

Second Grade Class

Se ven th Grade Cla ss

Congratulations, Eric Mueller!
Eric Mueller, a member of Trinity, graduate
of TLS and Junior at Lutheran High North, was
selected as a member of the 2014 ATSSB All State
Band. More than 9,000 high school band students
from across Texas auditioned in twenty different
regions for a place in their respective all-region
bands. The top chairs in each region advanced to
one of the five area auditions held across the state
and only 290 of these 1620 students were selected
for all-state honors. Eric plays the tuba and this
is his first time to perform as a member of the
ATSSB All-State Band.
For the past three summers Eric has attended
Lutheran Summer Music Program for four weeks
and honed his skills through participation in the
Band, Choir, and Orchestra at the Luther College
Campus. Trinity Downtown is a proud sponsor
and has helped scholarship him for all three years.
Eric helps lead worship through his playing with
the Trinity Brass on Sunday mornings throughout
the school year. Congratulations Eric, Trinity
is proud of you. You have blessed us with your
God-given talents!

Eric Plays at Merry Christmas Tuba Event this Past December
Trinity Today - 9

Getting Down to the Heart of the Matter
As the calendar turns to February, you probably have been inundated with signs that love is in
the air—hearts, chocolate, flowers, and jewelry are just some of the many expressions of affection
that our world encourages us to purchase to demonstrate just how much you care for that special
someone.
But the greatest expression of love doesn’t come in heart shaped boxes, or in the form of beautiful
roses that fade after a few weeks. Instead, it comes in the form of a Savior, born in human form, who died
on the cross to forgive us our sins and to restore a relationship with our Heavenly Father that one day we
might be with Him forever. Having received that awesome gift of love, Stephen Ministers want to share it
with others who are hurting, grieving, or who otherwise need some love in their lives.
As Stephen Ministers, we know that one of the best ways of demonstrating love is simply to be present and to listen,
to really hear what the other person is saying without offering opinion or judgment. We ask open-ended questions to get
down to the heart of the matter. We share scripture and prayer, wrapping the love of Jesus around those in need. We care
and God cures. He binds up the brokenhearted and gives us the privilege of walking alongside another person, to reach
out to him or her in love.
If you or someone you know could use some of God’s unconditional love and someone to walk beside them in love,
we urge you to speak with Pastor Leeland, Joanne Husser or any of the Trinity members wearing a blue badge. God loves
you, we love you and we want to show you how much we care.

Sack Lunch Ministry
A report from Rick Berg indicates that 15,737 sack
lunches were handed out at our doors during 2013. In
2008 that number was only 8,829.
Thank you to all the faithful volunteers and substitute
helpers who carry out this ministry on our behalf Monday
through Friday of each week. Our regulars are Sharon
Balke, Lee Born, Jean Minsch, Penny Mickel and Bettye
Castellese. Our subs are Dennis Priese, Bob Bentke,
Mary Derby,
Michelle
Vanderwater,
Debbie
Leonard, Lynn Bedner,
Sharon Gaston, Angela
Rinnan,
Renate
Chancellor, Obi Galvan,
Karen Ciotti, Iva Coon, Jan
Case, Heidi Perkins, Bill
Pastor, Michelle Prescott,
Ron Naumann and Betty
Berg. For information
how you can help,
contact Rick Berg at
oldhippie@gmail.com.

Trinity’s Foyer Cabinet Displays
In recent months Trinity members have enjoyed the private collections on display in the foyer breakfront cabinet.
They have included Krystle Marcis’ “Hippopotamuses”; a display from Trinity’s archives collection; Elizabeth Gallmeier’s
“Pens”; and Linda Andersons’s “Santa and Christmastime.” We welcome displays of private collections. Please contact
Ruth Stoerkel to schedule your display.
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Sugary Drinks Can Be Deadly
This is not new information, but some of the facts are appalling! This information was
“food for thought” for me as I consume 2-3 of these delicious beverages each week!
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

American Heart Association research linked sweetened drinks that include
sodas, sport drinks and fruit drinks to 25,000 deaths in the U.S. because
they can lead to obesity related deaths such as diabetes and heart disease.
Three quarters of the deaths were from diabetes.
The risk of developing Type 2 Diabetes is increased by 22% by drinking
ONE 12 oz. sugar-sweetened soft drink daily; however, drinking pure
fruit juice was not associated with diabetes risk.
High-fructose corn syrup (HFCS) is often said to be the culprit for
rising diabetes and obesity rates; but the problem is not the corn-derived
sweetener. The problem, unfortunately, is that “we are consuming too
much of all sweeteners in liquid form.”
For a large number of Americans “calories from sugary beverages make up
21% of total daily calories consumed.”
It is not, then, surprising, that the number of calories consumed from sugary drinks by Americans from sweetened
soft drinks and fruit drinks has tripled since the 1970’s.
Compositionally, sugar and HFCS are identical and behave in the same way in the body. HFCS is 45-55%
fructose and sugar is 50% fructose. So, it is the dosage that makes the consumption of these beverages harmful,
not the type of sweetener.
Scientists are finding that the rapid consumption of either sugar or HFCS “doesn’t properly stimulate
production of a hormone that sends the brain a signal when the body is satisfied.” Thus, we tend to keep
drinking and consequently consume too many liquid calories, which means that we do not feel as full if we would
have eaten the same amount of calories in solid food.

SOURCE: “Better Health,” Fall, 2013
(Harvard School of Public Health & WebMD)

THOUGHT: “Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us
and gave Himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.” Ephesians 5:1-2 (NIV)
								Julie Bertrand, Parish Nurse

Trinity Prays!
We started praying for one another on a daily basis last October
and now it’s already February! Thank you for your faithfulness in
lifting up all of Trinity, person-by-person and family-by-family for
the LORD to abundantly bless and lead and guide in their lives.
Here are three suggestions to pray for each other:
 Pray for the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ to go deep into
our hearts and souls.
 Pray for God’s goodness to surround our lives so that we see His hand in everything.
 Pray for gratitude in our hearts for the grace and the goodness overflowing in our lives touching others and
blessing them with the saving love of Christ.
God bless all our prayers as we respond to His grace and Good News in Jesus! Let us pray:
Lord Jesus,

We pray for YOUR grace to fill our hearts and souls that we may truly experience what it means to be completely loved
by YOU; we pray for God’s goodness to surround our lives so that we see the LORD’S hand in everything; and we
pray for gratitude that in thanksgiving we just have to share the blessing with others through YOUR wonderful and
awesome name Jesus. Amen.
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Ladies Circle Ministries - February 6

The 39 Club

The monthly meeting of the Ladies Circle
will be held in Room 205 at 10 a.m. on
Thursday, February 6. Refreshments, with
a time for fellowship, will be available at
9:30 a.m.
Our guest speaker will be Catherine
Chandler, Community Relations Manager
for The Center, a private not-for-profit
agency serving adults with developmental
and intellectual disabilities by providing
residential, vocational and day programs.
All are invited to attend our meetings
on the first Thursday morning of each
month. For additional information, please
contact Debbie Leonard, president, at (c)319.431.6804; 713.861.7175; or by
email to Debbie@GreenAndHealthyStore.com.

The 39 Club is invited to meet
in the foyer following the 11 a.m.
service on Sunday, February 9, and
go out for lunch. In January the group
enjoyed chili and games at the home
of Jean Minsch.
Those who are single, 39 and
over, are invited to join us. For more
information contact Jean Minsch at
281.550.4752.

L

Ministries

Additional dates to remember:

Saturday, February 1 - Work day for preparing po-boys. Call Lynn Bedner
at 713.668.3977 to volunteer your help.
Wednesday, February 19 - Members and friends are invited to come to the
Highland Park Care Center, 2714 Morrison Street, at 10 a.m. for a devotion and
hymn-singing.
Thursday, February 27 - 10 a.m. Room 205 - Executive Board meeting.

Today’s Wise
Voices Among
Older Adults
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Have a good sense of humor.
Tell your faith story.
Have a spiritual life.
Live for the day.
Spend time with grandchildren.
Socialize.
Thank God for these extra years.
Be a volunteer.

Adapted from “Engaging the
Aging” - a timely newsletter for
congregations serving older adults
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STAFF DIRECTORY
CHURCH
Senior Pastor
Pastor Michael P. Dorn............713.229.2940
Director of Caring Ministries
Pastor David A. Leeland..........713.229.2916
Visitation Pastor
Pastor Donald G. Black...........713.229.2917
Director of Music and Worship
Jason Mangels........................713.229.2937
Director of Youth Ministries
Ken Rodgers...........................713.229.2931
Director of Facilities
Ricky Robinson.......................713.229.2904
Director of Administration
Suzanne Kurth........................713.229.2922
Chief Financial Officer
Ron Lacy.................................713.229.2911
Accountant
Roseann Gamez.....................713.229.2962

Mission MAT
It’s not too late! Our new Mission MAT held its
organizational meeting in January, but the group is always
accepting new members. If you’d like to join Alanna Bree,
Rachel Calafell, Angela Rinnan, Delynda Cruz, Pastor
Michael Dorn, Karen Scheske, John and Lisa Valdez, and
Suzanne Kurth in leading Trinity to Joyfully Share Christ’s Saving Love with
All People Now, please contact Alanna Bree at alannabree@sbcglobal.net.

Trinity Women’s Club

Our monthly visit/devotion at the Highland Park Care Center,
2714 Morrison Street, will be on Wednesday, February 5th at 10:00
a.m. Contact Bea Uhl at 713.864.4919 for more information.
The Women’s Club will meet on Tuesday, February 11th at
7:00 p.m. in Room 124. Refreshments will be served starting at 6:45 p.m. The
members are reminded to bring their LWML mites, toiletry items for the Good
Samaritan Lutheran Group Homes, and cancelled stamps from their Christmas
cards for LWML to the meeting. Come join us for an evening of fellowship!
The Quilting Group will meet on Tuesday, February 18th at noon to work on
quilts for Lutheran World Relief. Bring your lunch and help us give warmth,
hope, and comfort to the refugees in Africa!
The Executive Board would like to thank Vicki Harkrider for organizing the
Advent Dinner and the members and their husbands who helped her to prepare
and serve the dinner!
A ministry of the Women’s Club is to make each child that is baptized at
Trinity a baptismal banner to remind him/her of the day when he/she became
part of the family of God.
The officers for this year are President – Sharon Stoerkel, Secretary –
Jeanine Hembree, Treasurer – Thelma Deterling, Membership – Marilyn Clark
and Wallie Womack, and Publicity/Historian – Elizabeth Stoerkel.

Communications Coordinator
Pam Schroeder.......................713.229.2944
Contributions Manager
Angela Avant...........................713.229.2963
Host
Rollin Cattau............................713.229.2950

SCHOOL/TLEC
TLS Principal
Natalia Junkans.......................832.301.3105
TLS Secretary
Julie May.................................713.229.2901
Interim Director of Early Childhood Program
Brenda Palacios......................713.229.2932
Director of Extended Care & Kids Camp
Jennifer Horn...........................713.229.2967

Joyfully Sharing Christ’s Saving
Love With All People Now!

WORSHIP ONLINE AT
live.ninethirtyone.org

Broadcasts
every Sunday
9:15 a.m. CT
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CHURCH REPORT
December 16 - January 19
BAPTISMS

DEATHS

SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE

December 18
Emerson Ann Dickey

January 18
Mildred Mitschke Schoeneman

		
9:30 9:31		
Total
12/22		339

100		

439

REVENUE UPDATE

12/29		337

116		

453

Year to Date through 01/19/14
Total Receipts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $62,623
Budgetary Needs. . . . . . . . . . . .  $2,314,552

		
8:15 9:31

January 2
Lilah Grace Williams

HUG2 UPDATE
Year to Date through 01/19/14
Total Contributions . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,654,314
Pledged to Date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,945,786
SUNDAY SCHOOL TOTALS
12/22
12/29
01/05
01/12
01/19

1-8
H.S.
Adult
Classes did not meet
Classes did not meet
31
7
112
46
15
121
37
6
136

01/05		201
01/12		230
01/19		204

11:00

Total

152
179
178

491
552
482

106
143
100

CHRISTMAS EVE
12/24

5:00
725

7:30
340

Total
1,065

CHRISTMAS DAY
12/25
9:30 AM - 233
NEW YEAR’S EVE
12/31
6:30 PM - 131
NEW YEAR’S DAY
01/01
9:30 AM - 53

Total Offering. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $155.47

Institution for Creation Research
Speaker to Present at Trinity

Mr. Brian Thomas, a scientist with the Institution for Creation Research,
will be presenting on creation to a combined Sunday School class at 9:30 a.m.
at Trinity Downtown on March 30.
When first exposed to the creation model of earth history, Christians and
non-Christians alike usually ask the same question: “What about the dinosaurs?”
It seems that decades of evolutionary brainwashing have led many people to
equate dinosaurs with evolution, but somehow they do fit into the Biblical
framework, and Biblical history has an explanation for dinosaurs, their creation,
life-style, and even their extinction.
Come join us in the sanctuary for this special presentation.
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135th Anniversary
Verse Announced

One generation
shall commend
Your works to
another, and shall
declare Your
mighty acts.
Psalm 145:4
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Trinity Lutheran Church
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8:15 AM Worship (C)
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12:00
PM28 39
- Christ26 27
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mas Luncheon

7:00 PM Basketball Fellowship Group
7:00 PM HLC Dress
Rehearsal

1

10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
1:00 PM Power Prayers
6:00 PM Stephen Ministry Christmas
Party

1

9:30 AM New Year’s Day
Worship (C)

Thursday
2

ALL OFFICES CLOSED

Friday

Saturday

3

7:00 AM Middle School
MARCH
Bible Study
S

M

T

W

T

F

S

2

3

4

5

6

7

9

10 11 12 13 14 15

1
8

1

8:00 AM Basketball Fellowship Group
8:00 AM Concordia Univ.
Class
10:30 AM Concordia Univ.
Class
8:30 AM Concordia Review Sessions

23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31

3

9

10

8:15 AM Worship
9:30 AM SS & Bible
Classes
9:30 AM Faith Discovery
9:30 AM Confirmation
9:31 AM 931 Worship (C)
11:00 AM Worship
12:00 PM 39 Club
2:00 PM HLC Rehearsal
3:00 PM PEP Club Tea

3

Wednesday

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

2

7:30 AM Pictorial Directory Photos
8:15 AM Worship (C)
9:30 AM SS & Bible
Classes
9:30 AM Faith Discovery
9:30 AM Confirmation
9:31 AM 931 Worship
11:00 AM Worship (C)

Tuesday

6:30 PM 135th Anniversary Meeting
7:00 PM Basketball Fellowship Group

11:00 AM LFL Crochet
Class
7:00 PM Basketball Fellowship Group

4

5

6

11

12

13

10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
5:30 PM Stephen Ministry Supervision
6:00 PM Stephen Ministry Training

10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
6:00 PM Stephen Ministry Training
7:00 PM Women’s Club

8:15 AM LS Chapel
8:55 AM MS Chapel
9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:00 AM Women’s Club
HPCC
5:30 PM FUEL
5:30 PM Trinity Woodwinds
6:45 PM IGNITE

8:15 AM LS Chapel
8:55 AM MS Chapel
9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
5:30 PM FUEL
5:30 PM Trinity Woodwinds
6:45 PM IGNITE

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
10:00 AM TLS Open House
10:00 AM Ladies Circle
Ministries
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
5:30 PM TLS Open House
6:00 PM Great Marriage
Class
6:20 PM Trinity Bells
7:20 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble
7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
6:00 PM Great Marriage
Class
6:20 PM Trinity Bells
7:20 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble
7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir

7

8

14

15

7:00 AM Middle School
Bible Study
5:30 PM Family Fun
Night

7:00 AM Middle School
Bible Study

8:00 AM Basketball Fellowship Group
10:30 AM Concordia Univ.
Class

8:00 AM Basketball Fellowship Group
9:00 AM Concordia Review Sessions

Valentine’s Day

16

7:30 AM Pictorial Directory Photos
8:30 AM Worship (C)
9:30 AM SS & Bible
Classes
9:30 AM Faith Discovery
9:30 AM Confirmation
9:30 AM First Communion Class
9:31 AM 931 Worship
11:00 AM Worship (C)

17

7:00 PM Basketball Fellowship Group

18

19

20

25

26

27

10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
6:00 PM Stephen Ministry Training

8:15 AM LS Chapel
8:55 AM MS Chapel
9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:00 AM Ladies Circle
HPCC
5:30 PM FUEL
5:30 PM Trinity Woodwinds
6:45 PM IGNITE

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
6:00 PM Great Marriage
Class
6:20 PM Trinity Bells
7:20 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble
7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir

21

22

28

30

77:00 AM Middle School
Bible Study

8:00 AM Basketball Fellowship Group
10:30 AM Concordia Univ.
Class

All Staff Retreat

23

8:15 AM Worship
9:30 AM SS & Bible
Classes
9:30 AM Faith Discovery
9:30 AM Confirmation
9:30 AM First Communion Class
9:31 AM 931 Worship (C)
11:00 AM Worship

24

5:30 PM Elders Meeting
6:30 PM Governing
Board Meeting
7:00 PM Basketball Fellowship Group

10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
6:00 PM Stephen Ministry Training
6:30 PM Health Cabinet
Meeting
6:30 PM Sunday School
Teachers Meeting

8:15 AM LS Chapel
8:55 AM MS Chapel
9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
5:30 PM FUEL
5:30 PM Trinity Woodwinds
6:30 PM Concordia Seminary Laudamus
Choir Concert
6:45 PM IGNITE

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
10:00 AM Ladies Circle
Exec. Board
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
6:00 PM Great Marriage
Class
6:20 PM Trinity Bells
7:20 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble
7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir

ALL7:00 AM Middle School

Bible Study

8:00 AM Basketball Fellowship Group
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Jesus loves:

Article submission deadline FEBRUARY 10TH for articles to be published
March 1, 2014. Submit articles to pr@trinitydt.org.

Contact Pam Schroeder at 713.229.2944 with any questions about this publication.

Joyfully sharing Christ’s saving love with all people, Now!
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