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Enjoy the warmer weather!
Read about Dr. Erpelding’s new
change in title.
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Sports: Austin Roskos examines
HV Lax’s upcoming season.
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Latin Club wins big at Certamen.

Pipeline Update:
Hopewell Valley Fights Back
By Jordan Antebi
Since the beginning of 2015, much has occurred in the
regional movement to stop the PennEast Pipeline and protect
Hopewell Valley’s natural resources. Fighting the pipeline is
one of the most important topical issues and critical periods in
Hopewell’s recent history. For those who haven’t followed
the recent news, here are some updates:
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Editorial: Brian Rentsch tells us his
outlook on the newest “smartphone”
trend.
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Editorial: Navruz Baum gives us his
opinion on the recent PARCC testing.
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Last month, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
(FERC) concluded its environmental scoping period where public citizens offered comment on the impacts
of the proposed pipeline.
(Story cont’d on page 4)

CHS Film Club Wins “Best Cinematography”
at Statewide Competition
By Luke Momo
Between March 9th and March 13th, a handful of CHS students worked tirelessly
towards one goal: they had to write, direct, and edit a short film.
The result was Forgotten, a mystery flick which brought home the coveted Best
Cinematography Award from the statewide New Jersey High School Film
Challenge.
(Story cont’d on page 2)
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(Film…cont’d from page 1)
The film distinguished itself among the 100 films entered
in the competition with a unique cinematography created
by sophomore Charlie Storck and senior Luke Momo
with the assistance of several other students. The unique
visual flare displayed in the Hopewell film captured the
judges’ attention and gave the CHS entry a competitive
edge.

Lacrosse Looks Forward to 2015
By Austin Roskos
It’s spring, and that means one thing: it’s Hopewell Valley
lacrosse season! Both the Girls and Boys lacrosse teams are
shaping up for exciting runs.
Varsity girls lacrosse, coached by Mrs. Pam Edwards and Ms.
Maggie Rarich, has high ambitions for this year. Led by
senior captains Paige Ackerman, Ryan Schrader and KK
Kent, this team is looking to capitalize on the pool of skill and
depth of returning players.
In the preseason, girls lacrosse scrimmaged against Stewart
Country Day, West Windsor-Plainsboro High School North,
South Brunswick High School and Delaware Valley High
School. Of these scrimmages, the Lady Dawgs defeated
Stewart Country Day and South Brunswick, holding the latter
scoreless.

A screen shot from the new film Forgotten.

For those unfamiliar with cinematography process, it is
important to understand it is not simply “point and
shoot” like home videos. There are complex logistics
and planning necessary to achieve the final product. In
presenting their award, the judges affirmed Hopewell’s
film illustrated the deeply conceived elements necessary
for effective film design. The complexities of this
filming process demanded dramatic lighting setups and
special scenes to convey eerie moods and elements of
suspense.

Varsity opened their home game season against Hillsborough
High School, defeating the opponents 14-3. Juniors Hope
Anhut and Aidan Cage were the team’s top scorers. The
victory against Hillsborough was followed by another
important 21-10 win on March 27th against the rival
Pennington School squad. Sisters Ryan and Sabrina Schrader
gave standout performances with six combined goals.
Top left: Hope Anhut
and Aidan Cage run
for the ball against
Pennington.

While filming, the team intentionally used a handheld
camera to give the audience an impression that they too
are “haunting” as the protagonist does in the story in
the crowded and rambunctious hallways of the school.
For the plotline of Forgotten, the team decided to pay
homage to legendary director Stanley Kubrick’s horrorclassic The Shining. If you are familiar with Kubrick’s
films, particularly The Shining, you will notice several
subtle references. For example, in the Kubrick tradition,
the final shot of the film reveals in an ominous scene
(you’ll have to watch the film to understand why) that
Alex Johnson, the protagonist of the film, graduated
CHS in 1968. The final shot takes on the floating quality
of a ghost and carefully coordinates a screen pan curling
toward the dust-covered yearbook of yesteryear. As an
aside and fun-fact, the yearbook used as the prop was a
1968 Centralogue from Ms. Czop’s library collection.
(Story cont’d on page 3)

Bottom left: Sabrina
Schrader scores!

(Story cont’d on page 5)
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A Dead Language Brought Alive
By Skyler Rossi
On Tuesday, March 17, eleven CHS Latin students
traveled to Princeton University to compete in this
year’s annual Certamen competition.
For those unfamiliar, Certamen is an event organized
by New Jersey Junior Classical League, and described
as the “Latin Knowledge Bowl.” In the tradition of
Jeopardy, Certamen is a competition made of Latin
trivia questions, and functions between middle
schools and high school contestants.
Following a brief introduction ceremony from
competition founders and coordinators at
Princeton’s Richardson Auditorium, students
dispersed to prepare for the day’s first rounds.

In the Certamen organization, three rounds are
played at the regional levels, consisting of twenty
toss-up questions and two related bonus questions.
The questions vary between four main topics: Roman
mythology, Roman culture, Roman history, and Latin
grammar; the bonus questions are similar to the
corresponding toss up questions. Ten points are
awarded for answering correctly each toss-up
question, and five points for correctly answering
each bonus question.
Three teams, representing three different schools
and consisting of three or four participants compete
in each round. At this particular Certamen event,
Hopewell fielded one team at each level of
competition available: Latin I, Latin II, and Upper
Level.

(Film…cont’d from page 2)
In addition to Storck and Momo, there were two other
individuals who significantly contributed towards the
project through aspects such as sound mix and special
effects. Junior Grady Meyer wrote a musical score for the
film with minimalist acoustic guitar and ambient sounds
such as crescendoing white noise to heighten the plot
line’s intensity. Senior Preston Snyder also assisted
production in his role as visual effects supervisor, devising
creative visual effects and staging strategies.
Now that Momo, Storck, Meyer, and Snyder have one
award to support and validate their hard work, they have
begun producing another film for the New Jersey Ten Day
Film Challenge, scheduled for April 13th through the
23rd. The genre of that film will be chosen randomly from
a hat among ten widely varying areas. It has yet to be
chosen, and the group might choose anything ranging
from a “mockumentary” to a science fiction film. As
competition day draws closer, the team at Film Club
hopes to replicate its success at the Ten Day Challenge,
and create another award winning film to share with CHS
students.
If you're interested in joining the team and playing a role,
swing by the film club meetings at the TV Studio, Fridays
at lunch.

RECRUITS WANTED
Join The Bulldog Reporter
(We don’t bite)

With much hard work and deliberation, Hopewell’s
squads won several rounds. After spending time
preparing and practicing for the competition, the
participants were extremely happy with the outcomes.
Latin club is consistently seeking new membership and
additional interest in the language. For more
information about the club itself and preparing for next
year’s competition, please come visit meetings in room
321, every Friday at lunch.

Visit Room 217, Wednesdays at Lunch
to learn more about the school
newspaper
and
how
YOU
can
participate. All students are welcome.
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(Pipeline…cont’d from page 1)

Donec
interdum

Pellentesque:

Dozens of Valley residents protested the pipeline last October at the Baldwin Lake State Wildlife Management Area north of Pennington.

Through these scoping meetings and the scoping process, local residents, politicians and environmental groups
vehemently expressed their staunch opposition and concern against the proposed 110 mile, $1 billion natural gas
pipeline.
Local politicians, including Hopewell Township Mayor Harvey Lester, Mercer County Executive Brian Hughes,
State Assemblywoman Elizabeth Muoio, State Senator Shirley Turner and Congresswoman Bonnie Watson
Coleman as well as numerous environmental groups, including Friends of Hopewell Valley Open Space, Stony
Brook-Millstone Watershed Association, D&R Greenway Land Trust, New Jersey Conservation Foundation,
Washington’s Crossing Audubon Society, the Sourland Mountain Conservancy, the Delaware Riverkeeper and the
New Jersey Chapter of the Sierra Club have officially opposed the pipeline and are united to protect the Valley’s
10,000 acres of open spaces, preserved farms and natural areas. According to D&R Greenway, “over $23 million”
of public taxpayer money has gone toward preserving lands in Hunterdon and Mercer counties. “The very idea
that a federal certification may give a private company the right to condemn these publicly funded preserved
lands will erode the public confidence...in our preservation programs.”
Besides preserved lands, local environmentalists are concerned with the pipeline’s effects on Hopewell’s Baldpate
Mountain, located in the northwestern part of the township. In early January, PennEast issued a second right-ofway proposal, which it called the “preferred” route, following the transmission lines across the township and
directly bisecting Mercer County’s Baldpate Mountain Park. PennEast’s proposal calls for extensive dynamite
blasting of the mountain and its bedrock. With this blasting, township residents and politicians are concerned
about the future ecological health of the mountain’s ecosystems and safety of Hopewell Valley’s potable drinking
Consectetuer:
water, since blasting potentially affects the flow and quality of nearby underground wells and aquifers.
Area citizens, local and state politicians and environmental groups are criticizing FERC for scheduling the series of
scoping meetings of public comment less than two weeks after PennEast’s announcement of the second proposed
route. This left only a small timeframe to prepare new testimony for the meetings. Activists are also slamming
FERC’s meeting scheduling and logistics timetable in New Jersey. Several environmental organizations charge
these actions violate the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), a serious accusation.
Earlier this month, PennEast officials released an economic study, prepared by Prof. Vibhas Madan of Drexel
University, which described economic benefits of the pipeline. The study claimed PennEast would generate 12,000
jobs, a figure heavily disputed by opponents. Pipeline activists assert the study neglects to disclose the pipeline’s
negative economic effects on local economies such as agriculture, real estate and ecotourism and misrepresents
economic benefits in other areas such as job growth. A petition with over 3,800 signatures calling for Drexel’s
retraction of the study was recently forwarded to university president John Fry. Despite the strong public
opposition, Drexel has refused to back down from its findings.
(Story cont’d on page 5)
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(HV Lax …cont’d from page 2)
Boys varsity lacrosse, coached by Mr. Rob Siris and Mr. Matt
Serfass, is also hoping for big things this season. The team is lead
by captains Aubrey Toland, Tyler Krampf and Brady Moore.
The boys began their season with scrimmages against
Montgomery High School, Somerville High Schol, and West
Deptford High School, with victories against the latter two
teams. After a season opener 7-9 loss to Ridge High School, the
Dawgs redeemed themselves with a 9-4 win against
Hillsborough. Leading the scoring were seniors Myles Ackerson
and Will Cusma.
The Bulldogs are expected to make a deep run for the Mercer
County Tournament and have their eyes on the title. They are
hoping to capture the Colonial Valley Conference championship
and even perhaps the Group II state title. It is still early in the
season, but the team’s ambitions for advanced state match-ups
run high.

Senior varsity captain Brady Moore.

Junior and Bulldog attack man Mike Cowhey exudes his teamwide confidence. “We should do very well this season. We have a
strong attack, defense, and midfield, and a great Goalie. I have
high hopes for this year.”

(Pipeline…cont’d from page 4)
Local politicians, such as Mayor Lester, also
criticize FERC’s decision to retain the company
Tetra Tech as the commission’s environmental
consultant for the pipeline. FERC has contracted
with Tetra Tech to prepare PennEast’s
environmental impact statement, a document
vital to the pipeline review and decision process.
Opponents claim the company is biased and point
out Tetra Tech is an active, paying member of the
Marcellus Shale Coalition, a gas drilling advocacy
group. Critics are calling for a replacement
environmental consultant who won’t have
potential conflicts of interest; they want a “fair
and open process.” Says Mayor Lester, “We are
entitled to have a fair shake through the
environment impact statement instead of the
current perception that the deck is stacked by
FERC's selection of the current environmental
consultant.”
In neighboring Princeton, there is an ongoing legal
battle, which could potentially impact the PennEast
project. On March 16th, the New Jersey Sierra Club
filed an emergency stay in Federal court to challenge
the legality of FERC’s environmental review
process, and halt construction on Princeton’s
pipeline.
(Story cont’d on page 6)

From Mr. E to Dr. E
By Kwin Javelosa and Bobbie Armstrong
This year, choir director Mr. Matthew Erpelding (or as we
affectionately call him, E), received his doctorate in music and
choral performance. Instead of Mr. E, he is now Dr. E! We are
excited to share his story of persistently pursuing passion and
working toward a long-term goal:
As early as fourteen years old, Dr. Erpelding knew he wanted
to become a music teacher. He wanted to share his passion for
music with others, while helping students such as himself find a
deep passion for music.
Dr. E says that growing up, he was the only real musical one in
his family, and being different from the rest of his family made
him an anomaly. He was the “weird one” as he puts it.
However, going to music festivals and camps throughout high
school and sharing his passion with other like-minded students
kept him motivated to pursue a career teaching music and
working toward the doctoral degree.
It took Dr. Erpelding seven years to complete the doctoral
program. This is an achievement, which he says was, in the end,
extremely rewarding and personally valuable, but also very
grueling.
(Story cont’d on page 6)
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(Pipeline …cont’d from page 5)

(Choir …cont’d from page 5)

The Sierra Club argued FERC’s review process
segmented the environmental impacts of the
pipeline project and negated the holistic review of
all its environmental impacts as required by NEPA.
The court granted the stay and issued an order,
stopping all work on the project. “This is an
important victory for the environment that upholds
the integrity of the National Environmental Policy
Act process and environmental reviews,” says Jeff
Tittel, Director of the New Jersey Sierra Club. “It’s
very difficult to get a stay against the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission on a pipeline issue.
That shows why this stay is so important not only
for Transco, but PennEast and other pipeline
proposals.”

To achieve that final passing approval, Dr. E had to
write a long, full-length dissertation (imagine a history
essay multiplied by one-hundred years of in depth
research!). He describes the length of his paper on 20th
century British composer William Henry Harris as the
length of a “small book”.

Potentially, this legal challenge to FERC carries
ramifications for six other pipeline projects in New
Jersey, including the PennEast. Certainly, resistance
in Hopewell Valley and Central New Jersey is
strong enough to have Cheryl A. LeFleur, director
of FERC admit publicly, “We have a situation here.
Pipelines are facing unprecedented opposition from
local and national groups including environmental
activists.”

Jokingly Erpelding refers to finishing his doctorate as
“coming out of a coma”, a “thank God I’m done”, and
“free at last” moment. To put it as a cliché: it wasn’t
smooth sailing. The challenges of working on the
dissertation made him realize “you want to be good
without the work, but in order to be good at anything,
you have to work for it”.

This map, prepared by energy officials in Maine, illustrates the litany of
proposed pipeline projects such as PennEast in the Northeastern U.S.
Environmental activists are arguing the Federal review process isn’t
examining the overall inter-state environmental impacts of these
pipelines. As this map illustrates, Hopewell Valley and New Jersey
aren’t the only areas affected and similar issues are facing other
communities.

Last year, the first time Dr. Erpelding submitted his paper
for review, he had already worked on it for two and a half
years. It was rejected. Nonetheless, he remained fixated
on his dream of becoming a doctor. Despite this setback,
he was able to finally achieve the dream this school
semester. After seven years and much hard work, the
dream is now reality. Though Dr. Erpelding admits he
hoped to become “doctor” sooner, he’s elated the waiting
is over.

With Dr. Erpelding leading this semester’s choral
program, there are some exciting milestones. Three
weeks ago, for the second year in a row, the Chambers
Singers placed first in competition against several choirs
from the tri-state area at the Roxbury Choir
Invitational, held at Roxbury High School in Northern
New Jersey. Looking ahead, the Chambers Singers will
be performing at the National Cathedral in Washington
D.C., and several choral ensembles, including
Chambers, Ragazze and Concert Choir will also be
singing at Walt Disney World in Florida. HV Choirs
will wrap up its seasonal set with a final performance by
Chambers Singers and Ragazze at 7:00 pm on May 29th
at Trinity Episcopal Cathedral in Trenton.

Dr. Matthew Erpelding.
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Smart Phones:
A Constant Connection

An Afterward:
Questioning the Necessity of PARCC

By Brian Rentsch

By Navruz Baum

Stepping into Best Buy on that dreary January morning,
I made my way towards the smart phone counter. The
sensory overload often accompanying large electronics
stores was in full force. Wisps of music and binary
beeps and blips drifted across the room from every
direction, and alluring pixels danced across monitors. It
was there, in that dimension of the new and modern, I
crossed a gap between worlds; I was finally making the
jump from flip phone to smart phone, as many of my
peers had done years before.

This March, CHS students in grades 9, 10 and 11
took the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness
for College and Careers (PARCC) exam for the first
time, as did thousands of other high school
students across New Jersey and the United States.
Many parents and students were concerned with
PARCC’s potential effects, and the need for
administering it.

When I turned off the old Samsung and slid its keyboard
back into place for the last time, it was for me a truly
dimensional leap. Now, almost three months later, the
differences between smart phone and flip phone still
catch me off guard. And I don't just mean the plethora of
games and apps now available at the touch of an icon;
adopting a smart phone has changed the very way I live.
Owning a flip phone, my means of communication were
limited. When I first received it as a hand-me-down
from my sister, its purpose was for calls, and the
occasional text message; taking and sending pictures
was an obtuse affair, videos barely functioned, and
internet access was slow and costly. On the flip-phone,
there was no way for me to easily share the best
moments of life besides verbal description. Even the
purely textual messages were isolated, each contained in
its own separate draft and requiring manual deletion
after time. On a flip phone, every action had a purpose,
and I chose my words carefully. There seemed to be a
degree of deliberation and thought contained within that
relic of a cell phone that simply isn't present in my fancy
new touch-sensitive smart phone.
Now that has changed. The slow, thoughtful manner of
communication perpetuated by a flip phone has all but
disappeared after my three months of smart phone
usage. Text messages, once slivers of piecemeal
discussion, have grown into flowing, conversations.
Infinite numbers of notifications and updates bear down
from all sides. Pictures send in an instant. Amusing
videos play from any location. No longer is web-surfing
limited to wi-fi hotspots. On a smart phone, I am
constantly connected.
(Editorial cont’d on page 8)

The PARCC replaced the New Jersey’s High School
Proficiency Assessment (HSPA) as the graduation
requirement for high school students. It was
administered over a three-week period much
longer than the HSPA's three days.
Educators, students and parents had several
concerns with PARCC. For example, parents were
concerned the extra time requirement for the
PARCC placed students in a position to miss vital
time for school and class work.
As students took the test, they were confused by the
design and wording of questions. PARCC critics
argue the test questions are too generic, and not
specific enough. Margaret Bartimole, a freshman at
Shaker Heights High School in Shaker Heights,
OH, said, “the questions seemed extremely broad,
and anything could have been an okay answer.”
Critics of PARCC also assert the test has the
potential to misrepresent teacher performance.
Student scores from these tests could be factored
into New Jersey's new teacher evaluations and may
dictate future tenure and salary allocations. It
remains contested whether student performance on
one particular day could and should be a primary
factor in effectively evaluating teachers.
The PARCC does have its benefits, mainly that it
can be a statewide indicator for ineffective school
districts. However, opponents argue PARCC can
also do more harm than good in these cases by
forcing teachers to teach to the test, as opposed to
teaching critical thinking and other essential skills.
In addition, the test seems unnecessary as an
indicator for the Hopewell Valley Regional School
District, since CHS consistently scores as one of
New Jersey’s top public schools.
(Editorial cont’d on page 8)
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(Phones …cont’d from page 7)

(PARCC …cont’d from page 7)

Such limitless connections between friends, family, the
web, and even school have profoundly affected my
lifestyle. If my schoolbooks aren’t on hand, I can open
the textbook online instantly. No longer do I have to
remain tied to the desktop at home while checking
favorite websites; I can do it on the bus. And most
significantly, communication with people in my life is
now always on, full throttle. Now I can be reached
anytime, anywhere.
The world of a constant connection, compared with
that of a thoughtful connection, is not merely a
difference in device; it is a cultural shift. It is a jump
between dimensions, a change in lifestyle to fit a
modern world of flowing information. And this flow is
a strong one -- those who still cling to the past and
hope to avoid upgrading might just get swept away into
obscurity.

Parents did have the choice, if they wished, to opt
their kids out of PARCC testing. On February 23,
the HVRSD Board of Education passed a resolution
stating test refusals would be met with
"educationally appropriate, not punitive, responses."
Lisa Wolff, Board President, said, "parents have the
right to refuse their child taking a standardized
test." Whether parents chose to exercise this right
was ultimately up to them, but the most important
thing was that they were aware of all options before
making a decision. The statistics are still being
tallied, but as of April 1 , the refusals across the
state totaled more than 50,000.
st
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